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Parliament met pursuant to adjournment. The  Speaker took the Chair.   

1. Announcements by the Speaker: The Speaker  made the following   

announcement:— 

“I wish to inform Parliament that the Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri, Member of 

Parliament has tendered his letter of resignation from his Membership of Parliament to 

the Secretary-General of Parliament. The Letter of Resignation will now be read out by 

the Secretary-General of Parliament.”     
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 2. Presentation of Papers : (1) The Speaker table the rules made by the 

Constitutional Council under paragraph (3) of Article 41G of the Constitution of the 

Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka read with Articles 41B, 41C, 41D and 41 E 

of the Constitution and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2364/40 of           

31st December 2023. 

Ordered that, the said Papers do lie upon the Table. 

 

(2) The Minister of Urban Development and Housing presented the Report on the 

Submission of observations and steps taken in terms of the Standing Order 120(4) of 

the Parliament with regard to the matters mentioned on Sri Lanka Bureau of Foreign 

Employment of the Ministry of Finance, Economic Stabilization and National Policies 

in the report of the Committee on Public Enterprises which was presented to Parliament 

and moved that the Report be referred to the Committee on Public Enterprises.  
 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

(3) The Minister of Urban Development and Housing presented the Annual Report 

of the Human Rights Commission of Sri Lanka for the year 2021 and moved that the 

Report be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on An Open & Accountable 

Government.  

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

(4) The Minister of Urban Development and Housing presented the Annual 

Report and Accounts of the Local Loans and Development Fund for the year 2022 and  

moved that the Report be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on National 

Economic and Physical Plans. 

Question put, and agreed to. 
 

(5) The Minister of Urban Development and Housing presented the—  

(i) Annual Reports of the National Institute of Education for the years 2019 
and 2020; and  

(ii) Forty Fourth Annual Report of the University Grants Commission for the 
year 2022.  

and moved that, those Reports be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on 

Education. 

Question put, and agreed to. 
 

(6) The Minister of Urban Development and Housing presented the Report on the 

submission of observations and steps taken in terms of the Standing Order 119(4) of the 

Parliament with regard to the matters mentioned on the Ministry of Ports, Shipping and 

Aviation in the report of the Committee on Public Accounts which was presented to 

Parliament and moved that the Report be referred to the Committee on Public 

Accounts. 

Question put, and agreed to. 
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 (7) The Minister of Urban Development and Housing presented the Annual Report 

of the Sri Jayewardenepura General Hospital and Postgraduate Medical Training Center 

for the year 2021 and moved that the Report be referred to the Sectoral Oversight 

Committee on Health. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

(8) The Minister of Urban Development and Housing presented the Annual 

Performance Report of the Department of Textile Industry for the year 2022 and moved 

that the Report be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on National Economic 

and Physical Plans. 

Question put, and agreed to. 
 

(9) The Minister of Urban Development and Housing presented the Annual Report 

of the Gem and Jewellery Research and Training Institute for the year 2022 and moved 

that the Report be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on Environment, 

Natural Resources & Sustainable Development. 

Question put, and agreed to. 
 

3. Presentation of Committee Reports: (1) Hon. K.P.S. Kumarasir i Member  of 

the Committee on behalf of the Hon. W.D. J. Senevirathne  Attorney at Law, the Chair 

of the Sectoral Oversight Committee on Just and a Law-Abiding Society on— 

(i) Notaries (Amendment) Bill; 

(ii) Powers of Attorney (Amendment) Bill;  and 

(iii) Prevention of Frauds (Amendment) Bill 

which were referred to the Committee. 

Ordered the, said Report do lie upon the Table. 

 

(2) The Hon. Jagath Kumara Sumithrarachchi Chair of the Sectoral Oversight 

Committee on An Open & Accountable Government presented the  Report of the said 

Committee on the Judges of the Superior Court – Head 04 for the year 2022 which was 

referred to the said Committee.  

Ordered the, said Report do lie upon the Table. 
 

(3) The Hon. Jagath Kumara Sumithrarachchi the Chair of the Sectoral Oversight 

Committee on An Open & Accountable Government on presented the Report of the said 

Committee on — 

(i) Annual Performance and Financial Report of the District Secretariat-

Colombo for the year 2022;  and 

(ii) Annual Performance Report of the Commission to Investigate Allegations 

of Bribery or Corruption for the year 2022 

which were referred to the said Committee.  

