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MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT
(Returned at the General Election, 14™ November, 2024)

A

Abayarathna, Abayarathna Herath Mudiyanselage Harischandra (Puttalam)
Abeygunawardhana, Rohitha Piyathissa (Kalutara)

Abeysena, H.T. Chrishantha Silva (Gampaha)

Abeysinghe, Chathuranga (Colombo)

Abeysinghe, Nihal (Kalutara)

Abeywickrama, Upali Priyantha (Gampaha)

Adaikkalanathan, Amirthanathan (Vanni)

Athambawa, Aboobucker (National List)

Ajantha, Gammeddage (Matara)

Alawathuwala, Jayadewa Chandrawansa (Kurunegala)

Appuhamy, Makawita Arachchige Don Hector Hyginus (Puttalam)
Archchuna, Ramanathan (Jaffna)

Ariyawansha, Basuriyage (Ratnapura)

Arkam, Muhammadu Ilyas Muhammadu (Matara)

Amarasuriya, Harini (Colombo)

Ariyarathne, Ms. Kaushalya (Colombo)

Aslam, M.K. Muhammadu (Kurunegala)

Athauda, Mrs. Athauda Arachchillage Sagarika Gangani (Kegalle)

B

Balagalla, B.R.M. Sudath (Badulla)

Bandara, Kekiriwaththe Ralalage Nanda (Kegalle)

Bandara, Nungamuwa Ralalage Padmasiri (Polonnaruwa)

Bandara, T.M. Ravindra Aruna (Badulla)

Basnayaka, Ekanayaka Mudiyanselage Gedara Kumbure Gedara (Mahanuwara)
Bhashana, H.G. Lasith (Gampaha)

Biyanwila, Biyanwilage Sunil Jayalath (Matale)

Chandrasekar, Ramalingam (National List)

Dammika, Hettithanthri Patabendige (Kegalle)

Dasanayake, Don Arthur Chamara Sampath (Badulla)

De Lal, Naligama Hewage Asela Naleen (Galle)

De Silva, Ginige Mahendra Harsha (Colombo)

De Silva, Sugath Wasantha (National List)

Dharmasena, Wijesinghe Herath Mudiyanselage (Monaragala)
Dinushan, Denagama Vitharanage Chanaka (Hambantota)
Dissanayake, Dissanayake Mudiyanselage Thanura Harshana (Mahanuwara)
Dissanayake, D.M. Dharmapriya (Kurunegala)

Dissanayake, D.M. Sujeewa Indika (Kurunegala)
Dissanayake, Gamagedara (Matale)

Dodawatta, Susantha (Colombo)

Egoda Vithana, Asitha Niroshana (Colombo)



Ivi

Faizal, Muhammadu Jaleel Muhammad (Puttalam)

Fasmin, Mohomad Sharif Mohomad (Mahanuwara)

Fernando, Anthonige Anil Jayantha (Gampaha)

Fernando, Mihidukulasuriya Weebaddage Janath Chithral (Puttalam)
Fernando, T.J. Priyan Stepni (Gampaha)

Galappaththi, Arachchige Nihal (Hambantota)

Galappaththi, Chathura Harsha Kumara (Matara)

Gamage, Sunil Kumara (National List)

Gamage, Thiththagalla Gamage Rathna (Galle)

Ganesan, Mano (National List) [From 12th December, 2024]
Gangani, Mrs. M.A.C.S. Chathuri (Monaragala)

Gihan, Ajith (Puttalam)

Gunarathna, Ruwan Wijeweera (Monaragala)

Gunasekara, Eranga (Colombo)

Gunasena, Medage Manjula Prasanna Kumara (Mahanuwara)
Gunasena, P.P. Ashoka (Kurunegala)

Gunasingha, Millagala Wedaralalage Nandana Upali (Kegalle)
Gunasingha, Mrs. Samanmali (Colombo)

Gunawardana, .M. Nishantha Jagath Kumara (Kurunegala)

H

Hakeem, Abdul Rauff Hibathul (Mahanuwara)

Handunnetti, Sunil (Matara)

Hemachandra, Arun (Trincomalee)

Hemachandra, Ms. Lakmali Kanchana (National List)

Herath, Appuhami Arachchilage Jeewantha Bhagya Sri (Anuradhapura)
Herath, Mrs. H.M. Geetha Rathna Kumari (Kurunegala)

Herath, H.M. Vijitha (Gampaha)

Hettiarachchi, H.A.D. Sudarsha Champika (Gampaha)
Hettiaratchi, Chandima (Kalutara)

Hewage, Athula Welandagoda (Hambantota)

Hizbullah, Mahumudu Lewwei Aalim Muhammadu (Batticaloa)

Ilankumaran, Karunanathan (Jaffna)
Indika, Najith (National List)

Jayakody, Anton Sarath (Puttalam)

Jayakody, Punya Sri Kumara (National List)

Jayamaha, Nalin Bandara (Kurunegala)

Jayaratne, Anuradha Lanka Pradeep (Mahanuwara)

Jayasekara, Dayasiri (Kurunegala)

Jayasekera, Aruna (National List)

Jayasingha, Mrs. Jayaneththi Koralalage Dona Thushari (Mahanuwara)
Jayasinghe, S.P.S. Mahindawansha (Gampaha)

Jayasundara, Thotagamuwe Kankanamge (Galle)

Jayatissa, Appuhamilage Nalinda (Kalutara)

Jayawardhana, R.M. (Monaragala)

Jayawardhana, Senadheerage Don Kavinda Heshan (Gampaha)

Jayaweera, Dilith Susantha (National List)

Jayaweera, Hapuarachchige Kosala Nuwan (Kegalle) [Died, 06th April, 2025]
Jayaweera, Ushettige Don Nishantha (National List) [From 07th July, 2025]
Jegatheeswaran, Arumugam Mayilvaganam (Vanni)



lvii

Kabir, Mohomed Hashim Mohomed (Kegalle)

Kalaichelvi, Ms. Krishnan (Nuwara Eliya)

Kariapper, Mohamed Nizam (National List) [From 12th December, 2024]
Karunanayake, Sandres Raveendra (National List)

Karunaratne, Namal (Kurunegala)

Karunathilaka, Anura (National List)

Karunathilleka, Gayantha (Galle)

Kavirathna, Mrs. Jambugaha Pitiyegedara Rohini Kumari Wijerathna (Matale)
Kiriella, Mrs. Chamindranee Bandara (Mahanuwara)

Kithsiri, Gamlakshage Upul (Ratnapura)

Kodeeswaran, Kaveenthiran (Digamadulla)

Kodithuwakku, Janitha Ruwan (National List)

Kodithuwakku, Kodithuwakku Arachchige Jagath Manuwarna (Mahanuwara)
Kottahachchi, Mrs. Nilanthi (Kalutara)

Kugathasan, Kathiravelu Shanmugam (Trincomalee)

Kumara, Herath Mudiyanselage Gayan Janaka (Puttalam)

Kumara, H.M. Dinindu Saman (Badulla)

Kumara, H.M. Sarath (Monaragala)

Kumara, K.D. Chaminda Lalith (Gampaha)

Lal Kantha, Kuragamage Don (Mahanuwara)

Lakmali, Mrs. Rajagalbada Gamage Nilusha (Ratnapura)
Lakshamana, Namal Sudarshana (Kurunegala)

Liyanage, Udagama Liyanage Waruna Priyantha (Ratnapura)

M

Madarasinghe, Saliya Sandaruwan (Hambantota)

Madduma Bandara, Rathnayaka Mudiyanselage Ranjith (National List)
Madhuranga, N.R. Prageeth (Gampaha)

Madugoda, Gamage Chanaka Sampath (Galle)

Mabharoof, Imran (Trincomalee)

Mapalagama, Ruwan Nishantha (Gampaha)

Marikkar, Saidulla Musthajab (Colombo)

Masthan, Kader Kader (Vanni)

Meththapala, Abeywickrama Liyanage (Matara)

Mohamad, Mohammadu Farook Riyas (Mahanuwara)

Muhammedu, Ismail Muththu Muhammedu (National List) [From 12th December, 2024]
Muneer, M.M. Mohamad (Gampaha)

Musthapha, Mohomed Faiszer (National List) [From 11th December, 2024]

N

Naleem, Mohamed Sali (National List) [From 22nd November, 2024] [Resigned on 14th March, 2025]
Nanayakkara, Harshana (Colombo)

Nanayakkara, Sena (Anuradhapura)

Nawarathna, Wasala Mudiyanselage Susantha Kumara (Anuradhapura)

Nelson, Hewa Gajaman Paththinige Kins Kumar (Polonnaruwa)

Nipuna Arachchi, Lakshman (Colombo)

P

Palihena, Palihenage Don Nimal Karunasiri (Anuradhapura)
Panagoda, Aruna (Colombo)

Pannilage, Upali (National List)

Pathmakumara, Nandana (Kalutara)

Pathma Kumara, Subasingha Shantha (Ratnapura)



Iviii

Paulraj, Mrs. Saroja Savithri (Matara)

Perera, Ajith Pathmakantha (Kalutara)

Perera, Hettiarachchige Dinesh Hemantha (Matale)

Perera, Kasadoruge Sujith Sanjaya (Kegalle)

Perera, Kolomba Thanthreege Nishantha (Galle)

Pinnagoda Vithana, Jagath Premalal (Kalutara)

Piyathissa, Lankapeli Gedara Wasantha (Digamadulla)
Ponnambalam, Gajendrakumar Kangesar (Jaffna)

Prabu, Kanthasamy (Batticaloa)

Pradeep, Sundaralingam (Ratnapura)

Prasad, Warnakulasuriya Madduma Muthukalage Amila (Gampaha)
Premadasa, Sajith (Colombo)

Premanath, Baraniwala Liyanage Lal (Matara)

Premathilaka, Mrs. Gammana Liyanage Hasara Nayanathara (Galle)
Priyadarshana, A.A. Ajith Shantha (Monaragala)

Priyasanjana, Akmeemana Gamage Roshan (Trincomalee)

Pushpa Kumara, Landuyaya Ralalage Karuwalamulle Wasantha (Ratnapura)

R

Radhakrishnan, Velusamy (Nuwara Eliya)

Rahman, Mohommed Mujibur (Colombo)

Rajakaruna, Harshana Supun (Gampaha)

Rajapaksa, Lakshman Namal (National List)

Rajapaksha, Dingiriyalage Sunil (Ratnapura)

Rajapaksha, Rajapaksha Pedige Manoj Kumar (Kegalle)
Rajeevan, Jeyachandramoorthy (Jaffna)

Ranasingha, R.A. Sanjeewa (Kalutara)

Ranasinghe, Herath Mudiyanselage Susil (Anuradhapura)
Ranasinghe, Rathnayaka Mudiyanselage Samantha (Kegalle) [From 08th April, 2025]
Ranasinghe, Ruwan Chaminda (National List)

Ranganath, Aluthduwa Hewa Gunawardhana Danushka (Kalutara)
Ranwala, R.A. Asoka Sapumal (Gampaha)

Rasamanickam, Shanakiyan Rahul Rajaputhiran (Batticaloa)
Rathnasiri, Banneka Mudiyanselage Sunil (Polonnaruwa)
Rathnayaka, Majula Meemana Sugath (Digamadulla)

Rathnayaka, Rathnayaka Mudiyanselage Suranga (Anuradhapura)
Rathnayake, Bimal Niroshan (National List)

Rathnayake, Gamini (National List)

Rathwaththe, Mrs. Abeysingha Mudiyanselage Medagedara Muthumenike (Digamadulla)
Ravikaran, Thurairasa (Vanni)

Rishard, Abdul (Vanni)

Rukmal, Udumalagala Gamage Thilanka (Galle)

Ruwanthilaka, Jayakody Arachchige (Gampaha)

Salih, Mohomed Rizvie (Colombo)

Samarakoon, Mallawa Mudiyanselage Thilina Tharuka (Anuradhapura)

Samarasingha, Rathnayaka Hettige Upali (National List)

Samarasinghe, Herath Mudiyanselage Wasantha (Anuradhapura)

Samaraweera, Nishantha (Galle)

Samivel, Ms. Ambika (Badulla)

Sarath, Tikiri Bandalage (Polonnaruwa)

Sathiyalingam, Pathmanathan (National List)

Selvaraj, Kitnan (Badulla)

Senarath, Prabha Ruwan (Hambantota)

Senarathna, Dimiyawe Arachchillage Janaka (Ratnapura)

Senasinghe, Arjuna Sujeewa (National List) [From 12th December, 2024]

Senevi, Hiniduma Sunil (Ratnapura)

Senevirathna, Senanayake Senevirathna Herath Mudiyanselage Welakona Waththe Gedara Madhura Daham Bandara
(Nuwara Eliya)

Shritharan, Sivagnanam (Jaffna)

Srinath, Elayathamby (Batticaloa)

Sooriyaarachchi, Chandana (Colombo)



lix

Sooriyabandara, G.D. (Kurunegala)

Sri Bavanandarajah, Shanmuganathan (Jaffna)

Srineshan, Gnanamuththu (Batticaloa)

Sujeewa, Ms. W.A. Hemali (Gampaha)

Suraweera, Dewananda (Colombo)

Suraweera Arachchi, Trimesh Manjula (Nuwara Eliya)

Suriyapperuma, Harshana (National List) [Resigned on 20th June, 2025]

T

Thahir, Muhammadhaliyar Muhammadhu (Digamadulla)

Thennakoon, T.M. Chandana Mihira Bandara (Kurunegala)

Thigambaram, Palani (Nuwara Eliya)

Thilaganathan, Sellaththamby (Vanni)

Thilakarathne, Mrs. Premasiri Pathiranalage Anushka Darshanie (Nuwara Eliya)
Thilakaratne, Sugath (National List)

Thondaman, Jeevan Kumaravel (Nuwara Eliya)

U
Umanga, Mrs. Oshani (Kalutara)
Uthumalebbe, Meera Sahibu (Digamadulla)

A%
Viddyarathna, K.V. Samantha (Badulla)
Vitharana, Aravinda Senarath (Hambantota)

W

Wasalage, Mrs. Deepthi Niranjani (Matale)

Wasalathilaka, Wasalathilaka Gedara Nayana Priyankara (Badulla)
Watagala, Sunil (Colombo)

