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Report of the Committee

The Sectoral Oversight Committee on Economic Development and International Relations considered the following
performance/annual reports at its meeting held on Wednesday 20" August 2025 at the Parliamentary Complex.

Annual Performance Reports of the Ministry of Industry and Entrepreneurship Development for the Year 2024
(Presented to Parliament on 09.07.2025)

Annual Performance Report of the Ministry of Industry for the year 2023 (Having been referred to the Sectoral
Oversight Committee on National Economic and Physical Planning of the Ninth Parliament on 18.06.2024, this
Annual Report was referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on Economic Development and International
Relations of the Tenth Parliament as per the decision made at the Committee on Parliamentary Business at
its meeting held on 15.03.2025.)

Annual Report of the Sri Lanka Export Development Board for the Year 2023 (Presented to Parliament on
20.05.2025)

Annual Report of the Sri Lanka Export Development Board for the Year 2022 (Having been referred to the
Sectoral Oversight Committee on National Economic and Physical Planning of the Ninth Parliament on
21.08.2024, this Annual Report was referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on Economic Development
and International Relations of the Tenth Parliament as per the decision made at the Committee on
Parliamentary Business at its meeting held on 15.03.2025.)

Annual Reports of the Sri Lanka Export Development Board for the Year 2021 (Having been referred to the
Sectoral Oversight Committee on National Economic and Physical Planning of the Ninth Parliament on
09.08.2023, this Annual Report was referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on Economic Development
and International Relations of the Tenth Parliament as per the decision made at the Committee on
Parliamentary Business at its meeting held on 15.03.2025.)

Annual Report of the National Gem and Jewellery Authority for the Year 2023 (Presented to Parliament on
05.03.2025)

Annual Report of the National Gem and Jewellery Authority for the Year 2022 (Having been referred to the
Sectoral Oversight Committee on Uplifting of Export of Goods and Services of the Ninth Parliament on
20.03.2024, this Annual Report was referred to the Sectoral Oversight Committee on Economic Development
and International Relations of the Tenth Parliament as per the decision made at the Committee on
Parliamentary Business at its meeting held on 15.03.2025.)

Annual Report of the Gem and Jewellery Research and Training Institute for the year 2023 (Presented to
Parliament on 14.03.2025)

Annual Report of BCC Lanka Limited for the Year 2021/2022 (Presented to Parliament on 24.07.2025)
Annual Report of BCC Lanka Limited for the Year 2022/2023 (Presented to Parliament on 03.06.2025)

Annual Report and Accounts of the National Salt Limited for the Year 2022/2023 (Presented to Parliament on
24.07.2025)

Annual Report and Accounts of the National Salt Limited for the Year 2021/2022 (Presented to Parliament on
24.07.2025)
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Annual Performance Reports of the Ministry of Industry and Entrepreneurship Development for
the Years 2023 and 2024

Introduction

The Ministry of Industry and Entrepreneurship Development is responsible for exercising the Industry Development
Act No. 36 of 1969, the Industry Promotion Act No. 46 of 1990, and the National Entrepreneurship Development
Authority Act No. 17 of 2006 and for promoting the industry sector. Strengthening and promoting of local industrial
sector by adoption of advanced strategies in order to earn relatively higher profits in the context of global
competition by establishing links with the local, regional and international supply network through diversification of
industries is the scope of the Ministry. This Ministry directs 34 various statutory bodies and public corporations.

Observations of the Committee

e A new policy should be formulated on allocating land for industries as it is only 0.01% of the total land area of
Sri Lanka that has been allotted for industry although 3% of the area of land in use should be allocated for
industries according to an international norm.

e The Ministry should have the power to terminate a lease after leasing out a land because there is no way of

evicting an industrialist in the procedure for leasing lands for industries even if an industry comes to a state of
suffering losses.

e A new policy should be formulated for obtaining investment facilities necessary of industry development, Acts
pertaining to land use should be amended, and the land policy should be incorporated to the National Physical
Plan.

After deliberation, the Committee agreed to the Annual Performance Reports of the Ministry of Industry and
Entrepreneurship Development for the years 2023 and 2024 and approved the Reports concerned.

Annual Reports of the Sri Lanka Export Development Board for the Years 2021, 2022 and 2023

Introduction

Sri Lanka Export Development Board, which is Sri Lanka’s premier organization for the development and promotion
of exports, has been established under the Sri Lanka Export Development Act No. 40 of 1979. Sri Lanka Export
Development Board functions as the advisor, supervisor, promoter, facilitator and informer in fulfilling its
responsibility of launching new strategies for achieving national export targets.

Observations of the Committee

e The contribution of all government agencies should be obtained for identifying new exporters and the
contribution of small- and medium-scale industries should be secured through developing them.

e New dimensions of sectors having a high export potential such as Information Technology, food and beverages
and spices should be identified and developed, and markets should be diversified and it should be empowered
through creating an export-oriented investment committee.

e Performance targets should be set for every government agency through formulating new laws and policies,
and a management system should be prepared for determining performance.

e The number of industrial zones should be increased, the process of re-exporting goods that are imported and
re-processed should be encouraged and duty concessions should be given when raw materials necessary for
industries are imported.

