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Hon. Rauff Hakeem, Attorney at Law

Hon. Kabir Hashim

Hon. (Dr.) M.L.A.M. Hizbullah

Hon. Chandima Hettiaratchi

Hon. Champika Hettiarachchi

Hon. Dinindu Saman Hennayake
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Hon. Riyas Farook

Mrs. Kushani Rohanadeera, Secretary-General of Parliament

Mr. Chaminda Kularatne, Chief of Staff and Deputy Secretary-General of
Parliament

Mr. Hansa Abeyrathne, Assistant Secretary-General

Parliament met pursuant to adjournment. The Speaker took the Chair.

1. Announcements by the Speaker: The Speaker made the following
announcements:—

I

“I wish to inform that I have endorsed the certificates on the Bills titled ‘Budgetary
Relief Allowance of Workers (Amendment), Budgetary Relief Allowance of Workers
(Amendment) and National Minimum Wage of Workers (Amendment)’ on 23" of July
2025 in terms of the provisions of Article 79 of the Constitution of the Democratic
Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka.”

II

“I wish to inform Parliament that I have received a copy of a Petition filed at the
Supreme Court in terms of Article 121(1) of the Constitution in respect of the Bill titled
‘National Audit (Amendment)’.”

III

“I wish to inform this House of the further action to be taken in relation to the
report of the Committee of Inquiry appointed in terms of Section 5 of the Removal of
Officers (Procedure) Act, No. 5 of 2002 to investigate and report its findings on the
alleged misconduct and/or gross abuse of powers of his office committed by Mr. T. M.
W. Deshabandu Tennakoon, Inspector General of Police (IGP), in terms of Sections 3
(d) and 3(e) of the said Act tabled on 22™ July 2025.
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Accordingly, the soft copy of this report, which was tabled on 22™ July 2025 in
English, has been uploaded on the official website of Parliament on that day itself.

Further, in accordance with the permission granted by this House on 22™ July 2025,
this report will be printed and distributed for the reference of the Members of this
August House.

As per this report, since Mr. T. M. W. Deshabandu Tennakoon, IGP, has been found
guilty, a resolution to remove him from office in terms of Section 17 of the Removal of
Officers (Procedure) Act, No. 5 of 2002 will be placed on the Order Book of
Parliament.

In terms of Standing Order 27 of Parliament, this resolution will be placed on the
Order Paper of Parliament after five clear days from its inclusion in the Order Book of
Parliament and it will be debated on a date to be determined by the Committee on
Parliamentary Business.

If a majority of the total Members of Parliament (including those not present) vote in
favour of this resolution, the Hon. President will be informed regarding the removal of
the said Mr. T. M. W. Deshabandu Tennakoon from office forthwith in terms of Section
18 of the said Act.”

2. Presentation of Papers: (1) The Prime Minister and Minister of Education,
Higher Education and Vocational Education presented the —

(i) Annual Report of the Lady Lochore Loan Fund for the year 2023;

(il)) Annual Report of the Sri Lanka Accounting and Auditing Standards
Monitoring Board for the year 2023; and

(i) Annual Performance Report of the Inland Revenue Department for the year
2024

and moved that those Reports be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on
Economic Development and International Relations.

Question put, and agreed to.

(2) The Prime Minister and Minister of Education, Higher Education and Vocational
Education presented the Order made by the Minister of Finance, Planning and
Economic Development under Section 22 of the Foreign Exchange Act, No. 12 of 2017
and published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 2441/14 of 18™ June 2025 and moved
that this Order be referred to the Committee on Public Finance.

Question put, and agreed to.

(3) The Minister of Transport, Highways, Ports and Civil Aviation presented the
Annual Performance Report of the Office of the Leader of the Opposition of Parliament
for the year 2024 and moved that this Report be referred to the Sectoral Oversight
Committee on Governance, Justice and Civil Protection.

Question put, and agreed to.
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(4) The Minister of Transport, Highways, Ports and Civil Aviation presented the —
(i) Annual Report of the Mahaweli Authority of Sri Lanka for the year 2022;

(ii) Performance Report of the Land Use Policy Planning Department for the
year 2024,

(ii1) Performance Report of the Sri Lanka Survey Department for the year 2024;

(iv) Performance Report of the Land Title Settlement Department for the year
2024; and

(v) Annual Performance Report of the Land Commissioner General’s
Department for the year 2024

and moved that those Reports be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on
Environment, Agriculture and Resource Sustainability.