Wazeeth, Mohamed Sheriff Abthul (National List) [From 03rd July, 2025]
Wedaarachchi, Dilip (Hambantota)

Weeraratne, Eranga Udesh (National List)

Welipitiya, Welipitiyalage Rohan Kanchana (Kegalle)

Wickramaratne, Idampitiyegedara Wanigasuriya Mudiyanselage Jagath (Polonnaruwa)
Wijemuni, Muditha Hansaka (Mahanuwara)

Wijepala, K.M. Ananda (Kurunegala)

Wijerathna, Munhene Mudiyanselage Priyantha Kumar (Digamadulla)
Wijerathna, Rajawardhana Gedara (Nuwara Eliya)

Wijesinghe, N.D. (Gampaha)

Wijesinghe, Mrs. Wijesinghe Mudiyanselage Hiruni Madusha (Puttalam)
Wijesiri, B.M. (Kurunegala)

Wijesiri, Lokugasthota Vitharanage Chaminda (Badulla)

Wijesundara, Wijesundara Mudiyanselage Rohana Bandara (Anuradhapara)
Withanage, Ankumbura Arachchige Heshan Wijaya (Ratnapura)






DEMOCRATIC SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF SRI LANKA

PRESIDENT

HON. ANURA KUMARA DISSANAYAKE

(Minister of Defence, Minister of Finance, Planning and Economic Development and
Minister of Digital Economy)

CABINET

Prime Minister and Minister of Education, Higher Education and Vocational Education — The Hon. (Dr.) Harini
Amarasuriya

Minister of Transport, Highways, Ports and Civil Aviation and the Leader of the House of Parliament —
The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake

Minister of Health and Mass Media and Chief Government Whip — The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa

Minister of Agriculture, Livestock, Land and Irrigation — The Hon. K.D. Lal Kantha

Minister of Foreign Affairs, Foreign Employment and Tourism — The Hon. Vijitha Herath

Minister of Fisheries, Aquatic and Ocean Resources — The Hon. Ramalingam Chandrasekar

Minister of Industry and Entrepreneurship Development — The Hon. Sunil Handunnetti

Minister of Plantation and Community Infrastructure — The Hon. K.V. Samantha Viddyarathna

Minister of Trade, Commerce, Food Security and Co-operative Development — The Hon. Wasantha Samarasinghe

Minister of Public Administration, Provincial Councils and Local Government — The Hon. (Prof.)) A.H.M.H.
Abayarathna

Minister of Science and Technology — The Hon. (Prof.) Chrishantha Abeysena

Minister of Urban Development, Construction and Housing — The Hon. Anura Karunathilaka
Minister of Youth Affairs and Sports — The Hon. Sunil Kumara Gamage

Minister of Energy — The Hon. Kumara Jayakody

Minister of Labour — The Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha

Minister of Justice and National Integration — The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Attorney - at - Law
Minister of Environment — The Hon. (Dr.) Dammika Patabendi

Minister of Rural Development, Social Security and Community Empowerment — The Hon. (Dr.) Upali Pannilage
Minister of Women and Child Affairs — The Hon. (Mrs.) Saroja Savithri Paulraj

Minister of Public Security and Parliamentary Affairs — The Hon. Ananda Wijepala

Minister of Buddhasasana, Religious and Cultural Affairs — The Hon. (Dr.) Hiniduma Sunil Senevi



Ixii

DEPUTY MINISTERS

Deputy Minister of Economic Development — The Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha

Deputy Minister of Agriculture and Livestock — The Hon. Namal Karunaratne

Deputy Minister of Industry and Entrepreneurship Development — The Hon. Chathuranga Abeysinghe
Deputy Minister of Ports and Civil Aviation — The Hon. Janitha Ruwan Kodithuwakku

Deputy Minister of Fisheries, Aquatic and Ocean Resources — The Hon. Rathna Gamage

Deputy Minister of Youth Affairs — The Hon. Eranga Gunasekara

Deputy Minister of Transport and Highways — The Hon. (Dr.) Prasanna Gunasena

Deputy Minister of Environment — The Hon. Anton Jayakody

Deputy Minister of Trade, Commerce and Food Security — The Hon. R.M. Jayawardhana

Deputy Minister of Labour — The Hon. Mahinda Jayasinghe

Deputy Minister of Defence — The Hon. Major General (Rtd.) Aruna Jayasekera

Deputy Minister of Sports — The Hon. Sugath Thilakaratne

Deputy Minister of Buddhasasana, Religious and Cultural Affairs — The Hon. Gamagedara Dissanayake

Deputy Minister of Rural Development, Social Security and Community Empowerment — The Hon. Wasantha
Piyathissa

Deputy Minister of Plantation and Community Infrastructure — The Hon. Sundaralingam Pradeep
Deputy Minister of National Integration — The Hon. Muneer Mulaffer

Deputy Minister of Tourism — The Hon. (Prof.) Ruwan Chaminda Ranasinghe

Deputy Minister of Land and Irrigation — The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Ranasinghe

Deputy Minister of Public Security and Parliamentary Affairs — The Hon. Sunil Watagala, Attorney - at - Law
Deputy Minister of Health and Mass Media — The Hon. (Dr.) Hansaka Wijemuni

Deputy Minister of Digital Economy — The Hon. Eranga Weeraratne

Deputy Minister of Co-operative Development - The Hon. Upali Samarasingha

Deputy Minister of Housing — The Hon. T.B. Sarath

Deputy Minister of Women and Child Affairs — The Hon. (Dr.) Namal Sudarshana

Deputy Minister of Provincial Councils and Local Government — The Hon. P. Ruwan Senarath
Deputy Minister of Education and Higher Education — The Hon. (Dr.) Madhura Senevirathna
Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Employment — The Hon. Arun Hemachandra
Deputy Minister of Vocational Education — The Hon. Nalin Hewage



Ixiii
PANEL OF CHAIRS

The Hon. Lakshman Nipuna Arachchi, The Hon. Imran Maharoof, The Hon. (Mrs.) Rohini Kumari Wijerathna,
The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam, The Hon. (Dr.) (Ms.) Kaushalya Ariyarathne, The Hon.
(Prof.) Sena Nanayakkara, The Hon. Chanaka Madugoda, The Hon. Sanjeewa Ranasingha, The Hon. Aravinda
Senarath, The Hon. Kitnan Selvaraj

COMMITTEES OF PARLIAMENT

COMMITTEE OF SELECTION
The Hon. (Dr.) Jagath Wickramaratne (Chairman), The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake, The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa,
The Hon. K.V. Samantha Viddyarathna The Hon. Ramalingam Chandrasekar, The Hon. Anura Karunathilaka,
The Hon. (Mrs.) Saroja Savithri Paulraj, The Hon. Eranga Gunasekara, The Hon. Muneer Mulaffer, The Hon.
Gayantha Karunathilleka, The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake, The Hon. (Dr.) Pathmanathan
Sathiyalingam

COMMITTEE ON PARLIAMENTARY BUSINESS
The Hon. (Dr.) Jagath Wickramaratne (Chairman), The Hon. (Dr.) Rizvie Salih, The Hon. (Mrs.) Hemali
Weerasekara, The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake, The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa, The Hon. Vijitha Herath,
The Hon. Ramalingam Chandrasekar, The Hon. Wasantha Samarasinghe, The Hon. Anura Karunathilaka, The
Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha, The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, The Hon. (Mrs.) Saroja Savithri Paulraj, The Hon.
Sajith Premadasa, The Hon. Gamagedara Dissanayake, The Hon. Sundaralingam Pradeep, The Hon. Muneer
Mulaffer, The Hon. Sunil Watagala, The Hon. Arun Hemachandra, The Hon. Gayantha Karunathilleka, The Hon.
R.M. Ranjith Madduma Bandara, The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake, The Hon. Namal
Rajapaksa, The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam, The Hon. Aboobucker Athambawa, The Hon.

(Dr.) Nihal Abeysinghe, The Hon. Gayan Janaka

COMMITTEE ON STANDING ORDERS
The Hon. (Dr.) Jagath Wickramaratne (Chairman), The Hon. (Dr.) Rizvie Salih, The Hon. (Mrs.) Hemali
Weerasekara, The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa, The Hon. Anura Karunathilaka, The Hon. (Dr.) Prasanna
Gunasena, The Hon. Imran Maharoof, The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri, The Hon. (Dr.) (Ms.) Kaushalya Ariyarathne,
The Hon. (Dr.) Najith Indika, The Hon. Sarath Kumara, The Hon. (Dr.) S. Sri Bavanandarajah

HOUSE COMMITTEE
The Hon. (Dr.) Jagath Wickramaratne (Chairman), The Hon. Ananda Wijepala, The Hon. Gamagedara Dissanayake,
The Hon. Wasantha Piyathissa, The Hon. Dilip Wedaarachchi, The Hon. J.C. Alawathuwala, The Hon. K. Sujith
Sanjaya Perera, The Hon. (Mrs.) Rohini Kumari Wijerathna, The Hon. Kins Nelson, The Hon. (Mrs.) Sagarika
Athauda, The Hon. M.K.M. Aslam, The Hon. M.S. Uthumalebbe, The Hon. (Mrs.) M.A.C.S. Chathuri Gangani,
The Hon. (Dr.) Sellaththamby Thilaganathan, The Hon. Nandana Pathmakumara, The Hon. Dewananda
Suraweera

COMMITTEE ON ETHICS AND PRIVILEGES
The Hon. (Prof.) Chrishantha Abeysena (Chairman), The Hon. (Dr.) Upali Pannilage, The Hon. Wasantha Piyathissa,
The Hon. Sunil Watagala, The Hon. Ajith P. Perera, The Hon. Anuradha Jayaratne, The Hon. Amirthanathan
Adaikkalanathan, The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam, The Hon. Lakshman Nipuna Arachchi, The Hon. Hesha
Withanage Ankumbura Arachchi, The Hon. Gnanamuththu Srineshan, The Hon. Aboobucker Athambawa, The
Hon. (Prof.) L.M. Abeywickrama, The Hon. (Ms.) Krishnan Kalaichelvi, The Hon. Sarath Kumara, The Hon.
(Mrs.) Thushari Jayasingha, The Hon. (Prof.) Sena Nanayakkara, The Hon. (Mrs.) Deepthi Wasalage

COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC ACCOUNTS

The Hon. Anton Jayakody, The Hon. Major General (Rtd.) Aruna Jayasekera, The Hon. Sugath Thilakaratne, The
Hon. Sundaralingam Pradeep, The Hon. Nalin Hewage, The Hon. Kabir Hashim, The Hon. (Dr.) M.L.A.M.
Hizbullah, The Hon. Rohitha Abeygunawardhana, The Hon. J.C. Alawathuwala, The Hon. Chamara Sampath
Dasanayake, The Hon. Hector Appuhamy, The Hon. (Dr.) Kavinda Heshan Jayawardhana, The Hon.
Kaveenthiran Kodeeswaran, The Hon. (Mrs.) Sagarika Athauda, The Hon. Manjula Suraweera Arachchi, The
Hon. K. Ilankumaran, The Hon. (Mrs.) Oshani Umanga, The Hon. Ajantha Gammeddage, The Hon. Ruwanthilaka
Jayakody, The Hon. (Mrs.) Thushari Jayasingha, The Hon. T.K. Jayasundara, The Hon. M.A.M. Thahir, The Hon.
Susantha Kumara Nawarathna, The Hon. Lal Premanath, The Hon. Chanaka Madugoda, The Hon. Sunil
Rathnasiri, The Hon. Dinindu Saman Hennayake, The Hon. Chandana Sooriyaarachchi, The Hon. Aravinda
Senarath, The Hon. (Dr.) Janaka Senarathna

COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC ENTERPRISES
The Hon. (Dr.) Nishantha Samaraweera (Chairman), The Hon. Mano Ganesan, The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, The
Hon. Arjuna Sujeewa Senasinghe, The Hon. D.V. Chanaka, The Hon. Anuradha Jayaratne, The Hon. Nalin
Bandara Jayamaha, The Hon. S.M. Marikkar, The Hon. Mujibur Rahman, The Hon. Chaminda Wijesiri, The Hon.
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Aboobucker Athambawa, The Hon. M.K.M. Aslam, The Hon. Arkam Ilyas, The Hon. (Mrs.) Nilanthi
Kottahachchi, The Hon. (Mrs.) Samanmali Gunasingha, The Hon. Dilith Jayaweera, The Hon. Mayilvaganam
Jegatheeswaran, The Hon. Sujeewa Dissanayake, The Hon. Sudath Balagalla, The Hon. (Dr.) S. Sri
Bavanandarajah, The Hon. Lieutenant Commander (Rtd.) Prageeth Madhuranga, The Hon. Jagath Manuwarna,
The Hon. Ruwan Mapalagama, The Hon. Sunil Rajapaksha, The Hon. Darmapriya Wijesinghe, The Hon. Asitha
Niroshana Egoda Vithana, The Hon. (Dr.) Pathmanathan Sathiyalingam, The Hon. Thilina Samarakoon, The Hon.
Chandima Hettiaratchi, The Hon. (Ms.) Lakmali Hemachandra, The Hon. Dinesh Hemantha

COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC FINANCE
The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva (Chairman), The Hon. Chathuranga Abeysinghe, The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, The Hon.
Ravi Karunanayake, The Hon. Harshana Rajakaruna, The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam, The
Hon. Ajith Agalakada, The Hon. M.K.M. Aslam, The Hon. (Dr.) (Ms.) Kaushalya Ariyarathne, The Hon. Arkam
Ilyas, The Hon. Nimal Palihena, The Hon. Chithral Fernando, The Hon. Wijesiri Basnayake, The Hon. Sunil
Rajapaksha, The Hon. Thilina Samarakoon, The Hon. Champika Hettiarachchi, The Hon. (Ms.) Lakmali
Hemachandra, The Hon. Nishantha Jayaweera

COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS

The Hon. Wijesiri Basnayake (Chairman), The Hon. Chathuranga Abeysinghe, The Hon. (Prof.) Ruwan Ranasinghe,
The Hon. Eranga Weeraratne, The Hon. Asoka Sapumal Ranwala, The Hon. Mano Ganesan, The Hon. Ajith P.
Perera, The Hon. Arjuna Sujeewa Senasinghe, The Hon. Chamara Sampath Dasanayake, The Hon. K. Sujith
Sanjaya Perera, The Hon. Rohana Bandara, The Hon. Arkam Ilyas, The Hon. (Mrs.) Nilanthi Kottahachchi, The
Hon. Chathura Galappaththi, The Hon. Dilith Jayaweera, The Hon. (Dr.) Sellaththamby Thilaganathan, The Hon.
Sunil Biyanwila, The Hon. Ruwan Mapalagama, The Hon. (Dr.) Nandana Millagala, The Hon. (Mrs.) Hasara
Liyanage, The Hon. Thilina Samarakoon, The Hon. Champika Hettiarachchi, The Hon. Nishantha Jayaweera

COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC PETITIONS

The Hon. R.M. Gamini Rathnayake (Chairman), The Hon. Upali Samarasingha, The Hon. Rohitha
Abeygunawardhana, The Hon. Dilip Wedaarachchi, The Hon. Kader Masthan, The Hon. Imran Maharoof, The
Hon. (Mrs.) Rohini Kumari Wijerathna, The Hon. Waruna Liyanage, The Hon. Ajith Agalakada, The Hon. U.P.
Abeywickrama, The Hon. Upul Kithsiri, The Hon. Chaminda Lalith Kumara, The Hon. Ajith Gihan, The Hon.
Ashoka Gunasena, The Hon. M.A.M. Thahir, The Hon. Dharmapriya Dissanayake, The Hon. Nandana
Pathmakumara, The Hon. Nishantha Perera, The Hon. (Dr.) Sandaruwan Madarasinghe, The Hon. Lieutenant
Commander (Rtd.) Prageeth Madhuranga, The Hon. Chanaka Madugoda, The Hon. Sunil Rathnasiri, The Hon.
(Mrs.) AM.M.M. Rathwaththe, The Hon. Manoj Rajapaksha, The Hon. (Mrs.) Hiruni Wijesinghe, The Hon.
Jagath Vithana, The Hon. (Ms.) Ambika Samivel, The Hon. Muhammad Faizal

COMMITTEE ON CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS
The Hon. (Dr.) Jagath Wickramaratne (Chairman), The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya, The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake,
The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, The Hon. Sajith Premadasa, The Hon. (Dr.) Nihal Abeysinghe, The Hon. (Dr.)
Pathmanathan Sathiyalingam

COMMITTEE ON HIGH POSTS

The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya (Chairperson), The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake, The Hon. Ramalingam Chandrasekar,
The Hon. Wasantha Samarasinghe, The Hon. Kumara Jayakody, The Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha, The Hon.
Harshana Nanayakkara, The Hon. (Dr.) Upali Pannilage, The Hon. (Mrs.) Saroja Savithri Paulraj, The Hon. (Dr.)
Hiniduma Sunil Senevi, The Hon. (Dr.) Hansaka Wijemuni, The Hon. Rishad Bathiudeen, The Hon. Faiszer
Musthapha, The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, The Hon. K. Kader Masthan, The Hon. Kathiravelu Shanmugam
Kugathasan, The Hon. (Dr.) Nihal Abeysinghe, The Hon. (Mrs.) Chamindranee Kiriella, The Hon. Nizam
Kariapper

BACKBENCHER COMMITTEE
The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa (Chairman), The Hon. Gayantha Karunatilleka, The Hon. Roshan Akmeemana, The
Hon. B. Ariyawansha, The Hon. (Dr.) Najith Indika, The Hon. K. Ilankumaran, The Hon. Lasith Bhashana
Gamage, The Hon. Chathura Galappaththi, The Hon. (Dr.) Sandaruwan Madarasinghe, The Hon. Chanaka
Madugoda, The Hon. Suranga Rathnayaka, The Hon.(Mrs.) Hasara Liyanage, The Hon. (Mrs.) Hiruni
Wijesinghe, The Hon. (Dr.) Elayathamby Srinath, The Hon. Bhagya Sri Herath

LEGISLATIVE STANDING COMMITTEE
The Hon. (Dr.) Rizvie Salih (Chairman), The Hon. (Mrs.) Hemali Weerasekara, The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha, The
Hon. Amirthanathan Adaikkalanathan, The Hon. U.P. Abeywickrama, The Hon. (Dr.) Nihal Abeysinghe, The
Hon. Arkam Ilyas, The Hon. (Mrs.) Chamindranee Kiriella, The Hon. (Mrs.) Nilusha Lakmali Gamage, The Hon.
Mayilvaganam Jegatheeswaran, The Hon. (Mrs.) Anushka Thilakarathne, The Hon. Susantha Dodawatta, The
Hon. Aruna Panagoda, The Hon. Chithral Fernando, The Hon. Ravindra Bandara, The Hon. Bhagya Sri Herath,
The Hon. Nizam Kariapper
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SECTORAL OVERSIGHT COMMITTEES

Sectoral Oversight Committee on Governance, Justice and Civil Protection
The Hon. (Dr.) Najith Indika (Chairman), The Hon. Faiszer Musthapha, The Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam, The Hon.
Mujibur Rahman, The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam, The Hon. M.K.M. Aslam, The Hon. (Mrs.)
Thushari Jayasingha, The Hon. (Dr.) Sellaththamby Thilaganathan, The Hon. Darmapriya Wijesinghe, The Hon.
Chandana Sooriyaarachchi, The Hon. Major General (Rtd.) G.D. Sooriyabandara

Sectoral Oversight Committee on Economic Development and International Relations
The Hon. (Ms.) Lakmali Hemachandra (Chairman), The Hon. Jeevan Thondaman, The Hon. Anuradha Jayaratne, The
Hon. Lakshman Nipuna Arachchi, The Hon. Sivagnanam Shritharan, The Hon. (Mrs.) Sagarika Athauda, The Hon.
(Mrs.) Nilanthi Kottahachchci, The Hon. Kanthasamy Prabu, The Hon. Wijesiri Basnayake, The Hon. Suranga
Rathnayaka, The Hon. Thilina Samarakoon

Sectoral Oversight Committee on Infrastructure and Strategic Development
The Hon. S.M. Marikkar (Chairman), The Hon. Ajith P. Perera, The Hon. Nalin Bandara Jayamaha, The Hon. Manjula
Suraweera Arachchi, The Hon. K. Ilankumaran, The Hon. Ravindra Bandara, The Hon. Danushka Ranganath, The
Hon. Asitha Niroshana Egoda Vithana, The Hon. Jagath Vithana, The Hon. Shantha Pathma Kumara Subasingha,
The Hon. (Mrs.) Geetha Herath

Sectoral Oversight Committee on Education, Manpower and Human Capital
The Hon. Hesha Withanage Ankumbura Arachchi (Chairman), The Hon. (Dr.)) V.S. Radhakrishnan, The Hon.
Aboobucker Athambawa, The Hon. (Ms.) Krishnan Kalaichelvi, The Hon. (Mrs.) Nilusha Lakmali Gamage, The
Hon. Sugath Wasantha de Silva, The Hon. Sujeewa Dissanayake, The Hon. Chanaka Madugoda, The Hon.
Sanjeewa Ranasingha, The Hon. Thurairasa Ravikaran, The Hon. Sunil Rajapaksha

Sectoral Oversight Committee on Health, Media and Women’s Empowerment
The Hon. (Dr.) Nihal Abeysinghe (Chairman), The Hon. Muneer Mulaffer, The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, The Hon.
Amirthanathan Adaikkalanathan, The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna, The Hon. (Mrs.) Chamindranee Kiriella,
The Hon. (Mrs.) Samanmali Gunasingha, The Hon. (Prof.) Sena Nanayakkara, The Hon. (Dr.) S. Sri
Bavanandarajah, The Hon. Jagath Manuwarna, The Hon. Ruwan Mapalagama

Sectoral Oversight Committee on Environment, Agriculture and Resource Sustainability
The Hon. Hector Appuhamy (Chairman), The Hon. Rohitha Abeygunawardhana, The Hon. Gnanamuththu Srineshan,
The Hon. Kins Nelson, The Hon. Roshan Akmeemana, The Hon. Upul Kithsiri, The Hon. (Mrs.) M.A.C.S.
Chathuri Gangani, The Hon. Susantha Kumara Nawarathna, The Hon. Sudath Balagalla, The Hon. Kitnan
Selvaraj, The Hon. Bhagya Sri Herath

Sectoral Oversight Committee on Science, Technology and Digital Transformation
The Hon. (Dr.) Janaka Senarathna (Chairman), The Hon. Chathuranga Abeysinghe, The Hon. Arkam Ilyas, The Hon.
Lasith Bhashana Gamage, The Hon. Chathura Galappaththi, The Hon. Thanura Dissanayake, The Hon. (Mrs.)
Hasara Liyanage, The Hon. Chandima Hetttiaratchi, The Hon. M. Nizam Kariapper

MINISTERIAL CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEES

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Defence

The Hon. Major General (Rtd.) Aruna Jayasekera, The Hon. Ramalingam Chandrasekar, The Hon. Harshana
Nanayakkara, The Hon. Ananda Wijepala, The Hon. Eranga Gunasekara, The Hon. R.M. Jayawardhana, The Hon.
Wasantha Piyathissa, The Hon. Muneer Mulaffer, The Hon. Sunil Watagala, The Hon. Eranga Weeraratne, The
Hon. Upali Samarasingha, The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, The Hon. D. V. Chanaka,
The Hon. Anuradha Jayaratne, The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam, The Hon. (Dr.) Najith Indika,
The Hon. K. Ilankumaran, The Hon. Sarath Kumara, The Hon. Ajith Gihan, The Hon. Nishantha Perera, The Hon.
Lieutenant Commander (Rtd.) Prageeth Madhuranga, The Hon. Sanjeewa Ranasingha, The Hon. (Mrs.)
A.M.M.M. Rathwaththe, The Hon. Major General (Rtd.) G.D. Sooriyabandara, The Hon. Chandima Hettiaratchi

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Finance, Planning and Economic Development
The Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha, The Hon. Sunil Kumara Gamage, The Hon. Chathuranga Abeysinghe, The Hon. (Prof.)
Ruwan Ranasinghe, The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake, The Hon. Kabir Hashim, The Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, The
Hon. Arjuna Sujeewa Senasinghe, The Hon. Kathiravelu Shanmugam Kugathasan, The Hon. Roshan
Akmeemana, The Hon. Thilanka U. Gamage, The Hon. Ajantha Gammeddage, The Hon. Gayan Janaka,
The Hon. Dilith Jayaweera, The Hon. Nimal Palihena, The Hon. Kandasamy Prabu, The Hon. Wijesiri Basnayake,
The Hon. Sunil Biyanwila, The Hon. Riyas Farook, The Hon. Suranga Rathnayaka, The Hon. R.G. Wijerathna,
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The Hon. Ruwan Wijeweera, The Hon. Thilina Samarakoon, The Hon. Chandana Sooriyaarachchi, The Hon.
Chandima Hettiaratchi, The Hon. Champika Hettiarachchi, The Hon. (Ms.) Lakmali Hemachandra, The Hon.
Muhammad Faizal

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Digital Economy

The Hon. Eranga Weeraratne, The Hon. Chathuranga Abeysinghe, The Hon. Janitha Ruwan Kodithuwakku, The Hon.
Ajith P. Perera, The Hon. Anuradha Jayaratne, The Hon. M.K.M. Aslam, The Hon. (Dr.) Najith Indika, The Hon.
Arkam Ilyas, The Hon. (Mrs.) Oshani Umanga, The Hon. Wasantha Pushpa Kumara, The Hon. Lasith Bhashana
Gamage, The Hon. Chathura Galappaththi, The Hon. Gayan Janaka, The Hon. (Mrs.) Anushka Thilakarathne, The
Hon. Thanura Dissanayake, The Hon. Susantha Dodawatta, The Hon. Chithral Fernando, The Hon. Kanthasamy
Prabu, The Hon. Ravindra Bandara, The Hon. (Dr.) Sandaruwan Madarasinghe, The Hon. Suranga Rathnayaka
The Hon. Ruwan Wijeweera, The Hon. Thilina Samarakoon, The Hon. (Dr.) Nishantha Samaraweera, The Hon.
Chandima Hettiaratchi, The Hon. Dinesh Hemantha

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Education, Higher Education and Vocational Education

The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya (Chairman), The Hon. (Dr.) Madhura Senevirathna, The Hon. Nalin Hewage,
The Hon. Anura Karunathilaka, The Hon. (Dr.) Upali Pannilage, The Hon. Mahinda Jayasinghe, The Hon. (Dr.)
M.L.A.M. Hizbullah, The Hon. (Dr.) V.S. Radhakrishnan, The Hon. D. V. Chanaka, The Hon. Sivagnanam
Shritharan, The Hon. Imran Maharoof, The Hon. (Mrs.) Rohini Kumari Wijerathna, The Hon. Gnanamuththu
Srineshan, The Hon. Aboobucker Athambawa, The Hon. Manjula Suraweera Arachchi, The Hon. (Dr.) (Ms.)
Kaushalya Ariyarathne, The Hon. (Mrs.) Samanmali Gunasingha, The Hon. Mayilvaganam Jegatheeswaran, The
Hon. Rajeevan Jeyachandramoorthy, The Hon. Chandana Thennakoon, The Hon. Sugath Wasantha de Silva, The
Hon. Nimal Palihena, The Hon. Padmasiri Bandara, The Hon. Ruwan Mapalagama, The Hon. (Dr.) Nandana
Millagala, The Hon. Sanjeewa Ranasingha, The Hon. Manjula Sugath Rathnayaka, The Hon. Sunil Rajapaksha,
The Hon. Darmapriya Wijesinghe, The Hon. R.M. Samantha Ranasinghe

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Agriculture, Livestock, Land and Irrigation