After deliberations, the Committee agreed to the Annual Reports of the Sri Lanka Export Development Board for the
years 2021, 2022 and 2023 and approved the Reports concerned.



Annual Reports of the National Gem and Jewellery Authority for the Years 2022 and 2023

Introduction

The National Gem and Jewellery Authority has been established under the National Gem and Jewellery Authority Act
No. 50 of 1993 as the government agency that is vested with powers to regulate, develop and promote Sri Lanka’s
gem and jewellery industry. This Authority performs many functions such as expanding the market necessary for the
gem and jewellery industry, promoting training necessary for workers of every sphere associated with the industry,
providing instructions and infrastructure necessary for the sale of gems and jewellery, and preventing illegal gem
mining.

Observations of the Committee

e Itis a huge problem that illegal gem mining causes the revenue, which should be accrued to the government,
to end up in the hands of other persons.

e New laws and rules should be formulated to regulate illegal gem mining and necessary powers should be
vested in the National Gem and Jewellery Authority through amending the National Gem and Jewellery
Authority Act.

After deliberations, the Committee agreed to the Performance Reports of the National Gem and Jewellery Authority
for the years 2022 and 2023 and approved the Reports concerned.

Annual Report of the Gem and Jewellery Research and Training Institute for 2023

Introduction

The Gem and Jewellery Research and Training Institute has been established under the National Gem and Jewellery
Authority Act No. 50 of 1993 for the purpose of conducting research and training services towards the promotion
and sustainable development of the gem and jewellery industry. The goal of the Authority is to contribute to the
national economic growth through exploring gem source areas in Sri Lanka and reaping sustainable benefits and
through generating workers having new skills and technical knowledge as well as talents.

Observations of the Committee

e The mapping of potential gem deposits was commenced in the year 2010 and about 20 maps have been
finalized by now while 50% of the lands identified to have potential gem deposits belong to estate companies.

e Plans have been prepared by now for the promotion of the sustainable gem mining concept, and the hesitation
on the part of gem businessmen to reveal information about the gems of high value they receive has been an
obstacle to it.

After deliberations, the Committee agreed to the Annual Report of the Gem and Jewellery Research and Training
Institute for the year 2023 and approved the Reports concerned.

Annual Reports of BCC Lanka Limited for the Years 2021/2022 and 2022/2023

Introduction

BCC Lanka Limited incorporated on 04.11.1988 as a public company under the Conversion of Public Corporations or
Government Owned Business Undertakings into Public Companies Act, No. 23 of 1987. It mainly has a coconut oil
refinery and a soap factory and it manufactures coconut oil, varieties of soap, disinfectants and purifiers.

Observations of the Committee

e Although the company produced high-quality coconut oil without mixing any chemical, the management had
not taken action to obtain quality standard certificates for its products. However, an application has been
tendered for this purpose in the year 2025.

e The BCC Lanka Limited had been closed down in 2002 as a profitless organization. After 2014, the company
began to earn profits gradually. At present, it has been planning to start a new factory.



After deliberation, the Committee agreed to the Annual Reports of the BCC Lanka Limited for the years 2021/2022
and 2022/2023 and approved the Reports concerned.

The Annual Reports and Accounts of the National Salt Limited for the Years 2021/2022 and 2022/2023

Introduction

The entity was first commenced as the Salt Department in the year 1938. Later it was registered as a limited liability
company by the name of National Salt Limited under Companies Act No. 7 of 2007. It manufactures common salt,
iodine mixed salt, crush salt, and Industrial salt. The major production areas are located in Mannar and Elephant pass,
and its administrative office located in Colombo. The functions of the National Salt Limited are running salterns,
manufacture of salt, value addition and sale of salt and by-products.

Observations of the Committee

e The country’s salterns that are maintained at present have the capacity to meet the annual salt need of the
country. A scarcity of salt was experienced in the year 2024 as a result of the drop in volume of salt
manufactured due to changes in the patterns of rainfall from 2021 to 2024.

e |t is more profitable to manufacture salt by using a synthetic methodology in addition to the natural
evaporation method during the manufacturing process than to import salt.

e The development and modernizing of infrastructure at salterns belonging to the National Salt Limited are being
carried out at present with a view to increasing salt production.

After deliberation, the Committee agreed to the Annual Reports of the National Salt Limited for the years 2021/2022
and 2022/2023 and approved the Reports concerned.

Decisions of the Committee

After consideration, the Committee agreed to the above mentioned Annual/ Performance reports and decided that
the Committee’s report prepared thereon should be presented to Parliament on 07th October 2025 by Hon. (Miss)
Lakmali Hemachandra, Attorney-at-Law, M.P., Chair of the Committee.