Ordered the, said Report do lie upon the Table. 



        ( 9 ) M. No. 102 

 (4) The Hon. Nalaka Bandara Kottegoda, Chair of the Sectoral Oversight 

Committee on Energy and Transport presented the Report of the said Committee on 

“Proposal for reducing the Electricity Bill in January 2024”. 

 Ordered the, said Report do lie upon the Table. 

 

4. Presentation of Public Petitions :    

(1) Hon. Anura Dissanayaka presented a petition dated 30.09.2023 from              
Mrs. S.M.V. Dilka of Kethiganavila, Dombagoda, Horana. 

(2) Hon. Jayantha Samaraweera presented a petition dated 21.09.2023 from 
Mrs. H.S.R Fonseka of ‘Prasad’, Mananduwa Road, Panapitiya, 
Waskaduwa, Kalutara.   

(3) Hon. Asanka Navarathna presented a petition dated 20.07.2023 from            
Mr. M.A Dayananda of Galpoththawala, Vineethagama, Badulla.  

 

The Petitions stood referred under Standing Order 30(10) of the Parliament, to the 

Committee on Public Petitions. 

5. Anti Terrorism: The Minister  of Justice, Pr isons Affair s and Constitutional 

Reforms presented,— Bill to make provision for the protection of the National Security 

of  Sri Lanka and the people of Sri Lanka from acts of terrorism, other offences 

associated with terrorism and certain specified acts constituting the offence of terrorism 

committed within or outside Sri Lanka; for the prevention of the use of Sri Lankan 

territory and its people for the preparation for terrorism outside Sri Lanka; to provide 

for the detection, identification, apprehension, arrest, detention, investigation, 

prosecution and punishment of any person who has committed an act of terrorism or 

any other offence associated with terrorism; for the repeal of the Prevention of 

Terrorism (Temporary Provisions) Act, No. 48 of 1979; and for matters connected 

therewith or incidental thereto. 

The Bill was ordered to be read a second time on Wednesday, January 24th, 2024, be 

printed and be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on Just and Law–Abiding 

Society. 

 

6. Business of the Parliament: The Leader  of the House of Par liament moved,— 

That the proceedings on Item No. 7 of Public Business appearing on the Order Paper be 

exempted at this day’s sitting from the provisions of Standing Order 27 of the 

Parliament. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

7. Select Committee of Parliament to look into and identify the mechanisms to 

be implemented in order to immediately control and eradicate the rapidly 

spreading drug menace in the country and to submit observations and 

recommendations to Parliament in that regard: The Leader  of the House of 

Parliament moved,— That the time period granted to the Select Committee of 

Parliament to look into and identify the mechanisms to be implemented in order to 

immediately control and eradicate the rapidly spreading drug menace in the country and 
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 to submit observations and recommendations to Parliament in that regard, as specified 

in the Resolution passed by Parliament on 08th June 2023 be extended up to 27th April 

2024 in terms of Standing Order 102 of the Parliament as the Committee needs further 

time to report its observations to Parliament.  

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

8. Contempt of a Court, Tribunal or Institution Bill— Order read for resuming 

the adjourned debate on question  (08th November 2023) [1]. 

“That the Bill be now read a Second Time”, question again proposed; and debate 

resumed. 

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms moved,—  That 

the Bill be now read a second time. 

(At 11.53 a.m. the Deputy Speaker took the Chair.) 

 

The Minister of Education moved,— That  Hon. Samanpriya Herath do take the Chair. 

Question put and agreed to. 

(At 1.20 p.m. Hon. Samanpriya Herath took the Chair.) 

 

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms moved,— That  

Hon. Premnath C. Dolowatta, Attorney at Law  do take the Chair. 

Question put and agreed to. 

(At 3.09 p.m. Hon. Premnath C. Dolowatta, Attorney at Law took the Chair.) 

 

The Hon. Prof. Tissa Witharana, seconded by Hon. Wasantha Yapabandara, Attorney– 

at law moved,— That Hon. Harshana Rajakaruna do take the Chair. 

Question put and agreed to. 

(At 4.10 p.m. Hon. Harshana Rajakaruna took the Chair.) 

(At 4.22 p.m. the Deputy Speaker took the Chair.) 

 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill accordingly read a second time. 

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms moved,—  That the 

Bill be referred to a Committee of the whole Parliament. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Parliament immediately resolved itself into Committee. 
 

(In the Committee) 
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 The Speaker took the Chair. 