The Hon. K.D. Lal Kantha (Chairman), The Hon. Namal Karunaratne, The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Ranasinghe, The Hon.
Wasantha Piyathissa, The Hon. Upali Samarasingha, The Hon. T. B. Sarath, The Hon. Asoka Sapumal Ranwala,
The Hon. D.V. Chanaka, The Hon. K. Kader Masthan, The Hon. Nihal Galappaththi, The Hon. Nalin Bandara
Jayamaha, The Hon. Amirthanathan Adaikkalanathan, The Hon. Kaveenthiran Kodeeswaran, The Hon. Kins
Nelson, The Hon. Rohana Bandara, The Hon. (Prof.) L.M. Abeywickrama, The Hon. M. S. Uthumalebbe, The
Hon. Upul Kithsiri, The Hon. Ajantha Gammeddage, The Hon. Ajith Gihan, The Hon. Ashoka Gunasena, The
Hon. Ruwanthilaka Jayakody, The Hon. Dilith Jayaweera, The Hon. (Dr.) Sellaththamby Thilaganathan, The Hon.
Susantha Kumara Nawarathna, The Hon. Nandana Pathmakumara, The Hon. Aruna Panagoda, The Hon. Sudath
Balagalla, The Hon. E.M. Basnayaka, The Hon. Priyantha Wijerathna, The Hon. Darmapriya Wijesinghe, The
Hon. Kitnan Selvaraj

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Foreign Affairs, Foreign Employment and Tourism

The Hon. Vijitha Herath (Chairman), The Hon. (Prof.) Ruwan Ranasinghe, The Hon. Arun Hemachandra,
The Hon. Sunil Kumara Gamage, The Hon. R.M. Jayawardhana, The Hon. Rauff Hakeem, The Hon. Rohitha
Abeygunawardhana, The Hon. J.C. Alawathuwala, The Hon. Lakshman Nipuna Arachchi, The Hon. Hector
Appuhamy, The Hon. (Dr.) Kavinda Heshan Jayawardhana, The Hon. Harshana Rajakaruna, The Hon. Chaminda
Wijesiri, The Hon. Roshan Akmeemana, The Hon. M.K.M. Aslam, The Hon. (Dr.) Najith Indika, The Hon.
Thilanka U. Gamage, The Hon. Ajith Gihan, The Hon. Rajeevan Jeyachandramoorthy, The Hon. M.A.M. Thahir,
The Hon. Susantha Dodawatta, The Hon. Nandana Pathmakumara, The Hon. Stepni Fernando, The Hon.
Kandasamy Prabu, The Hon. Nanda Bandara, The Hon. Riyas Farook, The Hon. Manjula Sugath Rathnayaka, The
Hon. (Mrs.) Hasara Liyanage, The Hon. Ruwan Wijeweera, The Hon. (Mrs.) Hiruni Wijesinghe, The Hon. Major
General (Rtd.) G.D. Sooriyabandara, The Hon. M. Nizam Kariapper

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Fisheries, Aquatic and Ocean Resources

The Hon. Ramalingam Chandrasekar (Chairman), The Hon. Rathana Gamage, The Hon. Janitha Ruwan
Kodithuwakku, The Hon. (Dr.) Susil Ranasinghe, The Hon. P. Ruwan Senarath, The Hon. Arun Hemachandra,
The Hon. (Dr.) M.L.A.M. Hizbullah, The Hon. Dilip Wedaarachchi, The Hon. K. Kader Masthan, The Hon.
Nihal Galappaththi, The Hon. Amirthanathan Addaikalanathan, The Hon. Hector Appuhamy, The Hon. Imran
Maharoof, The Hon. Gnanamuththu Srineshan, The Hon. Roshan Akmeemana, The Hon. Aboobucker
Athambawa, The Hon. (Prof.) L.M. Abeywickrama, The Hon. K. Ilankumaran, The Hon. Arkam Ilyas, The Hon.
Upul Kithsiri, The Hon. Thilanka U. Gamage, The Hon. Ajith Gihan, The Hon. M.A.M. Thahir, The Hon. (Dr.)
Sellaththamby Thilaganathan, The Hon. Chandana Thennakoon, The Hon. Susantha Kumara Nawarathna, The
Hon. Stepni Fernando, The Hon. Sudath Balagalla, The Hon. Thurairasa Ravikaran, The Hon. Darmapriya
Wijesinghe, The Hon. Muhammad Faizal
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Ministerial Consultative Committee on Industry and Entrepreneurship Development

The Hon. Sunil Hadunnetti (Chairman), The Hon. Chathuranga Abeysinghe, The Hon. Wasantha Piyathissa, The
Hon. Upali Samarasingha, The Hon. Rishad Bathiudeen, The Hon. Chamara Sampath Dasanayake, The Hon.
Chaminda Wijesiri, The Hon. Waruna Liyanage, The Hon. (Mrs.) Oshani Umanga, The Hon. Ajantha
Gammeddage, The Hon. Dilith Jayaweera, The Hon. T.K. Jayasundara, The Hon. Rajeevan Jeyachandramoorthy,
The Hon. (Dr.) Sellaththamby Thilaganathan, The Hon. Nandana Pathmakumara, The Hon. Aruna Panagoda, The
Hon. Kandasamy Prabu, The Hon. Padmasiri Bandara, The Hon. Ravindra Bandara, The Hon. Wijesiri
Basnayake, The Hon. Sunil Rajapaksha, The Hon. (Mrs.) Deepthi Wasalage, The Hon. Ruwan Wijeweera, The
Hon. Athula Welandagoda, The Hon. Thilina Samarakoon, The Hon. Champika Hettiarachchi, The Hon.
Muhammad Faizal

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Transport, Highways, Ports and Civil Aviation

The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake (Chairman), The Hon. Janitha Ruwan Kodithuwakku, The Hon. (Dr.) Prasanna
Gunasena, The Hon. Chathuranga Abeysinghe, The Hon. Gayantha Karunathilleka, The Hon. Rishad Bathiudeen,
The Hon. Chamara Sampath Dasanayake, The Hon. K. Sujith Sanjaya Perera, The Hon. Ajith Agalakada, The
Hon. (Mrs.) Sagarika Athauda, The Hon. U.P. Abeywickrama, The Hon. Manjula Suraweera Arachchi, The Hon.
K. Ilankumaran, The Hon. (Mrs.) Chamindranee Kiriella, The Hon. Sugath Wasantha de Silva, The Hon. Thanura
Dissanayake, The Hon. Sujeewa Dissanayake, The Hon. Ravindra Bandara, The Hon. Danushka Ranganath, The
Hon. Sunil Rathnasiri, The Hon. (Mrs.) Deepthi Wasalage, The Hon. R.G. Wijerathna, The Hon. Jagath Vithana,
The Hon. Dinindu Saman Hennayake, The Hon. Shantha Pathma Kumara Subasingha, The Hon. Dewananda
Suraweera, The Hon. Chandana Sooriyaarachchi, The Hon. (Ms.) Lakmali Hemachandra, The Hon. Muhammad
Faizal, The Hon. M. Nizam Kariapper

Ministerial Consultative Committee on Plantation and Community Infrastructure

The Hon. K.V. Samantha Viddyarathna (Chairman), The Hon. Sundaralingam Pradeep, The Hon. Palani
Thigambaram, The Hon. (Dr.) V.S. Radhakrishnan, The Hon. K. Sujith Sanjaya Perera, The Hon. Nayana
Wasalathilaka, The Hon. Ajith Agalakada, The Hon. Aboobucker Athambawa, The Hon. B. Ariyawansha, The
Hon. (Ms.) Krishnan Kalaichelvi, The Hon. (Mrs.) Nilusha Lakmali Gamage, The Hon. Ajantha Gammeddage,
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DIRECTOR (LEGISLATIVE SERVICES) - Mr. M. J. Perera

TABLE OFFICE - Mr. K.R. Herath (Assistant Director - Administration); Mr. H.U.P. Kumara, Mr. R.A.R.L. Ranawaka (Principal Officers); Mr.
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Officers)
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(Parliamentary Officer)
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Mr. D.G.M.S.M. Dehigahalanda, Mrs. W.L.S.D. de Alwis, Mrs. W.M.L.M. Weerasinghe, Mrs. B.W.K.J. Welaratne, (Deputy Principal Officers);
Mrs. H.N. Fernandopulle, Mr. T.H.S.U. Thirimanna (Assistant Principal Officers)

COMMITTEE OFFICE II — Mrs. HM.C.N.K. Herath (Assistant Director - Administration); Mrs. S.W.T.R. de Silva, Mrs. D.C.S. Rupasinghe
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(Assistant Directors - Administration); Mr.P.K.D.S.W. Wijegunawardhana, Mrs. H.A.T.D. Hewaarachchi, (Principal Officers); Mr. S.L.
Wickrma , Mrs. R.A.D.N. Geyowanee (Deputy Principal Officers); Mr. J.T.L.P. Sameera (Assistant Principal Officer); Mrs. G.V.S.K. Kumari,
Miss. G.D.J.D. Ayeshmanthi , Mrs. G.L.D. Fernando (Parliamentary Officers)

PUBLIC PETITIONS COMMITTEE OFFICE - Mr. M.M.M. Mabrook (Assistant Director - Administration); Mr. U.N. Panditha (Principal
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Administration); Mrs. A.C.F. Nushrath (Deputy Principal Officer); Mrs. O.R.A.M.D. Sewwanthi (Assistant Principal Officer); Mrs. W.M.M.
Priyadarshani, Mrs. U.D.U.T. Weerasiri (Parliamentary Officers)

LIBRARIAN - Mr. S.L. Siyath Ahemed

DEPUTY LIBRARIAN - Miss K.D.S. Wijenayake

ASSISTANT LIBRARIAN - Mrs. J.P.M.P. Jayasinghe, Mrs. D.G. Wasana Madushani, Mr. A H.L.A.R. Weerasiri
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RESEARCH OFFICERS - Mrs. RN.H. Wijayathilaka, Mrs. H.P.A.S. Abeykoon, Mr. V. Muralithas, Mrs. D.S.P.A.K. De Silva, Miss A.G.J.
Chathurika

ASSISTANT RESEARCH OFFICERS - Ms. G. H. M. S. S. Ananda
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(The Hon. Speaker)

I wish to announce to Parliament that I have received

the Determinations of the Supreme Court in respect of the
Bill titled “Presidents’ Entitlements (Repeal)”, which was
challenged in the Supreme Court under Article 121(1) of
the Constitution.

The Supreme Court has determined that no provision
of the Bill is inconsistent with any provision of the
Constitution and can be enacted by Parliament with a
simple majority.

Further, the Supreme Court has rejected Petition No.
SC/SD/29/2025 filed in this regard on the ground that the
Petitioner had failed to comply with the mandatory
provisions in Article 121(1) of the Constitution in
invoking the jurisdiction of the Court.

I order that the Determinations of the Supreme Court
be printed in the Official Report of today’s Proceedings.
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Determinations of the Supreme Court:

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE DEMOCRATIC SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF
SRI LARNKA

1n the matter of an application under and in terms
of Article 121 read with Article 120 of the
Constitution to determine whether the Bill titled
“Presidents’ Entitlements (Repeal)” or any part
thereof is inconsistent with the Constitution of the

Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka.

Petitioner Herath Mudiyanselage Priyantha
Herath
No. 171/D,

Second Lane,

SC/8D129/2025

Maligagodella,
Udumuila,

Mulleriyawa.

Counsel : Sumith Senanayake PC, with Ms.
Nisali Balachandra, instructed by Ms.
Kavindi Kodithuwakku.

Respondent Hon. Attorney General,

Attorney General’s Department,

Colombo 12.

Counsel H Viraj Dayaratne PC SG, with Ms.
Yuresha De Silva DSG, Rajitha Perera
DSG, Ms. Ishara Madarasinghe SC and
Ms. Madusha Thanippuliarachchi SC,
instructed by Ms. Nimalika
Wickramasinghe SA.
BEFORE: P. PADMAN SURASENA, CJ
ACHALA WENGAPPULI, J
SAMPATH 8. ABAYAKOON, J

The Bench assembled for hearing the Petition on 25" August 2025.

The Bill titled “Presidents’ Entitlements (Repeal) Act No. of 2025” (hereinafter sometimes
referred to as the Bili) was published in the Gazette on 31% July 2025 and was placed on the
Grder Paper of Parliament on 7™ August 2025.

The Petitioner has filed the Petition dated 21 August 2025 seeking te invoke the jurisdiction
vested in this Court by virtue of Article 120 read with Article 121(1) of the Constitution, in
respect of the aforementioned Bill. The Petitioner has prayed for a determination from this
Court under Article 123 of the Constitution.

At the commencement of the hearing, the learned Solicitor General who appeared for the
Hon. Attorney General raised a preliminary objection stating that the Petition should be
rejected /n /imine for the non-compliance of the mandatory procedure stipulated in Article
121(1) of the Constitution as the Petitioner has failed to deliver a copy of the Petition to the

Hon. Speaker at the same time the Petitioner had filed the Petition in this Court.

The sequence of events leading up to the hearing of the matter is as follows. The Bill titied
“Presidents’ Entitlements (Repeal) Act No. of 2025” has been placed in the Order Paper of
Parliament on 07" August 2025. The Petitioner has filed the instant Petition in the registry of
the Supreme Court on 21% August 2025 along with the courier receipt (marked P3). The said
courier receipt indicates that a copy of the Petition has been handed over on 20" August 2025
to be delivered to the Hon. Speaker. However, this had been received by the Hon. Speaker
on 22™ August 2025.1

Article 121(1) of the Constitution upon which one could invoke the jurisdiction of this Court
for the exercise of its constitutional jurisdiction in respect of Bills reads as follows:

“The jurisdiction of the Supreme Court to ordinarily determine any such

question as aforesaid may be invoked by the President by a written reference

* Notice of Confirmation of receipt of Petitions, issued by the Secretary-General of the Parliament dated 25t August 2025,
annexed (marked X) to the Written Submissions on behalf of the Attorney General.



addressed to the Chief Justice, or by any citizen by a pelition in writing
addressed to the Supreme Court. Such reference shall be made, or such
petition shiail be filed, within fourteen days of the il being placed on
ithe Order Paper of the Parfiarnent and a copy thereof shall st the same
time be defivered to the Speaker. In this paragraph "citizen” includes a
body, whether incorporated or unincorporated, if not less than three-fourths of
the members of such body are citizens.” [Emphasis added]
Accordingly, white the aforementioned provision permits the President or any Citizen to invoke
the jurisdiction of this Court to determine any questions as to whether ary 8iil or any provisicn
thereof is inconsistent with the Constitution, it also stipulates two requisites to be followed
through. Firstly, the reference by the President or the Petition by any citizen must be filed
within fourteen days of the Bill being placed on the Order Paper of Parliament, and secondly,

a copy of such reference or Petition must at the same time be delivered to the Speaker of

Parfiament.