Question put, and agreed to.

(5) The Minister of Trade, Commerce, Food Security and Cooperative Development
presented the —

(i) Performance Report of the Food Commissioner’s Department for the year
2023; and

(i) Performance Report of the Department of the Registrar of Companies for
the year 2024

and moved that those Reports be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on
Environment, Agriculture and Resource Sustainability.

Question put, and agreed to.

(6) The Minister of Labour and Deputy Minister of Economic Development
presented the Annual Performance Report of the Ministry of Labour for the year 2024
and moved that this Report be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on
Education, Manpower and Human Capital.

Question put, and agreed to.

(7) The Minister of Justice and National Integration presented the Performance
Report of the Ministry of Justice and National Integration for the year 2024 and moved
that this Report be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on Governance, Justice
and Civil Protection.

Question put, and agreed to.

(8) The Minister of Buddhasasana, Religious and Cultural Affairs presented the
Annual Report of the National Film Corporation of Sri Lanka for the year 2022 and
moved that this Report be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on Education,
Manpower and Human Capital.

Question put, and agreed to.
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3. Presentation of Public Petitions:

(1) Hon. Chathuranga Abeysinghe presented a petition dated 15.03.2025 from
Mr. P. T. Jayawardhana and one other of No 50/5, Angampitiya Road, Ethul
Kotte, Kotte.

(2) Hon. Nihal Galappaththi presented—

(i) A petition dated 31.03.2025 from Mr. A. G. P. Indradewa of No. 66/1,
Annapitiya Road, Tangalle;

(il)) A petition dated 28.03.2025 from Mrs. A. J. Piyumi Nimasha of
'Hansi', Moola Kepu Pathana, Punchi Palama, Thissamaharama,;

(iii)) A petition dated 28.02.2025 from Mrs. S.A. Dayawathi of
Palugahagodella, Ambalanthota; and

(iv) A petition dated 21.02.2025 from Mr. W. G. M. M. N. Lakshitha of
No. 79/B, 'Chathu Villa', Wetiya, Barawakumbuka.

(3) Hon. Waruna Liyanage presented —

(1) A petition dated 19.03.2025 from Mrs. Haththella Widanelage Rohini of
Kurugammodara, Dodampe, Ratnapura;

(i1) A petition dated 01.06.2025 from Ven. Kalukodayawe Dhammarathana
Thero of Jayamini Bodhiya, Thala Hakamuwa, Rathnapura; and

(iii) A petition dated 04.07.2025 from Mrs. M.D. Nilanthi of No. 282/21C,
Kalukale, Theppanawa, Kuruwita.

The Petitions stood referred under Standing Order 30(10) of the Parliament, to the
Committee on Public Petitions.

(At 11.22 a.m. the Deputy Speaker took the Chair.)

4. Leave to introduce Bill: Hon. Waruna Liyanage, seconded by Hon. Mujibur
Rahman moved,— That leave be granted to introduce the following Bill:—

“Bill to incorporate the Kodhagoda Gunarathana Nahimi Foundation.”
Question put, and agreed to.
Bill accordingly read the first time and ordered to be printed.

The Bill stood referred under Standing Order 52(6) of the Parliament to the
Minister of Rural Development, Social Security and Community Empowerment .

5. Companies (Amendment) Bill: Order for Second Reading read.

The Minister of Trade, Commerce, Food Security and Cooperative Development
moved,— That the Bill be now read a second time.

(At 1.00 p.m. the Deputy Chairperson of Committees took the Chair.)

The Minister of Trade, Commerce, Food Security and Cooperative Development
moved,—That Hon. (Dr.)(Ms.) Kaushalya Ariyarathne do take the Chair.

Question put, and agreed to.

(At 3.03 p.m. Hon. (Dr.)(Ms.) Kaushalya Ariyarathne took the Chair.)
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The Minister of Trade, Commerce, Food Security and Cooperative Development
moved,—That Hon. (Prof.) Sena Nanayakkara do take the Chair.
Question put, and agreed to.
(At 4.09 p.m. Hon. (Prof.) Sena Nanayakkara took the Chair.)

Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read a second time.

The Minister of Trade, Commerce, Food Security and Cooperative Development
moved,— That the Bill be referred to a Committee of the whole Parliament.

Question put, and agreed to.

Parliament immediately resolved itself into Committee.
(In the Committee)

The Presiding Member took the Chair.