Clause 1 was agreed to. 
 

Clause 2 

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms proposed an 

amendment to leave out line 12 in page 1. 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

Question that the Clause as amended, stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to. 

 

Clause 3 

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms proposed an 

amendment to leave out line 7 in page 2 and substitute the following:— 

“(b)  interfere with, or cause grave prejudice to the judicial”; 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 
 

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms proposed 

another amendment to leave out line 21 in page 2 and substitute the following:— 

“that is false which, or doing  

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

 

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms proposed 

another amendment to leave out line 25 in page 2 and substitute the following:— 

“(ii)  gravely prejudices, or interferes with,  

due   

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms proposed 

another amendment to insert the following immediately after the line 21 in page 3 :— 

 “(iv) tampering, altering or falsifying any audio or visual recording or       

         both  of  a  proceeding of  a  court, tribunal or institution; or”; 
 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

Question that the Clause as amended, stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to. 

 

Clause 4  

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms proposed an 

amendment to leave out lines  1 and 2 in page 4 and substitute the following:— 

“4. Any publication or of accurate 

made in good faith of a judge or judicial officer 

judgment or order of a  

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 
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 The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms proposed 

another amendment to leave out line  6 in page 4 and substitute the following:— 

“ to such judge or judicial  officer 

judgement  or order is  
 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

 

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms proposed 

another amendment to leave out line  9 in page 4 and substitute the following:— 

“(a) of accurate facts of any case  

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

 

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms proposed 

another amendment to leave out line  13 in page 4 and substitute the following:— 
  

“(b) of fair comments  on the merits  of any judgment order of a 

court, or action  
 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

Question that the Clause as amended, stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to. 

 

Clause  5  and 6 were agreed to. 

 

Clause 7 

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms proposed an 

amendment to leave out line  10 in page 6 and substitute the following:— 

 

“ issued  on  him  signed  by  the  Registrar of the  

giving in of ”; 
 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

 

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms proposed 

another amendment to leave out line  17 in page 6 and substitute the following:— 
 

“ may  be, shall, after the person  charged  

of court an to an 

in defence  and  hearing  the  person  charged  

 
 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 
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 The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms proposed 

another amendment to leave out lines 23 to 30 ( both inclusive)  in page 6 and substitute 

the following:— 

“(4) contained  in 

provisions  of this section, where  a 

charged  with contempt of court under  subsection (1) 

applies, orally or in to have the 

against  him tried by some Judge  or Judges  

other  the Judge  or Judges in presence  or 

hearing  of court  is alleged  to have  

been  the Court shall cause the matter  to 

be placed, with a of the facts of the 

case, before the Chief Justice or  the President  of the 

Court  of Appeal  as case may be, for such 

as the Chief Justice the President of the 

Court of Appeal  as the case may may think fit to 

issue with respect  to the trial of ”; 

 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

 

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms proposed 

another amendment to leave out lines 1 to 8 (both inclusive) in page 7. 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

 

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms proposed 

another amendment to leave out line  15 in page 7.  

“the  of facts placed  before  the Chief Justice  

the President  of the Court of Appeal  as the case 

may  ”; 
 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

 

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms proposed 

another amendment to leave out lines 27 to 32 ( both inclusive)  in page 7 and substitute 

the following:— 

“(7) The Supreme Court or the Court of Appeal, the 

case may be, may, pending the of a 

charge under this section, direct that such person 

released on bail subject to such as 

Court may deem fit to ”; 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 
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 The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms proposed 

another amendment to leave out lines 1 and  2  in page 8.  

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

Question that the Clause as amended, stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to. 

 

Clause 8 

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms proposed an 

amendment to leave out lines 9 to 11 (both inclusive) in page 8 and substitute the 

following:— 

“(b) a motion filed by the with 

any or thing in of  
 

(c) a motion filed by any other person together an  

affidavit   and   any  or  thing   in of the 

 
 

(2) Every motion or affidavit  filed under   (1) shall 

set ”; 
 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

 

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms proposed 

another amendment to leave out line 16 in page 8 and substitute the following:— 
 

“may be, shall, after perusing the motion and the affidavit, 

document or thing filed under”; 
 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

 

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms proposed 

another amendment to leave out line 20 in page 8 and substitute the following:— 

“(a)  cause a rule to be issued on such person signed by the 

Registrar of the Court, giving”; 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

 

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms proposed 

another amendment to leave out lines 23 and 24 in page 8 and substitute the             

following:— 

“(b) direct that such rule, together with a copy of the 

document filed under subsection (1), be served”; 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 
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 The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms proposed 

another amendment to insert the following immediately after  line 26 in page 8.  