In the instant case, there was no guestion as to the mandatory nature of the said obligation
as this Court in many instances have held that the requirements stiputated in Article 121(1)
are mandatery in nature. Thus this Court would only be able to exercise its jurisdiction if the

aforementioned requirements have been strictly complied with.

Given that the Bill was placed on the Order Paper on 07" August 2025, the Petitioner was
obliged to fulfil the aforementioned requirements within fourteen days. Accordingly, the
Petitioner should have fulfilled the same on or before the 21% of August 2025. It was the
contention of the Respondent that while the Petitioner has complied with the first requirement
by filing the Petition in the registry of the Supreme Court on the 21% of August 2025, the
Petitioner has failed to comply with the second requirement as aithough the Petitioner has
handed over a copy of the Petition to the courier service on 21% August 2025, the Hon. Speaker
has only received the same on 22 August 2025 which is & date outside the time fimit
stipulated in Article 121(1) of the Constitution.

In the Special Determination of this Court pertaining to the Sri Lanka Telecommunications
Bill,” the Petitioner in that case had posted the copy of the Petition to the Hon. Speaker on
the 8" Day.? The Court held as foilows:

"The petitioners have failed to comply with the mandatory provisions of Article
121(1) of the Constitution in that they have failed to deliver to the Speaker a
copy of the petition presented to the Supreme Court within 1 week of the 8ill
being placed or the Order Paper of Parliament. This being so this Court has no
Jjurisdiction to proceed further with the petitions before it as the jurisdiction of

the Court has not been duly invoked,.,”*

In the Determination on Homeopathy Bili° the Court upheld the preliminary objection of the
Respondent as the Petitioner had failed to file the Petition in the Supreme Court and also
deliver a copy to the Speaker within a period cf one week as stipulated in Article 121(1) of

the Constitution.

Moreover, this Court in its determination of the Pgisons, Opium and Dangerous Drugs
Amendment) Bill,° has considered the determination on Land Development
{(Amendment) Bill’ and the implications of Article 78 of the Constitution. The Court also
considered the relevant Standing Orders of Parliament and elucidated the underlying rationale
for interpreting the term ‘delivered to the Speaker” as having the meaning *handed over to the

Speaker’.

A similar contention was taken up in the Telecommunications Bill® where the Hon. Speaker
had also acknowledged receipt of the postal article and had suspended proceedings in
Parliament in regard to the relevant bill pending the determination of the Supreme Court
although the same had been posted on the 8" day. The learned Counsel in that case had
argued that the Petitioners had substantially complied with the reguirements of Article 121(1).

2 SC Special Determination Nos. 5/91, 6/91, 7/91, Decisions of the Supreme Court on Parliamentary Bills 1991 -
2003, Volume VII, Page 23

3 Time period stipulated in Article 121(1) prior to the 215t Amendment to the Censtitution was one week.

4n 2, at page 26

5 SC Special Determination No. 27/2016

6 SC Special Determination No. 53/2022

7 SC Special Determination No.11/2022
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SAMPATH B. ABAYAKOON
FUDGE OF THE SUPREME COURT

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE DEMOCRATIC SOCIALIST REPUBLIC GF
SRI LANKA

“PRESIDENTS’ ENTITLEMENTS (REPEAL) BILL”

SCISD/33/2025 Petitioner Wahalathanthrige Renuka
Dushyantha Perere,

No. 365,

Nagahaweta Road,
Kotikawatta,

Angoda.

Counsel : N.K. Ashokbharan, instructed by Ms.
Niluka Welgama for the Petitioner.

SC/SD/24/3025 Petitioner  : Ranasinghe Mudatige Don Harindra
Rathnapala Banagala

11/1A,

Jethawanawatta,

Udugama,

Essella,

Veyangoda.

Eraj De Silva PC, with Daminda
Wijayaratne, Janagan

Counsel :

Sundramoorthy, Zul Luthufi, Naveed
Ahmed, Tharini Ratwatte, Parami
Gunawardana, instructed by
Vidanapathirana Associates for the

Petitioner.



SC/SD/25/2025

SC/SD/26/2025

SC/SD/27/2025

SC/SD/28/20625

BEFORE:

Petitioner

Counsel

Petitioner

Counsel

Petitioner

Counsel

Petitioner

Counsel

Respondent in all Petitions :

Counsel
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Premasiri Piyaratne Wijayaselrara'
No. 129/6,

Hiripitiya,

Pannipitiya.

Eraj De Silva PC, with Daminda
Wijayaratne, Janagan
Sundramoorthy, Zul Luthufi, Naveed
Ahmed, Tharini Ratwatte, Parami
Gunawardana, instructed by
Vidanapathirana Associates for the

Petitioner.

Mahinda Pathirana

University of Sabaragamuwa Sri
Lanka,

Belihuloya.

Saman Galappaththi with Isuru
Perera, instructed by Anuradha

Senerath Weragoda.

Dampella Gamage Ravindra Manoj
Kumar

No. 12/2,

Bishop Terrace,

Lakshapathiya,

Moratuwa.

Saman Galappaththi with Isuru
Perera, instructed by Anuradha
Senerath Weragoda.

Don Sarath Mchan
Wijewickrama

No. 62/10,
Shanthi Lane,
Udurmuila Road,
Battaramuilla.

M. U. M. Ali Sabry PC, with Ruwantha
Cooray, Naamiq Nafath, Ms. Shehani
Alwis and Joshua Croos Moraes
instructed by Anuradha Senarath
Weragoda for the Petitioner.

Hon. Attorney General,
Attorney General’s Department,
Colombo 12.

Viraj Dayaratne PC SG, with Ms.
Yuresha De Silva DSG, Rajitha Perera
DSG, Ms. Ishara Madarasinghe SC
and Ms. Madusha Thanippuliarachchi
SC, instructed by Ms. Nimalika
Wickramasinghe SA.

P. PADMAN SURASENA, CJ
ACHALA WENGAPPULL, J
SAMPATH B. ABAYAKOON, J

The Bench assembled for hearing the Petitions on 25" August 2025.

Court, at the outset, with the concurrence of the learned Counsel for all the parties
consolidated all the Applications bearing numbers SC/SD/23/2025, SC/SD/24/2025,
SC/SD/25/2025, SC/SD/26/2025, SC/SD/27/2025 and SC/SD/28/2025. Thereafter,
the Court proceeded to hear the submissions of all Counsel who appeared for the
Petitioners in all these cases and the submissions of the learned Solicitor General and

concluded the hearing.

The Bill titled “Presidents’ Entitlements (Repeal) Act No. of 2025” (hereinafter
sometimes referred to as the Bill) was published in the Gazette on 31% July 2025 and
was placed on the Order Paper of Parliament on 07 August 2025.

The above-mentioned Petitioners have filed these Petitions invoking the jurisdiction
vested in this Court by virtue of Article 120 read with Article 121(1) of the Constitution
challenging the constitutionality of the Bill. The Petitioners have prayed for a
determination from this Court under Article 123 of the Constitution.

The Bill contains four clauses, and the Petitioners in all these Petitions have challenged
the Bill as a whole. The marginal notes of the four clauses of the Bill are as follows:
s Clause 1 - Short title
» Clause 2 - Repeal of the Act, No. 4 of 1986
e Clause 3 - Avoidance of doubt
s Clause 4 - Sinhala text to prevail in case of inconsistency

The Petitioners have prayed for a determination and declaration that one or more of
Clauses 1 to 4 of the said Bill is/are inconsistent with one or more of the Articles 1, 3,
4,11, 12(1), 12(2), 14 and 36 of the Constitution. It is on that basis that the Petitioners
have sought to argue before us that the provisions in Section 83 of the Constitution
shall apply to this Bill and therefore the Bill shall only become law if the number of
votes cast in favour thereof amounts to not less than two-thirds of the whole number
of Members (including those not present), and is approved by the People at a
Referendum and a certificate is endorsed thereon by the President in accordance with
Article 80.

For convenience, let us reproduce below, all the four clauses of this Bill in their
entirety.
Long Title

AN ACT 7O REPEAL THE PRESIDENTS' ENTITLEMENTS ACT, NO. 4 GF 1986.
Clayse 2

"The Presidents’ Entitlemerits Act, No. 4 of 1986 (hereinafter referred to as the

‘repealed Act”) is hereby repealed.”
Clause 3

“For the avoidance of doubt, it is hereby declared that-
(a) any residence provided to, or monthly allowance paid to, a former
President or the widow of a former Fresident in terms of the provisions
of section 2 of the repealed Act;
(b) monthly secretarial allowance paid to, and official transport and such
other facilities provided to, a former President or the widow of a former
President in terms of the provisions of section 3 of the répealed Act; and
(c) monthly pension paid to the widow of a former President in terms of
the provisions of section 4 of the repealed Act,

preceding the date of commencement of this Act, shall no longer be provided
with or paid to, on and after the date of commencement of this Act.”

Clause 4
“In the event of any inconsistency between the Sinhala and Tarmil texts of this
Act, the Sinhala text shall prevail.”

Let us now turn to the arguments put forward by the Petitioners. The primary
submission made by the learned Counsel for the Petitioners in all these cases centered
around the provision of law set out in Article 36 of the Constitution. The said Article is

reproduced below for easy reference:
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Article 36

—om e —m

(1) Within one month of the commencement of the Cbnst/tut/on,
Parliament shall by resolution determine the salary, allowances and
pension entitlement of the holders of the office of President. Such
pension shall be in addition to any other pension to which such
person is entitled by virtue of any prior service.

(2

Upon the assumption of the office of President the holder of such
office shall become entitled to the receipt of such salary and
allowances and thereafter, of such pension as may be determined
by Parliament. Any subsequent amendment, repeal or replacement
of this Article and any subsequent law or any provision thereof
inconsistent with this Article shall niot have retrospective operation.

(3) The salary, allowances and pension of the President shall be

=

charged on the Consolidated Fund.

(4) Parfiament may by resolution increase, but shall not reduce, the

=

salary, allowances or pension entitlement of the holders of the office
of President.

The learned Counsel for the Petitioners in all these cases advanced their arguments
on the primary basis that Parliament has enacted the Presidents Entitiements Act No.
04 of 1986 as required/mandated by Article 36(2) of the Constitution. That was the
fundamental argument put forward by them. It is on that footing that the learned
Counsel for the Petitioners heavily relied on the restrictions against having any
rctrospective effect for any subsequent amendment, repeal or replacement of Article
36(2) which would be inconsistent with the already existing legal provision in that
Article. It is on that basis that the Petitioners have sought to argue that the Bill titled
Presidents’ Entitlements (Repeal) Act No. of 2025 is inconsistent with the provisions
of law in the Constitution, namely Article 36(2) thereof.

As further arguments arising out of the above fundamental argument, the Petitioners
sought to advance the following arguments also before us:

(SRR

i. People have chosen to confer on the President, the privileges set out in
Article 36(2) as it is the President who is expected to exercise their
Executive power.

ii. Exercise of Executive power of people is part of the people’s sovereignty
in terms of Article 3 of the Constitution.

iii. Therefore, it is the people’s sovereignty that had required the Partiament
to confer upon the President, the privileges set out in Act No. 04 of 1986.

iv. In the above circumstances, repealing such privileges which the people
have chosen to confer upon the President is a violation of their

sovereignty.

It was on the above basis that the Petitioners have sought to argue that the Bill, as it
seeks to repeal the provisions of law in Article 36(2), is inconsistent with Article 3 of
the Constitution.

We have carefully perused Article 36(2) of the Constitution. We find no ambiguity in
its meaning. The language is simple and clear. The relevant portion reads as follows:
“Upon the assumption of the office of the President the holder of such
office shall become entitled to the receipt of such salary and allowances

and thereatter, of such pensfon as may be determined by Parfiament...

It is clearer in the Sinhala version which reads as follows:
“e® mpninn 08 drnded Qs M6 07 @ 50 EGedsind B8z
Bddw 07 cam 888 § 0198 ww o0 1300 ¢ 928 1gyd, decd BdDS wom
Can Bp® QY ¥ ¢ I mwFm H8mO® cAslend «. sxd o®®
ODENDD ®OE @ weaddmon, 008 Ondd%d ©Bddxs BB
e ghewiEmne BB ww @O DrDENhid gHmmE DD BEd O
Cd@ ©® BB end & BBwem o® 8B8Bmred ¢Bnwd BC esnmsiesis.”

Thus, it is clear that Article 36(2) has conferred the holder of the office of President,
an entitlement to receive a salary and allowances when in office. The phrase “and

thereafter,” or in Sinhala “9=¥ ©®,” in the above sentence indicates that such holder

Fuge v U s

of office of President would also be entitled to a pension as determined by Parliament.
Obviously, such holder of office would only become entitled to a pension after his or
her retirement. This has to be so because one cannot draw a pension while in office.
Thus, it is those three items, i.e. salary, allowances and pension, that cannot be taken
away with a retrospective operation by any subsequent amendment, repeal or

replacement.

We have also perused carefully, the Presidents Entitlements Act No. 04 of 1586. In its
preamble it is clearly stated that the said Act is “"AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE GRANT
OFFICIAL RESIDENCE AND OTHER ALLOWANCES AND FACILITIES TO FORMER
PRESIDENTS AND TO THE WIDCWS OF FORMER PRESIDENTS; TO PROVIDE FOR
THE PAYMENTS OF PENSIONS TO SUCH WIDOWS; AND FOR MATTERS CONNECTED
WITH OR INCIDENTAL THERETO.”

Section 2 of Act No. 04 of 1986 makes available to every former President and the
widow of a former President, an appropriate residence free of any rent. If such
residence is not provided for the use of such former President or for the widow of
such former President, such person is entitled to receive a monthly allowance, the
quantum of which has been specified therein.

Section 3 of Act No. 04 of 1986 makes every former President and a widow of a former
President, entitled to a monthly secretarial allowance, the quantum of which also has

been specified therein.

In addition, in terms of Section 3(2) of the Act every former President and the widow
of a former President is entitled to official transport and all such other facilities as are
for the time being provided to a minister of the Cabinet of Ministers.

In terms of Section 4 of the Act, a widow of a former President is entitled to receive
a monthly pension such former President was entitled to receive at the time of his
death or would have been entitled to receive upon his ceasing to hold the office of

President.

