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Hon. Sajith Premadasa 

Hon. Mano Ganesan 

Hon. Ravi Karunanayake 

Hon. Namal Rajapaksa, Attorney at Law 

Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam 

Hon. S.M. Marikkar 

Hon. (Dr.) Pathmanathan Sathiyalingam 

Hon. Jeevan Thondaman 

Hon. K. Kader Masthan 

Hon. Amirthanathan Adaikkalanathan 

Hon. Dayasiri Jayasekara, Attorney at Law 

Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna 

Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva 

Hon. Gayantha Karunathilleka 

Hon. D. V. Chanaka 

Hon. Chamara Sampath Dasanayake 

Hon. Kabir Hashim 

Hon. (Mrs.) Chamindranee Kiriella, Attorney at Law 

Hon. M.A.M. Thahir 

Hon. M. Nizam Kariapper, PC 

Hon. Ajith P. Perera 

Hon. Nalin Bandara Jayamaha 



 

(2) 

 
Hon. Kins Nelson 

Hon. J.C. Alawathuwala 

Hon. Mujibur Rahman 

Hon. Chanaka Madugoda 

Hon. (Dr.) M.L.A.M. Hizbullah 

Hon. Hector Appuhamy 

Hon. W. H. M. Dharmasena 

Hon. B. Ariyawansha 

Hon. M.S. Uthumalebbe 

Hon. M.S. Abthul Wazeeth 

Hon. K. Sujith Sanjaya Perera 

Hon. Chithral Fernando, Attorney at Law 

Hon. Harshana Rajakaruna 

Hon. Rohana Bandara 

Hon. Ismail Muththu Mohamed 

Hon. Hesha Withanage Ankumbura Arachchi 

Hon. Waruna Liyanage 

Hon. Chathura Galappaththi 

Hon. G.G. Ponnambalam 

Hon. Dilith Jayaweera 

Hon. Suranga Rathnayaka,— Select Committee of Parliament to look into and 

Report to Parliament on the release of 323 Containers from the Port of Colombo 

without undergoing mandatory physical inspection and submit its proposals and 

recommendations in that regard,— Whereas, it has been revealed that 323 containers 

were released from the Port of Colombo without undergoing mandatory physical 

inspection, contrary to established accepted customs procedures; 

And whereas the Secretary to the Treasury appointed a Committee of Inquiry on 

instructions of the President who had taken cognisance of news reports on these 

irregularities and the said Committee of Inquiry in its report has observed that the 

method of releasing the containers was contrary to the law and that “the release of 

containers without proper inspection poses serious risks to national security, revenue 

collection, and public safety”;  

And whereas the Sri Lanka Customs Officers’ Union has publicly stated that they 

cannot take responsibility for the contents of said containers in light of the irregular 

manner of their release;  



 

(3) 

 And whereas serious allegations have been raised in Parliament and by responsible 

authorities that said containers could have been used to smuggle narcotics, arms, and 

other prohibited contraband into the country;  

And whereas recent detections in Sri Lanka, including the recovery of large 

consignments of narcotic drugs and an increase in incidents involving illegal firearms, 

have heightened legitimate fears that lapses of this nature are directly linked to threats 

faced by the public;  

And whereas this matter touches upon issues of national security, law enforcement, 

public safety, and the integrity of the country’s ports and customs administration, all of 

which are of paramount national importance; and 

And whereas this matter has become a source of uncertainty in society;  

This Parliament resolves that a Select Committee of Parliament be appointed to look 

into and report to Parliament and submit its proposals and recommendations on all 

matters relating to the release of the said containers, not being limited to the above, but 

also including the following:—  

  (a) the legality and propriety of releasing containers without physical          

  inspection;  

 (b) the accountability of government authorities, officials, and private entities 

  involved;  

 (c) whether any of the said containers contained illegal, prohibited, or         

  harmful goods;  

 (d) the role and responsibility of the Sri Lanka Customs and the Sri Lanka 

  Ports Authority in the process;  

 (e) the adequacy of existing laws, regulations, and procedures in safeguarding 

  against such irregularities; and 

 (f) recommendations for legal, administrative, and policy reforms to ensure 

  prevention of such incidents in the future.  

 

2. (a) that the Chair and Members of the Committee shall be appointed by the 

  Speaker; and 

 (b) that in terms of the provisions of Standing Order 101 of Parliament, the 

  Committee shall not consist of more than twelve (12) Members. 

 

3.  That the Committee shall have the power to — 

  (a) fix its quorum; 

 (b) summon any person to appear before it, to require any person to procure 

  any document or record, to procure and receive all such evidence, written 

  or oral, as the Committee may think it necessary for the fullest              

  consideration of the matters referred to above; 



 

(4) 

  (c) obtain the services of specialists and experts in the relevant fields to assist 

  the Committee; and  

 (d) make interim reports from time to time and to sit notwithstanding any 

  adjournment or prorogation of Parliament. 

 

4. The Committee shall present its report to Parliament within a period of three 

months (03) from the first meeting of the Committee or within such further period as 

Parliament may grant.  

 

 

 