“(4) On the date fixed for the hearing of the charge, the 

Attorney-General may lead the evidence of such witness 

relevant to the document filed under subsection (1), if 

necessary, subject to the right of cross-examination of 

the person charged with contempt of court.”; 
 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

Question that the Clause as amended, stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to. 

 

Clause 9  

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms proposed an 

amendment to leave out lines 24 to 26 ( both inclusive)  in page 9 and substitute the 

following:— 

“(b) a motion filed by the Attorney-General together with any document 

or  thing in support of the motion; or 

(c) a motion filed by  any other person together with an affidavit and any 

document or thing in support of the motion. 

(2) Every reference made, or motion or affidavit filed under subsection”;  

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

 

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms proposed 

another amendment to leave out line 5 in page 10 and substitute the following:— 

“ made or the motion or affidavit filed under subsection (1), 

as the case”; 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

 

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms proposed 

another amendment to leave out line 10 in page 10 and substitute the following:— 

“ (a) cause a rule to be issued on such person signed by the 

Registrar of the Court, giving”; 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

 

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms proposed 

another amendment to leave out line 14 in page 10 and substitute the following:— 

“reference or motion and document made or filed under 

subsection”; 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 
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 The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms proposed 

another amendment to leave out lines 17 to 21 (both inclusive) in page 10 and substitute 

the following:— 

“(4) On the date fixed for the hearing of the charge, the 

Attorney General may lead the evidence of such witness 

relevant to the document filed under subsection (1), if 

necessary, subject to the right of cross-examination of 

the person charged with contempt.”; 
 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

Question that the Clause as amended, stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to. 

 

Clause 10 was agreed to. 

 

Clause 11 

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms proposed an 

amendment to leave out lines  25 to 33 (both inclusive) in page 11.  

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

 

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms proposed 

another amendment to leave out lines  1 to 32 (both inclusive)  in page 12.  

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

 

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms proposed 

another amendment to leave out lines  1 to 4 (both inclusive) in page 13.  

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

Question that the Clause as amended, stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to. 

 

Clause 12 

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms proposed an 

amendment to leave out lines  5 to 13 (both inclusive) in page 13 and substitute the 

following:—  

“12. (1) An appeal may lie from any order or decision of 

the Court of Appeal in the exercise of its jurisdiction to 

punish for contempt of itself and a Court of First 

Instance, tribunal or institution, as the case may be to the 

Supreme Court.”; 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 
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 The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms proposed 

another amendment to leave out line 14 in page 13 and substitute the following:—  

 “(2) The Supreme Court may”; 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

 

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms proposed an 

amendment to leave out lines  20 and 21 in page 13.   

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

Question that the Clause as amended, stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to. 

 

Clause 13 

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms proposed an 

amendment to leave out lines  6 and 7 (both inclusive) in page 14.   

“of one year from the date on which such contempt was 

formally brought to the attention of that court.”; 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

 

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms proposed 

another amendment to leave out lines  11 and 12 in page 14.   

“the date on which such contempt was formally brought to 

the attention of that tribunal or institution.”; 
 

Clauses 14 and 15 were agreed to. 

 

Clause 16 

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms proposed an 

amendment to leave out line 17 in page 15 and substitute the following:— 

“institution” means, an institution created and established 

by written law”; 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

 

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms proposed 

another amendment to leave out line 1  in page 16 and substitute the following:—  

“tribunal” means, a tribunal institution created and 

established by written law”; 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

Question that the Clause as amended, stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to. 
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 Clause 17 was agreed to. 
 

New Clause 

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms proposed an 

amendment to insert the following immediately after the line 22 in page 4:— 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Question that the Clause be read a second time, put and agreed to. 

Question that the Clause be added to the Bill, put and agreed to.  

 

Enacting Clause and Title 

Question that the Enacting Clause and Title stand part of the Bill, put and agreed to. 

Bill reported with Amendments. 

 

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms moved,— That 

the Bill, as amended, be now read the third time. 

Question put, and agreed to.  

Bill, as amended, accordingly read the third time and passed. 