The above provisions make it clear to us that Presidents Entitlements Act No. 04 of
1986 is not an Act enacted by Parliament to introduce a pension scheme to holders of
the office of President in terms of Section 36(2) of the Constitution. Those provisions
also clearly show us that the Presidents Entitlement Act No. 04 of 1986 was only
enacted by Parliament to give the afore-said benefits only to former Presidents and to
the widows of former Presidents. There is a drastic difference between a person who
holds office as President and a person who had held the office of President but has
{ater ceased to hold such office. The latter is called former President. Therefore, it is
clear that Act No. 04 of 1986 has never given any pension entitlement to a holder of
the office of President. It has only given the afore-said benefits only to former

Presidents.

Therefore, we are unable to accept the argument advanced by the learned Counsel
for the Petitioners that Parliament enacted Act No. 04 of 1986 as required/mandated
by Article 36(2) of the Constitution to introduce pension entitiements to holders of the
office of President. We hold that the benefits which Act No. 04 of 1986 has given to
former Presidents is not something envisaged by any provision of the Constitution. In
other words, the framers of the Constitution have neither thought nor wanted to
confer any such benefit on a person who holds office as President. As has already
been mentioned above, it is only those three items, i.e. salary, allowances and
pension, that the framers of the Constitution had wanted to confer an any person who
holds office as President. It is only those three items, i.e. salary, allowances and
pension, that the framers of the Constitution had wanted to jealously guard against

being taken away by any subsequent amendment, repeal or replacement.

We therefore proceed to hold that Act No. 04 of 1986 is a stand-alone piece of
legislation passed in 1986, i.e. 08 years after the promulgation of the 1978
Constitution. Thus, it is clear that Act No. 04 of 1986 has only introduced some
additional benefits which the Constitution had never contemplated to grant to a person

who holds office as President.
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it is opportune at this stage that the Supreme Court in Senarath and Others v
Chandrika Bandaranaike Kumaratunga and Others ' has concluded as follows:
"It has to be noted that the President’s Entitlement Act No. 04 of 1986
is a unigue piece of legislation which grants entitlements only to former
Presidents and their widows. Intrinsically it is an exception to the
concept of equality before the law, since no other holder of public office
is granted such benefits. It appears that there is no similar legal

provision in ariy other country.

The provisions of this Act being an exception in itself to equality before
the law, have to be strictly interpreted and applied...”

The above quotation clearly indicates that this Court has already held two things.
Firstly, it has held that the benefits conferred by Act No. 04 of 1986 are only to the
former Presidents and their widows. Secondly it has held that such conferment is an
exception to the concept of equality before the law.

In other words, what the impugned Bill seeks to achieve is to remove the said
exception to the concept of equality before the law. That could be done only by
repealing Act No. 04 of 1986.

As the Constitution has not envisaged either in Article 36 or in any other article, the
conferment of the benefits set out in Act No. 04 of 1986, the impugned Bill which
seeks to repeal the Act No. 04 of 1986 also cannot become inconsistent with any
provision of the Constitution.

Even in the case SC/FR/449/2019 decided on 29-02-2024,? this Court referring to the

provisions of the Presidents Entitiements Act No. 04 of 1986 proceeded to hold as
follows:

“Accordingly, the word ‘former’ used in the Long Title and in sections 2

and 3 of the said Act shows that the provisions of the said Act are only

appiicable ko former Presidents and widows of former Presidents. Hence,

i crilitlemenis provided in the said Act become due ordy after a

selent retires from office. Thus, ne decision can be made o grant

benerits under the said Act prior to a President retiring from his office....”

re of the view that it is neither relevant nor

in view of the above cenclusicn, we a

For the above reasons, we hoid that no provision in the Bill fitled Presidents’
Entitlements (Repeal) Act No. 2025 is inconsistent with any provision of the
Constitution. We are of the view that the Bill titled Presidents’ Entitlements (Repeal)
Act No. 2025 can be enacted by Parliament with a simple majority.

We place on record our appreciation of the assistance given by the learned Counsel
who appeared for the Petitioners and the learned Solicitor-General who represented

the Attorney-General, in these proceedings.
P. PADMAN SURASENA

CHIEF JUSTICE

ACHALA WENGAPPULT
JUDGE OF THE SUPREME COURT

SAMPATH B, ABAYAKOON

JUDGE OF THE SUPREME COURT

1[2007] 1 Sri LR 59 at page 77
2 At page 29
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AUDITOR-GENERAL'S REPORT

@O0 QBNWD O

(orewTLfl@ FUTBTWST S)6uTd6T)

(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake - Minister of Transport,
Highways, Ports and Civil Aviation and Leader of the
House of Parliament)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Ordered that the Report be printed.
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PAPERS PRESENTED
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya - Prime Minister and

Minister of Education, Higher Education and Vocational

Education)

Hon. Speaker, I present the Annual Performance
Report of the Ministry of Technology for the year 2022.
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I move that this Report be referred to the Sectoral
Oversight Committee on Science, Technology and Digital
Transformation.

G E®esz Y, et e3®8» Ses.
afleorr aAQSHLILIL (B sTHmIs Gl TeTeTLILIL L g
Question put, and agreed to.

@S (8028w) 08B ¢®5eBes
(orerflg (HevrBHld)) anfesl ojr@fw)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya)
Sir, I present the -

(1)  Annual Performance Report of the Sri Lanka
Army for the year 2024; and

(i)  Annual Performance Report of the Sri Lanka Navy
for the year 2024.

I move that these Reports be referred to the Sectoral
Oversight Committee on Governance, Justice and Civil
Protection.

e E®eszd 8, ests es®8» Ses.
aflsorir MBS SBLILIL B sTDmIs I TeTarLiL L gj.
Question put, and agreed to.

Note on Supplementary Allocations from the Development
Work Programme appearing under Expenditure Head No. 240 of the
Department of National Budget for the period from 01.07.2025 to
31.07.2025, in terms of Section 6(1) of the Appropriation Act, No. 3
0f 2025. - [The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya]
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(The Hon. K.D. Lal Kantha - Minister of Agriculture,

Livestock, Land and Irrigation)

OO ®Onemn®A, 2022 d¥swe wews ©®midesn
8000802 ©¢8ne0sINEd Bw WD Dilmd OO 83wy
»68.

e®® D180 8380w, aBED W e w®asnt BodTDwe
B @B B en m0® ©wd 00m 0wl mE @ 8
O® ewdLzn SS.

g S®esz &Y, etwr e3®@z Ses.
afleorr @GS HLILIL (5 sTHms Gl TeTarLiL L g).
Question put, and agreed to.

@G (99D8w) &.90.98.80. 3DBoTD Owmo (Coess
8B8wEm, BEIn ©wI W B VI §Rimuy®o)
(oreryflg (Cuurdiflwi) er.616.6T1D.6T¢. HUWITSeT - QLTI
Bl(HEUTS, LOTHTET FEDLISBET LDNHMILD 2 _6TeshITL & HeDLOFFIT)
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Government)
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(The Hon. Anura Karunathilaka - Minister of Urban
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Anil Jayantha - Minister of Labour and

Deputy Minister of Economic Development)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa - Minister of Health and

Mass Media and Chief Government Whip)
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MINISTERIAL CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya)

Hon. Speaker, I present the Report of the Ministerial
Consultative Committee on Education, Higher Education
and Vocational Education on the -

(i) Annual Report of the Rajarata University of
Sri Lanka for the year 2022; and

(ii) Annual Report of the University of Peradeniya for the
year 2023,

which were referred to the Committee.
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
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asked the Minister of Transport, Highways, Ports and
Civil Aviation:
(a)  Will he accept that -

(M

(ii)

(iif)

the present Government conducted
interviews in stages for the appointment of
39 permanent Directors to the Road
Development Authority (RDA);

five provincial Directors and 34 Directors
were selected during those interviews and
the Chairman of the Authority referred their
names to the Board of Directors for
approval;

although approximately six months has
elapsed, appointments have not yet been
made; and

(iv)
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the employees who have served the
Authority for many years approaching
retirement are expecting promotions, which
is fair?

(b)  Will he inform this House -

@
(i)

(iif)
(iv)

™)

(vi)

the reasons for not the

appointments concerned yet;

whether any impediments exist for making
such appointments;

those impediments;

whether measures are taken to remove such
impediments;

whether he is aware that the delay in
making the above appointments adversely
affects the efficiency of the Government;
and

the date on which the above appointments
will be effected?

making

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Prasanna Gunasena - Deputy Minister of

Transport and Highways)
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asked the Minister of Defence:
(@  Will he inform this House-

(M

(ii)

(iif)
(iv)

(b)
@

(ii)

the reliefs/ allowances provided to military
personnel who are supposed to be in active
service, but are not due to their disability;

the reliefs/ allowances provided to their

dependents, if they pass away after
retirement on medical grounds;
whether those reliefs/allowances are

adequate; and
if not, whether steps have been taken to
increase those reliefs/allowances?

Will he also inform this House -

the reliefs/allowances provided to their
dependents, if they pass away while in
active service before retirement;

whether any relief/allowance is currently
provided to military personnel who did not
report for duty due to disability and were
later dismissed on the basis that their
services were not required;

©

(iif)
(iv)
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if not, the reasons for the same;

whether he accepts that a relief/allowance
should be given to them;

(v) if so, whether steps have been taken to
provide it; and

(vi) such steps?

If not, why?
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(The Hon. Major General (Rtd.) Aruna Jayasekera - Deputy

Minister of Defence)
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asked the Minister of Plantation and Community
Infrastructure:

(@) Is he aware that -

(1) the owner of the 53-acre parcel of tea
cultivation and a luxurious bungalow
forming part of the Kalugalle Estate located
in Ella Pradeshiya Sabha area in the
Badulla District is in India; and

(i) a false claim has been made by an
individual for the land concerned, posing as
the owner of the said Estate?

(b)  Will he inform this House whether -

(1) he accepts that it is illegal to forcibly enter
the aforesaid land and pluck tea leaves; and

(i) the Government can take action to acquire
the land concerned as its ownership is not
clear?

(¢) Ifnotwhy ?
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asked the Minister of Urban Development,
Construction and Housing:

(@) Will he state-

(i) whether he is aware that the National
Housing Development Authority has not
acquired the lands of the Punasthapana,
Digamadulu Jana Udana and Namal Uyana,
Dighayugama and Loka Janawasa
Dayapura Housing Projects  implemented
in 1997, 1999, 2002 and 2006 respectively
in the Ampara Divisional Secretary's
Division and granted deeds to the respective
beneficiaries;

(i) the reasons for not forwarding the land

acquisition requests to the Ampara
Divisional Secretary through the Ministry
still, although the land recipients of
Punasthapana, Digamadulu Jana Udana and
Loka Janawasa Housing Projects, have
collected money, surveyed lands and
submitted relevant reports to the Authority;
and

(i)  the time taken to forward the request for the

acquisition of those lands to the Ampara
Divisional Secretary through the Secretary
to the Ministry?

(b) Will he also state-

(i) whether there are any other housing projects
in the Ampara District where deeds have
not yet been given to beneficiaries than
those mentioned above;

(i) if so, their names; and

(i) the reasons for the delay in granting those
deeds?

() Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Agriculture, Livestock, Land
and Irrigation:

(a) Will he inform this House, separately in relation to
the Kilinochchi District -

(1) the number of families permanently
residing and the extent of land belonging to
them;

(i) the number of families and individuals
residing and holding freehold land deeds;

(i) the number of families and individuals
residing and holding land permits;

(iv) the number of families and individuals who
are residents but possess neither freehold
land deeds nor land permits until now; and

(v) the extent of paddy lands and dry lands
with permits?
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(b) Will he also inform this House-

(i) the reason for not hitherto granting freehold
land deeds to persons who have lived in the
Kilinochchi District for over 60 years; and

(i) whether he is aware that they are not
granted loan and mortgage services from
banks and financial institutions due to lack
of freehold deeds, depriving them of their
economic development?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Foreign
Employment and Tourism:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the names of the foreign employment
agencies;

(i) whether foreign jobs are provided only by
the agencies which have legally entered
into agreements; and

(iif)  if agencies which have not legally entered
into agreements have been providing
foreign employment, their names?
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(b)

©

Will he also inform this House -

(M

(ii)

(iif)

whether agencies that provide foreign
employment illegally defraud money when
providing jobs;

if so, the amount of money that has been
defrauded by such agencies; and

the action that will be taken against the
agencies that have obtained money from
people, but have not given them any foreign
jobs?

If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Agriculture, Livestock, Land
and Irrigation:
Will he state -

(@)

(b)

©

)

(ii)

(iii)

whether lands in the Anuradhapura District
have been provided on annual or long-term
lease basis;

whether lands in the Ipalogama and
Kekirawa Divisional Secretaries' Divisions
have been provided on lease for developing;
and

if so, the extent of those lands and the
durations for which the lands have been
provided, separately?

Will he also state -

(M

(ii)

(iif)
(iv)

)
(vi)
(vii)

(viii)

(ix)

the extent of lands provided on lease in
Grama Niladhari Divisions No. 519-
Thalakagama, No. 621-lhalagama and No.
618- Karambawatte, separately;

whether lease agreements have been signed
for them;

if so, the relevant parties;

the area and the term of lease of each land,
separately,

whether the said lands have been
developed;

whether the lands which have not been
developed have been re-acquired,;

whether the above lands have been sub-

leased;

whether he is aware that an elephant fence
has been erected around above lands; and

whether approval has been obtained for it?

If not, why?
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the name of the persons to whom each of
those lands were given and the year in
which each land was granted, separately;

the extent of lands which have not been
used for any development activity in
hectares from among those mentioned in (i)
above;

whether any alternative lands have been
distributed, out of the lands referred to in (i)
above; and

the names of the individuals who have
received such alternative lands ?

If not, why?
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Education,
Higher Education and Vocational Education:

(a)  Will she inform this House -

(i) whether she accepts that there is an acute
shortage of teachers in government schools
in the Eastern Province; and,

(i) if so, the number of teacher vacancies
existing in each subject in each of the
districts in the province concerned,
separately?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

OO DOIBNBDHROA, OO 0® 88 ydme 0w mosTesy
Standing Order No. 91(f) woesf. ® g® English copy &=
Beatesy. ©© dn BwedsI»®. Standing Order No. 91(f)
states, I quote:

“No Member shall refer in any motion or debate, to any matter
which is under adjudication by a court of law or to any matter on
which a judicial decision is pending....”
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in violation of the rule against sub judice to resume his seat:”
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Hon. Speaker, -
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)

O DONINEDROB, 8 niess 208 oxvesn.