Clauses 1 to 3 were agreed to.

Clause 4

The Minister of Trade, Commerce, Food Security and Cooperative Development
proposed an amendment to leave out lines 13 to 16 (both inclusive), in page 3 and
substitute the following:—

“(2) in sub-paragraph (i) of paragraph (a) of
subsection(4) thereof, by the substitution for the words
“shares issued;”’, of the words ‘“shares issued and
names of the persons to whom such shares are issued;”;

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to.

Question that the Clause as amended, stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to.

Clauses 5 and 6 were agreed to.
Clause 7
The Minister of Trade, Commerce, Food Security and Cooperative Development
proposed an amendment to leave out line 10, in page 6 and substitute the following:—
“(3) Every director or secretary of the”;

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to.

The Minister of Trade, Commerce, Food Security and Cooperative Development
proposed another amendment to leave out line 26, in page 8 and substitute the
following:—

“130c. (1) A company shall appoint, in a
prescribed manner, a”;

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to.
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The Minister of Trade, Commerce, Food Security and Cooperative Development
proposed another amendment to insert the following immediately after line 11 in
page 9:—

“(3) Every company incorporated or registered under
the Companies Act, No. 07of 2007 or any former
written Law, relating to companies shall, within a
period of three months from the date of operation of the
Companies (Amendment) Act, No. of 2025, disclose
the details of the authorized person referred to in
subsection (1).”;

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to.

The Minister of Trade, Commerce, Food Security and Cooperative Development
proposed another amendment to leave out line 12 to 19 (both inclusive), in page 9 and
substitute the following:—

“Details for public 130D. (1) The Registrar shall make the details of
the beneficial owners of a company promptly accessible
to the public, whether electronically or physically. Such
details shall be limited to the full names and former full
names (if any), nationalities (including dual citizenship,
where applicable), countries of residence, business
addresses, and the nature and extent of beneficial

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to.

The Minister of Trade, Commerce, Food Security and Cooperative Development
proposed another amendment to leave out line 22, in page 9 and substitute the
following:—

“out in subsection (1)”;

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to.

The Minister of Trade, Commerce, Food Security and Cooperative Development
proposed another amendment to insert the following immediately after line 25 in
page 9:—

“(2) Any member of the public who intends to obtain an authenticated copy of
the details referred to in subsection (1) shall make an application to the Registrar
accompanied by a fee as may be prescribed.”;”

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to.

The Minister of Trade, Commerce, Food Security and Cooperative Development
proposed another amendment to leave out line 7, in page 11 and substitute the
following:—

“for a period not exceeding ten years or to both”;

Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to.
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The Minister of Trade, Commerce, Food Security and Cooperative Development
proposed another amendment to leave out line 20, in page 12 and substitute the
following:—

“verify , report, record and notify the Registrar”;
Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to.

Question that the Clause as amended, stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to.

Clauses 8 to 13 were agreed to.

Clause 14

The Minister of Trade, Commerce, Food Security and Cooperative Development
proposed an amendment to leave out line 2, in page 17 and substitute the following:—

“act as Additional Registrars-General of ”;
Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to.

Question that the Clause as amended, stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to.

Clauses 15 to 18 were agreed to.

Clause 19

The Minister of Trade, Commerce, Food Security and Cooperative Development
proposed an amendment to leave out line 19, in page 20 and substitute the following:—

“to a fine not exceeding one million”; and
Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to.

Question that the Clause as amended, stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to.

Clause 20

The Minister of Trade, Commerce, Food Security and Cooperative Development
proposed an amendment to leave out lines 21 and 22, in page 21 and substitute the
following:—

“other than the shares of the company, to or for”
Question that the amendment be agreed to, put, and agreed to.

Question that the Clause as amended, stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to.
Clauses 20 to 22 were agreed to.

Enacting Clause and Title
Question that the Enacting Clause and Title stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to.
Bill reported with Amendments.
The Minister of Trade, Commerce, Food Security and Cooperative Development
moved,— That the Bill, as amended, be now read the third time.
Question put, and agreed to.

Bill, as amended, accordingly read the third time and passed.
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6. Adjournment: The Minister of Trade, Commerce, Food Security and
Cooperative Development moved,— That this Parliament do now adjourn.
And it being 5.30 p.m. Parliament was adjourned by the Presiding Member.
Parliament adjourned accordingly, until 9.30 a.m. on Thursday, July 24, 2025.