 

9. The Recognition and Enforcement of International Settlement Agreements 

Resulting from Mediation Bill : Order  for  Second Reading read. 

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms moved,—  That the 

Bill be now read a second time. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill accordingly read a second time. 

 

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms moved,— That the 

Bill be referred to a Committee of the whole Parliament. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Parliament immediately resolved itself into Committee. 

(In the Committee) 

“Non-disclosure 
of source of 
information 

5. A person shall not be- 
 

(a) required to disclose, during the court proceedings; 
or 

(b) found guilty of contempt of court for refusing to 
disclose, 

 the source of information contained in a publication for 
which he is responsible, unless it is established to the 
satisfaction of the court that disclosure is necessary in the 
interest of justice or national security or for the prevention 
of disorder or crime.” 
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 The Deputy Speaker took the Chair. 

Clauses 1 to 17 were passed. 

Enacting Clause and Title 

Question that the Enacting Clause and Title stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to. 

Bill reported without Amendments. 

 

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms moved,— That the 

Bill, be now read the third time. 

Question put, and agreed to.  

Bill, accordingly read the third time and passed. 

 

10. Mediation Board (Amendment) Bill : Order for Second Reading read. 

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms moved,—  That the 

Bill be now read a second time. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill accordingly read a second time. 

 

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms moved,—  That 

the Bill be referred to a Committee of the whole Parliament. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Parliament immediately resolved itself into Committee. 

(In the Committee) 

The Deputy Speaker took the Chair. 

 

Clauses 1 to 8 were passed. 

 

Enacting Clause and Title 

Question that the Enacting Clause and Title stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to. 

Bill reported without Amendments. 

 

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms moved,— That 

the Bill, be now read the third time. 

Question put, and agreed to.  

Bill, accordingly read the third time and passed. 

 

11. Powers of Attorney (Amendment) Bill: Order  for  Second Reading read. 

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms moved,—  That 

the Bill be now read a second time. 
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 Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill accordingly read a second time. 

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms moved,— That 

the Bill be referred to a Committee of the whole Parliament. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Parliament immediately resolved itself into Committee. 

(In the Committee) 

The Deputy Speaker took the Chair. 

 

Clauses 1 to 7 were passed. 
 

 

Enacting Clause and Title 

Question that the Enacting Clause and Title stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to. 

Bill reported without Amendments. 

 

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms moved,— That 

the Bill, be now read the third time. 

Question put, and agreed to.  

Bill, accordingly read the third time and passed. 

 

12. Notaries (Amendment) Bill : Order  for  Second Reading read. 

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms moved,—  That 

the Bill be now read a second time. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill accordingly read a second time. 

 

The  Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms moved,—  That 

the Bill be referred to a Committee of the whole Parliament. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Parliament immediately resolved itself into Committee. 

(In the Committee) 

The Deputy Speaker took the Chair. 
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 Clause1 was agreed to. 

Clause 2 

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms proposed an 

amendment to leave out lines  5 and 11 (both inclusive) in page 1 and substitute the 

following:— 

“2. Section 28 of the Notaries Ordinance (Chapter 107) (hereinafter 

referred to as the “principal enactment”) is hereby amended as 

follows:- 

(1) by the repeal of subsection (1) thereof, and the substitution therefor 

of the following:- 

        “(1) For the purpose of obtaining such certificate a declaration in 

writing, signed by such notary, containing the following particulars:- 

 (a) his name and place or places of residence; 

 (b) the exact situation of his office or of each of his offices; 

 (c) the judicial zone in which he is authorized to practice, 

shall be delivered to such Registrar.”; 

(2) in subsection (1A) thereof, by the substitution for the words 

“Registrar of Lands.”, of the words and figures “Registrar of Lands and 

that any sum of money, if any has been imposed by the Registrar General 

in terms of section 35, has been paid.”. 

 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

Question that the Clause as amended, stand part of the Bill, put, and                 

agreed to. 

 

Clause 3  

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms proposed an 

amendment to leave out line  13 in page 4 and substitute the following:— 

“figures, “in the Form F 1”; 

(9) in rule (29) thereof, by the substitution for the words “in 

the Form F”, of the words and figures, “in the Form F1”; 

and”; 
  

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

Question that the Clause as amended, stand part of the Bill, put, and  agreed to. 