©21e® &nAB8, Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya; [ am
very much thankful for your Answer. There are more than
3,000 students studying in this university. Unfortunately,
the first batch is about to pass out this year, probably in
November or December. So, I hope all these changes
would be made before the first batch passes out. Or would
that be done once that batch passes out? Because once
that batch passes out, they would come out as graduates
with a management degree with the previous dedicated
name of that indigenous medicine university. So, my only
question is, would all these changes be made before that
batch passes out?

@S (§0D28w) 08B ¢®5eBews

(orenryflg (HevrHg) anfesh ojrEsfw)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya)

Hon. Speaker, there are several degree programmes

being carried out by this university. So, each degree
programme has to be assessed separately. We are doing
our very best to make sure that the first batch of students
graduate with adequate qualifications and a recognized
degree. Some of the degree programmes are less
complicated than the others, for which we are very
confident we could give the students a solution fairly fast.
But, some of the other degree programmes need to be
assessed much more rigorously. So, we are appointing
subject experts to advise us on how exactly we could
make sure that these students graduate with a degree that
is acceptable and that is of a quality standard recognized
by the university system and other stakeholders as well.
However, we do not intend to let any student graduate
without that guarantee. That is what we are working
towards.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Mujibur Rahuman, your time is up now.
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Hon. Mujibur Rahuman, please wind up now.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. (Dr.) (Ms.) Kaushalya Ariyarathne.
You have ten minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Muyjibur Rahuman, I will give you time after she
finishes. Let her complete.

Hon. (Dr.) (Ms.) Kaushalya Ariyarathne, please
continue with your speech.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Mujibur Rahuman, you can have only one
minute.
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Yes, I will take only one minute.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. (Dr.) (Ms.) Kaushalya Ariyarathne, we are not
going to make this a point for debate.
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Sir, give me 30 seconds, please.
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Okay, 15 seconds.
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Okay, Sir.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Kaveenthiran Kodeeswaran. You have
eight minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! The Proceedings of this House will be
suspended till 1.00 p.m. for lunch.
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Sitting accordingly suspended till 1.00 p.m. and then resumed,
DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. (MRS.)
HEMALI WEERASEKARA] in the Chair.
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"The first objective of the agreement is to facilitate greater
investment between Sri Lanka and the UAE. This includes
attracting UAE investors to Sri Lanka's diverse sectors, such as
infrastructure, technology, manufacturing, and tourism. Sri Lanka
has been keen to leverage its strategic location in the Indian Ocean
and its rich natural resources to create a more dynamic and
competitive business environment."
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“The agreement aims to create a favourable investment
climate ....”
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“The agreement aims to create a favourable investment climate
by simplifying procedures for business registration, ensuring
protection for investors, and enhancing the legal framework for
investment.”
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“This will be particularly beneficial for Sri Lanka, which is
focusing on rebuilding its economy following a period of financial
crisis and instability.”
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

Hon. Presiding Member, we support the Resolution
relating to the Agreement between the Democratic
Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka and the United Arab
Emirates on the Promotion and Reciprocal Protection of
Investments. This is the 29th such agreement we have
entered into. We had signed 28 before. We hope that this
would help improve investments by the United Arab
Emirates in Sri Lanka.

But, Sir, there is a much more urgent matter brewing
in the Middle East and even the United Arab Emirates
has already pointed out that if Israel continues to go
ahead with their plan to occupy the land of the
Palestinians, they would cross the red-line and would
damage the spirit of the Abraham Accords, which
normalized the relationship between the two countries.

Sir, the world watches in horror as a humanitarian
catastrophe of unprecedented scale unfolds in the Gaza
Strip. It is a profound human tragedy that tests the moral
fibre of every nation and demands that Sri Lanka not only
affirm its principles, but also act upon them. Our nation
has a proud history of solidarity with the Palestinian
cause, a relationship rooted in our non-aligned Foreign
Policy and shared experiences. The current Government’s
cautious posture represents a retreat from that principled
legacy and our task is to urge them to return to decisive
action.

Sir, the demographics of Gaza, the West Bank and
East Jerusalem, the three key Occupied Territories that
were on the Middle East map before 07" October, 2023,
have fast been altered for nearly two years to date. It is
brutally evident that new facts are being created on the
ground through a deadly combination of political,
military, ideology-based strategies which have snuffed
out the innocent lives of more than 60,000 people and
displaced over 2 million people, half of them children.
The aggressors have now begun to target Palestinian
people in the other areas of the Occupied Territory as
well. No decent, democratic, conscientious nation or
people could be reticent or worse, collusive over these
violent catastrophes, which the world witnesses with
shattered hearts day in and day out.

The fundamental premise that should have ideally
underpinned a reasonably negotiated political settlement
to the Palestinian question since 1948, the Nakba, which
means forced displacement and dispossession of the
Palestinians, have now been turned on their head. The
right of the refugees of the Nakba era and their
descendants to return to Palestine has effectively been
throttled. Under international law, it is a right that should
be fostered and facilitated. Rather, the reality today is far
more ominous with more and more Palestinians risk
expulsion or evacuation from their territories.

Contrary to the principles of the international
humanitarian law, food, medicines and other essentials
meant for a hungry, desperate and often-bleeding
population are not just being denied, but are actively
being blocked. We are now witnessing the expeditious
undoing of all the principles and norms, which would
have made the long-yearned-for two-State solution an
ultimate reality. Historical revisionism continues to
persist so defiantly in its political, military and socio-
economic aspects, aided by active political and economic
support, encouragement and even military assistance
from a handful of powerful nations.

Sri Lanka recognized the State of Palestine as far back
as 1989. Consequently, the Palestinian diplomatic
representation in Colombo had been recognized as the
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Embassy of the State of Palestine in terms of the Vienna
Convention on Diplomatic Relations. It is our national
responsibility to assert that recognition on every platform,
regional and international as well as bilateral and
multilateral. Not doing it as assiduously as such State
recognition entails or behaving in a manner that chips
away at the core of that recognition means that the
Government does not care whether that State so
recognized exists or goes off the face of the earth.

It is not just a treachery committed against the
Palestinian people, but also an imprimatur of approval for
the ongoing anti-Palestine abolitionist project, which, if
successful, would undoubtedly have wider ramifications
on regional security and stability, including on Sri Lanka.
We, as Representatives of people, should ensure that the
Palestinian people are not denied their due place and all
attempts to reduce them to subhumans are frustrated.

Sir, the United Nations is marking its 80™ Anniversary
this year. The General Assembly, which begins its 80"
Session today, would be a platform for countries to
celebrate the legacy of the UN and to lament its manifold
limitations as well. Sir, nothing in recent times has
exposed the depths of the UN Security Council’s
inefficacy and unresponsiveness as much as the Gaza
situation has done. It is important that the special
gathering of world leaders should reaffirm the right of the
Palestinian people to self-determination, which means
more than mere expression of a two-State solution, but
also the actual realization of a State for Palestinians in
peaceful co-existence with its neighbours.

Sir, it is high time that the Government of Sri Lanka
call a spade a spade and directly and unequivocally call
for the end of occupation and the catastrophic military
onslaughts and illegal settlement activities in Palestine.
However, at no point can the terrorist actions of the
Hamas be condoned. They must not be allowed to use the
innocent people of Gaza to achieve their own objectives.
As we all know, it is the killing of some 1,200 Israelis and
the taking of another 250 hostage on 07" October, 2023
by the Hamas which set off this massive Israeli offensive.
The sad truth is that it is the innocent on both sides who
have paid and are paying with their lives for terrorism on
both sides.

Therefore, Sir, it is a moment for Sri Lanka to rise to
our moral responsibility, to honour our legacy and to join
the growing chorus of nations which choose justice over
expediency.

Thank you very much.
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GowonGid ©o ©xBn®A, today, our investment
Agreement with the United Arab Emirates has been taken up
for debate and the Hon. Bimal Rathnayake wanted to know
whether we support that. Yes, as the Opposition, we do
support the investment Agreement.

But, I, like the Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva, want to talk
about something more pressing and relevant to today,
especially with the UNHRC session going on in Geneva.
eowzndied OO OEROAB, ©® D w»osiesy
Bedverri® seEBdmed mw Bow ne 8 @O “»
2@, DEODE mmmw, v winmws o&@. The issue in
Palestine’s Gaza is not a Muslim issue; scefmned 8¢ 00
85 onme §EEO ydmwr 00008, a8 @d eDE®
Em B 05 A & o O® m™mS e BB IE®
BB ewnt B ©° & 0 D WO BwdEr. HNEB, @®
ydme @m8e ydmexsd; it is a humanitarian issue.
ecimed LB Bwnm JOOE e5»edd 0® o) NDeWsT®
B WO Beastes’. seEBmed ¥» wmmwd BGdwd
B WO E» yAFWeds I Bedsies’ emd® DO0HS
@edived CODE. & ed®, meniEm, BuBwB JOOE,
@9 COOE @m0 BGHIRD m 1 WO Bednrdo.



143 208Ee®xsInd 144

[0S »3E ©8O® ®wmn]

gedcesInw, ¢meay ¢80, mBEBIDG, BM®, Porw WD
CODE @m0 BodRD W WO Bedmbdr. wNB, &
Comned 08 Jbe 0® o mSD WOBID GO OB,
BDJe HTesy W DCTD Brtes »endEm O
9o, edecd wledd a0®BOCw wy & Je veEdmned
& @m0 BGEAD 8 ecwm Specwed oD
RN B ®Er. eded wisiedd wn Bwo Beadm,
"This is not self-defence. It is the extermination of a
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(The Hon. Rajeevan Jeyachandramoorthy)

Hon. Presiding Member, I rise today to speak on the
Agreement between the Democratic Socialist Republic of
Sri Lanka and the United Arab Emirates on the
Promotion and Reciprocal Protection of Investments,
which is before this House. This Agreement is of
profound significance. It is not merely a legal framework,
but also a renewed vision for Sri Lanka’s economic
future built upon stability, partnership and shared

prosperity.

Sir, at the time we gained Independence in 1948, Sri
Lanka was regarded as the third richest country in Asia,
only being behind Japan and Malaysia. With fertile lands,
a highly literate population and being a strategic location
in the Indian Ocean, the world expected Sri Lanka to
become a model of growth and development. For
decades, the ethnic conflict and social instability
consumed our nation. While countries such as Malaysia,
Singapore, and the United Arab Emirates opened their
doors for foreign direct investment, Sri Lanka was
struggling to ensure peace and unity at home.
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Sir, let me recall one striking example. The global
technology giant Motorola once considered Sri Lanka as a
potential destination for its operations. But, due to
instability and policy uncertainty, they chose Malaysia
instead. That single investment became a spark for
Malaysia’s transformation into a technology and
manufacturing hub. Not only Motorola, but many other
international companies bypassed Sri Lanka and invested
in the UAE, Singapore and Malaysia, nations which had
political stability, clear policy frameworks and investor
confidence. That was a painful but important lesson for
us. Opportunities lost cannot always be regained, but they
can remind us never to repeat the same mistakes.

Sir, if there is a modern story of transformation, it is
surely that of the United Arab Emirates. In less than five
decades, the UAE evolved from a desert economy
dependent on oil into a global hub for trade, finance,
technology and tourism. Today, its cities, Dubai and Abu
Dhabi, symbolize vision, planning and execution. Now,
the UAE is a leader in artificial intelligence, renewable
energy, fintech, logistics and modern infrastructure. It has
shown the world that with foresight, innovation and
determination, even a small nation with limited natural
resources could achieve extraordinary success.

Sir, Sri Lanka and the UAE established diplomatic
relations in 1979. Since then, our bilateral partnership has
grown steadily in trade, investment and people-to-people
ties. The UAE is home to nearly 300,000 Sri Lankan
expatriates. They contribute significantly to the UAE’s
economy while also sending their valuable remittances
home. These men and women are our unofficial
ambassadors, strengthening the bonds of trust and
friendship between our two countries. Trade between our
nations is equally vital. The UAE is Sri Lanka’s seventh
largest export market and the third largest source of
import.

And also, this is not only about money, but about
knowledge sharing, technology transferring and
positioning Sri Lanka firmly on the global investment
map.
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Sir, give me a minute.

I, therefore, urge this House to support and approve
the Agreement between Sri Lanka and the United Arab
Emirates on Promotion and Reciprocal Protection of
Investments. By doing so, we are not merely protecting
investments, but also building a bridge of shared
prosperity, ensuring that Sri Lanka never again misses
opportunities in future as we once did in the past.

Thank you.
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(The Hon. Sunil Watagala, Attorney-at-Law - Deputy
Minister of Public Security and Parliamentary Affairs)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Kabir Hashim)

Hon. Deputy Minister, when a person is in hospital,
there is no case of giving bail, especially on a Saturday.
How did that happen? Did the Government intervene and
give bail? That is what I am asking.
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(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)

Hon. Presiding Member, participating in this Debate

on the Resolution with regard to the Agreement between
Sri Lanka and the United Arab Emirates, I would like to
urge the Government that before passing Resolutions on
Agreements between Sri Lanka and the United Arab
Emirates or with other foreign countries, they must first
focus on reaching an agreement with its own citizens, the
fellow citizens of this country. Even though it has been a
year since the Government came into power, it has failed
to reach an agreement with the Tamil-speaking citizens of
this country.
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Sir, I would like to say a few words on this Resolution
that is being debated today. But, before that, on behalf of
our party, the Ilankai Tamil Arasu Kadchi, I would like to
read out our response to the Statement made by the Hon.
Minister of Foreign Affairs at the 60" Session of the
UNHRC. I quote:

“We refer to the statement made by Hon. Vijitha Herath at the
60™ session of the UN Human Rights Council.

At the outset, we must record our deep disappointment on the
government’s response to several pressing issues of accountability
and reconciliation that are still outstanding. This government came
into office holding out several promises. However, one full year
after the President was elected, we are yet to see even the
beginnings of those promises being fulfilled.

