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Parliament met pursuant to adjournment. The Speaker took the Chair.

1. Announcements by the Speaker: The Speaker made the following
announcement:—

“Since the Chair of the Committee on Public Accounts, the Hon. Aravinda Senarath,
Member of Parliament has resigned from the Chairmanship of the Committee with
effect from 06.08.2025, I wish to inform that, in terms of the provisions of the Standing
Order 132 (1) of Parliament, a meeting of the Committee on Public Accounts will be
held on 12" September 2025 to elect a Chair for the vacant Chairmanship of that
Committee.”

2. Presentation of Papers: (1) The Speaker tabled the Budget Estimate of the
National Audit Office for the year 2026 prepared by the National Audit Office along
with the observations of the Minister assigned the subject of Finance in terms of Section
34 of the National Audit Act, No. 19 of 2018.

Ordered that the said Budget Estimate be referred to the Committee on Public
Finance.

(2) The Speaker presented the First Installment — Part IV of the Report of the
Auditor— General for the Financial Year 2024 in terms of Article 154(6) of the
Constitution of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka.

Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table and be printed.

(3) The Prime Minister and Minister of Education, Higher Education and Vocational
Education presented the Annual Performance Report of the Department of Technical
Education and Training for the year 2024 and moved that Report be referred to the
Sectoral Oversight Committee on Education, Manpower and Human Capital.

Question put, and agreed to.

(4) The Minister of Justice and National Integration presented the Annual Report of
the National Authority for the Protection of Victims of Crime and Witnesses for the
year 2023 and moved that Report be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on
Governance, Justice and Civil Protection.

Question put, and agreed to.

(5) The Minister of Health and Mass Media presented the Report on the submission
of observations and steps taken in terms of the Standing Order 119(4) of the Parliament
with regard to the matters mentioned on the Department of National Zoological Gardens
in the report of the Committee on Public Accounts which was presented to Parliament
and moved that Report be referred to the Committee on Public Accounts.

Question put, and agreed to.
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3. Presentation of Reports from Committees: (1) Hon. R.M. Gamini
Rathnayake, the Chair of the Committee on Public Petitions presented the First Report
of the Committee on Public Petitions under Standing Order 125(5) of the Parliament for
the period from 20.02.2025 to 31.05.2025 for the First Session of the Tenth Parliament
in Sinhala language only with special leave of the House.

Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table and be printed.

(2) Hon. (Dr.) V.S. Radhakrishnan, Member of the Committee on behalf of
Hon. Hesha Withanage Ankumbura Arachchi, the Chair of the Sectoral Oversight
Committee on Education, Manpower and Human Capital presented the Report of the
Committee on Samurdhi (Amendment) Bill which was referred to the said Committee.

Ordered that the said Report do lie upon the Table.

4. Presentation of Public Petitions:
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Hon. K.V. Samantha Viddyarathna presented—

(1) A petition dated 10.02.2025 from Mr. Amith Lasantha Gammanpila of
Galpattiarawa, Kahagolla, Diyathalawa;

(i) A petition dated 29.01.2025 from Mrs. B.M. Indrani Gunarathna of
Pitawatta, Kahaththewala, Bandarawela; and

(iii))A petition dated 20.12.2024 from Mr. P. Abeyrathna Pathirana of
Haputhale Road (2™ Mile Post), Dambawinna, Welimada.

Hon. Mahinda Jayasinghe presented a petition dated 29.04.2025 from
Mrs. W. A. Priyanka Nirosha Perera of No. 10/2 B, 1% Lane, Palliyawatta,
Hendala, Wattala.

Hon. (Dr.) Hansaka Wijemuni presented a petition dated 25.03.2025 from
Mr. S. R. A. M. T. B. Rathnayeka of No. 100, Bodhiyangana Mawatha,
Medabowala, Kandy.

Hon. (Dr.) Nihal Abeysinghe presented a petition dated 22.02.2025 from
Mr. D.L.W. Gamage of Gangoda Road, Bellapitiya, Horana.

Hon. (Mrs.) Nilanthi Kottahachchi, Attorney at Law presented a petition
dated 05.02.2025 from Mr. W. A. Naveen Yasas Sri of No. 293/11, Temple
Road, Thalapathpitiya, Nugegoda.

Hon. Padmasiri Bandara presented—

(1) A petition dated 17.05.2025 from Mrs. H.M. Lanka Rajani Wijethilaka
of No. 05, Yodha Ela, Hingurakgoda; and

(i1) A petition dated 06.05.2025 from Mrs. P. A. D. Inoka Ruwanthi Silva of
97, B.O.P. 313, Pulasthigama, Polonnaruwa.

Hon. (Dr.) Nishantha Samaraweera presented a petition dated 07.04.2025
from Mr. G. Lionel and seven others of No. 136 A, Liyanwala, Padukka.

Hon. Muhammad Faizal presented a petition dated 20.05.2025 from
Mr. T. A. Wanniarachchi and Nine Others of No. 29/21 A, Jayasinghe
Road, Kirulapona, Colombo 06.

The Petitions stood referred under Standing Order 30(10) of the Parliament, to the
Committee on Public Petitions.
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5. Presidents’ Entitlements (Repeal): The Minister of Justice and National
Integration presented,— Bill to repeal the Presidents’ Entitlements Act, No. 4 of 1986.

The Bill was ordered to be read a second time on Thursday, August 21, 2025, be
printed and be referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on Governance, Justice and
Civil Protection.

6. Sittings of the Parliament (No. 1): The Leader of the House of Parliament
moved,— That notwithstanding the provisions of Standing Order 8 of the Parliament,
the hours of sitting of Parliament on this day shall be 9.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. and
1.00 p.m. to 5.30 p.m.. At 12.00 noon Standing Order 8(5) of the Parliament shall
operate. At 5.30 p.m. Mr. Speaker shall adjourn the Parliament.

Question put, and agreed to.

7. Sittings of the Parliament (No. 2): The Leader of the House of Parliament
moved,— That this Parliament at its rising this day do adjourn until 9.30 a.m. on
Tuesday, August 19", 2025.

Question put, and agreed to.

8. Bills of Exchange (Amendment) Bill: Order for Second Reading read.

The Minister of Justice and National Integration moved,— That the Bill be now read
a second time.

Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read a second time.

The Minister of Justice and National Integration moved,— That the Bill be referred
to a Committee of the whole Parliament.

Question put, and agreed to.

Parliament immediately resolved itself into Committee.

(In the Committee)
The Speaker took the Chair.

Clauses 1 to 18 were agreed to.

Enacting Clause and Title
Question that the Enacting Clause and Title stand part of the Bill, put, and agreed to.

Bill reported without Amendments.

The Minister of Justice and National Integration moved,— That the Bill be now
read the third time.

Question put, and agreed to.

Bill accordingly read the third time and passed.
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9. Adjournment (Current Economic Status of the Country): The Leader of the
House of Parliament moved,— That this Parliament do now adjourn.
Question proposed, and debated.
(At 1.45 p.m. the Deputy Speaker took the Chair.)
(At 4.06 p.m. the Deputy Chairperson of Committees took the Chair.)

And it being 5.30 p.m. Parliament was adjourned by the Deputy Chairperson of
Committees pursuant to the resolution of Parliament this day.

Parliament adjourned accordingly, until 9.30 a.m. on Tuesday, August 19, 2025
pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament this day.