 

Clause 4 was agreed to. 
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 Clause 5 

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms proposed an 

amendment to leave out lines  4 and 12 (both inclusive) in page 6 and substitute the 

following:— 

”. 

6. For the avoidance of doubt, it is hereby declared that”’ 

 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

Question that the Clause as amended, stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to. 
 

Clauses 6 and 7 were agreed to. 
 

 

New Clause 

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms proposed an 

amendment to insert the following immediately after line 20 in page 5:— 

Question that the Clause be read a second time, put and agreed to. 
 

Question that the Clause be added to the Bill, put and agreed to.  

 

Enacting Clause and Title 

Question that the Enacting Clause and Title stand part of the Bill, put and agreed to. 
 

Bill reported with Amendments. 

“the following new form:- 

“Form F1 
Monthly list of the deeds 

[section 31(26)] 

List of deeds attested during the month of ……….. year…… 

Name of the notary: 

NIC No. of the notary 

No:” 

N
o 

D
e
e
d 
N
o. 

Date of 
Attestat
ion 

Grantor Grantee Re
gis
ter
ed 
Di
str
ict 

Divisiona
l 
Secretary
’s 
Division 
in which 
the land 
is situated 

Na
me 
of 
the 
lan
d 

Local 
authority 
in which 
the land 
is 
situated 

C
o
n
s
i
d
e
r
a
t
i
o
n 

Stamp duty Nam
e of 
the 
instr
umen
t 

Name 
and 
addre
ss 

NI
C 
No
. 

Nam
e 
and 
addr
ess 

N
I
C 
N
o. 

Ce
ntr
al 
Go
ver
nm
ent 

Provincial 
Council 

                             

“Amendment of 
section 43 of the 
principal enactment 

5. Section 43 of the principal enactment is hereby 
amended by the repeal of the definition of the expression 
“executant”.”. 
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 The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms moved,— That 

the Bill, as amended, be now read the third time. 

Question put, and agreed to.  

Bill, as amended, accordingly read the third time and passed. 

 

13. Prevention of Frauds (Amendment) Bill: Order  for  Second                   

Reading read. 

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms moved,—  That 

the Bill be now read a second time. 

Question put, and agreed to. 
 

Bill accordingly read a second time. 

 

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms moved,— That 

the Bill be referred to a Committee of the whole Parliament. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Parliament immediately resolved itself into Committee. 

(In the Committee) 

 

The Deputy Speaker took the Chair. 
 

Clause 1 was agreed to. 

 

Clause 2 

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms proposed an 

amendment to leave out line 8 in page 1 and substitute the following:— 

“ subsection (1) ; 

(2) in the renumbered subsection (1) thereof- 

(a) by the repeal of paragraph (a), and the substitution of the following:- 

  “ (a) the relevant deed or instrument shall be in writing, 

signed by every executant or by any person duly authorized by 

such executant and the witnesses in the presence of a licenced 

notary public present at the same time and in  the presence of 

one another, and the same shall be attested by such notary; 

and”; 

(b) in paragraph (b), by the substitution for the words, “the relevant deed or 

instrument:” of the words, “the relevant deed or instrument, in the 

presence of such notary public and the witnesses:”. 
 

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to. 

Question that the Clause as amended, stand part of the Bill, put, and  agreed to. 
 

Clause 3 was agreed to. 
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 Enacting Clause and Title 

Question that the Enacting Clause and Title stand part of the Bill, put and agreed to. 

Bill reported with amendments. 

The Minister of Justice, Prisons Affairs and Constitutional Reforms moved,— That 

the Bill, as amended, be now read the third time. 

Question put, and agreed to.  

Bill, as amended, accordingly read the third time and passed. 

 

14. Resolution under the Essential Public Services Act: The Minister  of 

Education on behalf of the Prime Minister and Minister of Public Administration, Home 

Affairs, Provincial Councils and Local Government moved,—That this Parliament 

resolves that the Proclamation made and published in the Gazette Extraordinary         

No. 2365/29 of 03rd January 2024 and Schedule thereto, by virtue of the powers vested 

with the President in terms of Section 2 of the Essential Public Services Act, No. 61 of 

1979, which was presented on 09.01.2024, be approved. 
 

Question put, and agreed to. 

 

15. Adjournment : .And it being 5.30 p.m. Par liament was adjourned by the 

Deputy Speaker without question put. 

Parliament adjourned accordingly, until 9.30 a.m. on Thursday, January 11th, 2024. 

 