Although the Minister states that strengthening national unity
and reconciliation is integral to the development of the country, not
even the low-hanging fruits have been harvested. Despite several
assurances, the Prevention of Terrorism Act - PTA - is yet to be
repealed. It is a matter of regret that having taken a firm position
not to enact any new law to replace the PTA, the Minister now says
that a new counter terrorism legislation would be introduced. PTA
is continued to be used despite calls and assurances for a
moratorium on its use until its repeal. Similarly, no steps have been
taken to repeal the Online Safety Act.

The Minister’s statement that external action will serve to
create divisions and jeopardize national processes is hugely
problematic, so is his opposition to the Si Lanka Accountability
Project. A decade and a half after the conclusion of the armed
conflict, there has been no internal mechanism for accountability
whatsoever.

It is in this background; it is only natural for the victims to
look for international involvement. The Minister makes no
reference to the uncovering of clear evidence of genocidal intent at
Chemmani, Jaffna where 240 skeletal remains have been found,
most probably as a result of extra-judicial killing. It is a known fact
that no local expertise is available for the identification of these
victims. Even so, the government has not called for international
assistance in this regard or in respect of many other cases of mass
graves and enforced disappearances.

We note and thank the government of India for reiterating the
call for meaningful devolution and their support to the aspiration of
the Tamil community for equality, justice, dignity and peace. India
has also called for the early conduct of Provincial Council elections
and meaningful devolution of powers.

The Government of Sri Lanka on the other hand in their
written response, has taken the position that the Provincial Council
elections will be held after the delimitation process is over. This is
a recipe to delay the Provincial Council election by at least several
years. The Government is breaching its promise to the Tamil
speaking people of the North and East by unduly denying their
franchise. The Government must immediately give its assent to the
Private Members' Bill moved by our Member of Parliament, Hon.
Shanakiyan Rasamanickam and facilitate the holding of Provincial
Council elections immediately."

This letter has been signed by our Party’s Leader and
the Secretary-General and I am also tabling* this letter on
behalf of the Ilankai Tamil Arasu Kadchi.
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and THE HON. SPEAKER took the Chair.
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O|HLFFIT)

(The Hon. (Prof.) Ruwan Ranasinghe - Deputy Minister of

Tourism)

Hon. Speaker, today's Debate is on the Agreement
between Sri Lanka and the United Arab Emirates on the
Promotion and Reciprocal Protection of the Investments.
This Agreement is expected to encourage UAE investors
to explore Sri Lanka’s strategic positioning along the
trade route in the Indian Ocean, making it an attractive
destination for investment. It also establishes a secure
legal framework to expand investment opportunities in
global markets while ensuring the protection of foreign
investments. The Agreement also facilitates and
strengthens foreign investments between the two nations
by ensuring investor protection, promoting economic
cooperation and establishing comprehensive investment
protection mechanisms, dispute resolution frameworks
and policy structures. Sir, I took those objectives of the
Agreement from its Keynote to stress the significance or
importance of this particular Agreement and this Debate.

(23000

Sir, I was thinking whether I have been participating
in a wrong debate or have been at a wrong place while
listening to most of the speeches of the Members of the
Opposition. As I mentioned, this is an important
Agreement that we need to debate on. While debating, we
need to make this a platform to add improvements to the
Agreement because it is going to act as a foundation for
rebuilding the economy, which had been bankrupted
during the decades of rule by most of the Members who
are sitting in front of us in the Opposition. It is shameful
to see that some of the Members are still trying - a few
made their points just a little while ago - to stimulate
racist politics, using different languages, and I need to
remind such Members to go and review the results of the
last General Election. A large majority of those
minorities, different nations, had clearly voted for this
Government, categorically rejecting the racist political
efforts of those politicians.
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(omedsTfl@ FUTHTIWST SjeuiTdsr)

(The Hon. Speaker)

2506 850l BBwW o 1, ©®id OWm®e?

o0 (eedexs) »HBsTe BwBedes Onmo
(wrerfle (sweusglwi) paflbs guiglsiven)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa)
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©8¢® 81O 239¢ & @Dy & €O esgg -
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At the conclusion of the Division Bell -
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(The Hon. Speaker)

5y Br¥ew g BBe® gdednd.

200 BRed Sew gom | 808n BB vrle OsIFOG5Y
g BB 0ndr, BGidd OB dn B
eIHO, Er3ce Bods DeB B3Wer? 5O Y BB
@RTHOB 08 WO B5Tew YR WE WBE.

OO0 OBIBOGB, ¢127 B3¢ 8® gas®» WOBIB.

@8 ¢OeI1008 S¥¢cs B 0@ o,
(B)FFBSTLILIGHI) T ClB(HIIL] Y TLDLILTEITS].)
(At this stage, the Voting commenced.)
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(At this stage, the following names appeared on the digital screen in
the Chamber.)
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According to Electronic Voting, Parliament divided: Ayes 163;
Noes 0, Abstain 0.

G 001. K.V. Samantha Viddyarathna Yes
G 002. Sunil Handunnetti Yes
G 003. K.D. Lal Kantha Yes
G 005. Nalinda Jayathissa Yes
G 006. Bimal Rathnayake Yes
G 007. Harini Amarasuriya Yes
G 009. Ramalingam Chandrasekarn Yes
G 010. Wasantha Samarasinghe Yes
G O011. A -H.M.H. Abayarathna Yes
G 013. Anil Jayantha Yes
G 014. Harshana Nanayakkara Yes
G 015. Dammika Patabendi Yes
G 016. Saroja Savithri Paulraj Yes
G 017. Ananda Wijepala Yes
G 019. Sunil Kumara Gamage Yes
G 020. Kumara Jayakody Yes
G 021. Rizvie Salih Yes
G 022. Anura Karunathilaka Yes
G 023. Upali Pannilage Yes
G 024. Nihal Galappaththi Yes
G 025. Nihal Abeysinghe Yes
G 026. Namal Karunaratne Yes
G 027. Wasantha Piyathissa Yes
G 028. Gamagedara Dissanayake Yes
G 029. R.M. Jayawardhana Yes
G 030. Sunil Watagala Yes
G 031. Rathna Gamage Yes
G 032. Mahinda Jayasinghe Yes
G 034. Eranga Gunasekara Yes

G 035. Upali Samarasingha Yes

G 036.
G 037.
G 038.
G 039.
G 040.
G 041.
G 042.
G 043.
G 044.
G 045.
G 046.
G 047.
G 048.
G 049.
G 050.
G O051.
G 052.
G 053.
G 054.
G 055.
G 056.
G 057.
G 058.
G 059.
G 060.
G 061.
G 062.
G 063.
G 064.
G 065.
G 066.
G 067.
G 068.
G 069.
G 070.
G O071.
G 072.
G 073.
G 074.
G 075.
G 076.
G 077.
G 078.
G 079.
G 080.
G 081.
G 082.
G 083.
G 084.
G 085.
G 086.
G 087.
G 088.
G 089.
G 090.
G 091.
G 092.
G 093.
G 094.
G 095.

T.B. Sarath

Nalin Hewage

Prasanna Gunasena

Anton Jayakody
Sundaralingam Pradeep
Hemali Weerasekara

Ruwan Ranasinghe

Muneer Mulaffer

Susil Ranasinghe

Hansaka Wijemuni

Eranga Weeraratne

Namal Sudarshana

P. Ruwan Senarath

Madhura Senevirathna

Arun Hemachandra

Janitha Ruwan Kodithuwakku
Aruna Jayasekera

Sugath Thilakaratne

Ashoka Ranwala

Lakshman Nipuna Arachchi
R.M. Gamini Rathnayake
Manjula Suraweera Arachchi
K. Ilankumaran

Shantha Pathma Kumara Subasingha
Ajith Agalakada

Gayan Janaka

Najith Indika

Lakmali Hemachandra
Samanmali Gunasingha
Sagarika Athauda

Roshan Akmeemana

U. P. Abeywickrama

L.M. Abeywickrama
M.K.M. Aslam

Kaushalya Ariyarathne
Asitha Niroshana Egoda Vithana
Arkam Ilyas

Oshani Umanga

Krishnan Kalaichelvi

Upul Kithsiri

Wasantha Pushpa Kumara
Chaminda Lalith Kumara
Sarath Kumara

Nilanthi Kottahachchi
M.A.C.S. Chathuri Gangani
Lasith Bhashana Gamage
Thilanka U. Gamage
Nilusha Lakmali Gamage
Ajantha Gammeddage

Ajith Gihan

Jagath Gunawardana
Aboobucker Athambawa
Ruwanthilaka Jayakody
Thushari Jayasingha

T.K. Jayasundara
Mayilvaganam Jegatheeswaran
Rajeevan Jeyachandramoorthy
Sellaththamby Thilaganathan
Anushka Thilakarathne
Chandana Thennakoon
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Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
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Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
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G 096. Thanura Dissanayake Yes O 103. Kitnan Selvaraj Yes
G 097. Sugath Wasantha de Silva Yes O 104. Janaka Senarathna Yes
G 098. Dharmapriya Dissanayake Yes O 105.Chandima Hettiaratchi Yes
G 099. Sujeewa Dissanayake Yes O 106. Champika Hettiarachchi Yes
G 100. Susantha Dodawatta Yes O 107. Dinesh Hemantha Yes
G 101. Susantha Kumara Nawarathna Yes O 108. Geetha Herath Yes
G 102. Sena Nanayakkara Yes O 109. Bhagya Sri Herath Yes
G 103. Aruna Panagoda Yes O 110. Muhammad Faizal Yes
G 104. Nimal Palihena Yes O 111. Ashoka Gunasena Yes
G 105. Nishantha Perera Yes O 112. Nandana Pathmakumara Yes
G 106. Stepni Fernando Yes O 113. Sunil Biyanwila Yes
G 107. Kanthasamy Prabu Yes O 114. Samantha Ranasingha Yes
G 108. Lal Premanath Yes O 115. Nishantha Jayaweera Yes
G 110. Padmasiri Bandara Yes
G 111. Ravindra Bandara Yes Electronic Voting Results:
G 112. Sudath Balagalla Yes
G 113. Sri Bavanandarajah Yes Participants:
G 114.E. M .B.asnayaka Yes Present 163
G 115. Wijesiri Basnayake Yes Votes:
G 116. S. Sandaruwan Madarasinghe Yes )
O 002. Kabir Hashim Yes Yes 163
O 004. Rishad Bathinudeen Yes No 0
O 010. M.L.A.M. Hizbullah Yes Abstain 0
O 013. K. Kader Masthan Yes
O 023. Ajith P. Perera Yes ©6 BBNEDEHS?
0 027.]. C. Alawathuwa‘la Yes (iorerfl @, FLTBTWST SjeuissT)
O 040. Gnanamuththu Srineshan Yes (The Hon. Speaker)
0 057. M.S. Uthumalebbe Yes Beys 53¢ BOBO amd sudsd 853 1638.
O 063. Ismail Muththu Mohamed Yes
O 064. Nissam Kariyappar Yes 8600 08; dz¥ces Lo®s8 DieB 83 08.
O 065. Prageeth Madhuranga Yes
882? gfv?/glnl\lf/?;;:}lv;;;l;a 3;2: & amd, 06 vped duw g 1, § Cowo ymsIgm

’ . 088D “ded @WRBD® DvOEND wderw ewldsn
O 068. Nandana Millagala Yes

. ©6®0mw & $5¥¢ 163857, O gydeds dynS sricewsy

0 069. Riyas Farook Yes BOOD OB B¢ DD OB OG BWIDD ¢BTOT) S Fen®
O 070. Danushka Ranganath Yes s ¢ @R W '
0O 071. Sanj.eewa Raqagingha Yes ot BOwm G, wwr OOm S,
O 072. Sunil Rathnasiri Yes aflorr afPFSIILB eTPECEToOTILIL L.
O 081. Manjula Sugath Rathnayaka Yes Question put, and agreed to.
O 082. A.M.M.M. Rathwaththe Yes
O 083. Manoj Rajapaksha Yes
O 084. Sunil Rajapaksha Yes % 6”53155@
O 085. Hasara Liyanage Yes . .
O 086. Deepthi Wasalage Yes PSlewauliL|
O 087. Kanchana Welipitiya Yes ADJOURNMENT
0O 088. R. G. Wijerathna Yes
O 089. Nishantha Samaraweera Yes
O 090. Priyantha Wijerathna Yes 00 (000¢n) Bl duBdn dumo (oweds ww
0 091. Ruwan Wijeweera Yes BZYOes g  ww  pedh) widded ydm
0O 092. Darmapriya Wijesinghe Yes o8 mR®2)
O 093. Hiruni Wijesinghe Yes (wrebrfle (woipdlut) peflhs guglivev - sersrrid
O 094. Athula Welandagoda Yes wﬂ’@'ggfﬁi’:mmjﬁruﬁ APITGD HroTHISs St Sulsr
0 095. Fa_lsmm Sharif Yes %ﬁg Hon. (Dr%uNalinda Jayatissa - Minister of Health and
0 096. D11’.11.ndu Saman Yes Mass Media and Chief Government Whip)
O 097. Thilina Samarakoon Yes 00, DOTNEDRB, "wEEeORD ¥ »E mFe
0O 098. Ambika Samivel Yes @ne" 8 @ ewidmn mSHD.
0O 099. Dewananda Suraweera Yes
O 100. Chandana Sooriyaarachchi Yes St 959S w0 G,
O 101. G.D. Sooriyabandara Yes afleorr 1G58 bGP

O 102. Aravinda Senarath Yes Question proposed.
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(orenTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjeuideir)
(The Hon. Speaker)

80 WE BIB gDBed Y.

Order, please! 30 ewd, ®os? end ©5 OIFOSews
eowmw e OO @0dnie enmin OsIfn®ed »H®
@wdBs DOBIB.

@6 (e0Des) »HEBTE BwBedes Ovmo

(wredrfl@ (weubglwi) peflhs ewgleven)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa)

@01 DOBNBDROA, "0d @6drTe eumdny ©IEn
ey eowme 0on grae" 8 ® ewldnm »mo.

g S8z 8, eeo e3@@» Ses.
aflsorir MBS sLILIL (B) 67Dy CIsmeTemLiIL LS.
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It being past 5.30 p.m., THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER
adjourned Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly at 5.42 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on
Wednesday, 10th September, 2025.
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