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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. (DR.) JAGATH
WICKRAMARATNE] in the Chair.
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STAGE PLAY ORGANIZED BY PARLIAMENTARY CUACUS ON
ARTS AND CULTURAL AFFAIRS
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa - Minister of Health and

Mass Media and Chief Government Whip)

@G DOTNEDROB, OO BVITNEDH® EOMEDHY,
“Of Db Yoo e Yne” 8 ©8 ewddzn mSS.

g S8z 8, et @@z Sas.
afleorr lBlbHLILIL (B) 7MY CIBTTaTLILIL L 5.
Question put, and agreed to.
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Ordered that the Reports be printed.

B8 eF2208w 88w 1538®
Fsitdlsasliiul L LGS rnigseT
PAPERS PRESENTED

@07 (§90083) 0BA ¢®SeaBw (gG@ims ey glvIsm,
cetd NS85 8 DaFBw ¢85 &LrmsnSw)
(sorplg))  apfefl  Gur@fu -

IWWEFHID  Hevad, o wi Hevall wHMID CBTHHBHLN

O[EDLOEFF(HLD)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya - Prime Minister and

Minister of Education, Higher Education and Vocational

Education)

Hon. Speaker, I present the Regulations made by the
Minister of Finance, Planning and Economic
Development regarding the Guidelines on the Grant of
Exemptions or Incentives to Businesses of Strategic
Importance under Section 71 read with Section 52 of the
Colombo Port City Economic Commission Act, No. 11 of
2021 and published in Gazette Extraordinary, No.
2454/62 of 20™ September, 2025.
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I move that these Regulations be referred to the
Committee on Public Finance.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa)
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(The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Attorney-at-Law -

Minister of Justice and National Integration)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Hiniduma Sunil Senevi - Minister of

Buddhasasana, Religious and Cultural Affairs)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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PUBLIC FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva)

Hon. Speaker, I present the Report of the Committee
on Public Finance on the -

(1)  Rules under Section 32 of the Excise Ordinance
(Chapter 52) regarding the time period for
payment of duty on the production of liquor and
levying of fee; and

(i)  Order under Section 2 of the Special Commodity
Levy Act, No. 48 of 2007 relating to Special
Commodity Levy,

which were referred to the said Committee.

@w0e@uw On HIw gl Bewlo mom 8.
FUTLT G860 B)hdbsds L 1_ewenmuill 1L 1 .
Ordered to lie upon the Table.
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(The Hon. T.B. Sarath - Deputy Minister of Housing,

Construction and Water Supply)
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(The Hon. T.K. Jayasundara)

Hon. Speaker, I present a petition from Mr. C.S.T.
Jalathge of No. 593, New Town, Thalgaswala.
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(The Hon. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Wijesiri Basnayake)

Hon. Speaker, I present a petition from Mr. M.
Karunarathna of Puwakgahakadawala, Weerapokuna.
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
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CEYLON ELECTRICITY BOARD: RESTRUCTURE

678/2025

1. ©6 @008 gdyywe® Swmo
(orenrfl@ QamdsL i lianmil)
(The Hon. Hector Appuhamy)
DCOBE g resn@reesy g y@me - (1):
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(24) GerCmed, ersir?

asked the Minister of Energy:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether he accepts that the Ceylon
Electricity Board, which has become a huge
burden of expenditure to the taxpayers, the
Treasury and the State banks, should be
restructured; and

(if) if so, the methodology to be adopted for
such restructuring?

(b) Ifnot, why?

O 6 BweNd OV (ARKRESS §@imsry®o)
(oreTfl@ GWIT RWESTY - AIIFSS) SjeDLFFT)
(The Hon. Kumara Jayakody - Minister of Energy)
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1. National System Operator (Pvt.)
Limited
2. National  Transmission  Network

Service Provider (Pvt.) Limited
3. Electricity Generation Lanka (Pvt.)
Limited
4. Electricity Distribution Lanka (Pvt.)
Limited
Energy Ventures Lanka (Pvt.) Limited
6. CEB Employees Fund (Pvt.) Limited
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(The Hon. Hector Appuhamy)
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(The Hon. Kumara Jayakody)
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asked the Minister of Health and Mass Media:

Will he inform this House the -

of journalists who have been

assassinated, abducted or assaulted so far

names of those journalists; and

of the investigations that are being

conducted to exercise justice in respect of
the said journalists?
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(a)
(1) number
since 2010;
(ii)
(iii)  progress
(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Health and Mass Media:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) whether he acknowledges that Public
Health Midwives provide a great service to
the health sector in Sri Lanka;

(i) the number of vacancies that exist in the
post of Public Health Midwife at present;

(iii)  whether steps will be taken to fill the said
vacancies; and

(iv) the steps that will be taken to improve the
facilities provided to the Public Health
Midwives?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Agriculture, Livestock, Land
and Irrigation:

(@) Will he inform this House -

(i) the total area of the paddy lands located in
the Ampara District;

(i) the total amount of the paddy harvest in the
Ampara District in the Yala Season of the
years 2024 and 2025 and the amount

purchased by the Paddy Marketing Board,
out of the said harvest separately;

(i) the number of warehouses belonging to the

Paddy Marketing Board in the Ampara
District;

(iv) the address of each of the said warehouses,
separately; and
(v) the number of warehouses that are equipped

with paddy dryer machines, out of those
referred to in (iii) above?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Transport, Highways and Urban
Development:
(@)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the roads in the Kalutara District which are
included in the programme to develop
100,000 kilometres of alternative roads;

(i) the roads where development works have
been completed and those that remain
incomplete at present, out of those,
separately;

(iii) the total cost incurred for each road,
separately; and

(iv) the progress of development works of each
road, separately?

(b) Will he also inform this House -

(1) the reasons for the incompletion of
development works of the said roads;

(i) whether a decision has been made on the
future measures that will be taken regarding
such roads;

(i)  if so, such measures;

(iv) whether maintenance of those roads are
duly carried out; and

(v) whether the roads taken over by other
institutions  for the above-mentioned
programme have been handed back to the
relevant institutions?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Prasanna Gunasena - Acting Minister of
Transport, Highways and Urban Development)
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asked the Minister of Transport, Highways and Urban

Development:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) whether he is aware that an incident of fish
death was reported recently in the Beira
Lake in Colombo;

(i) the findings in the report of the expert
committee appointed to investigate the said
incident; and

(iii) since the water not only in the Beira Lake
but also in many other reservoirs in Sri
Lanka has become extremely polluted, the
steps that will be taken to control this
situation?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Eranga Gunasekara - Deputy Minister of Urban
Development)

O ®ONEDROB, yOw®), @by ®wH» 003D

0080 @B eOMEdEY & OO ydmeO B8ExnJS
BDIOD* S0,

* weeduss O@n »d» ¢ 8E»0:
*FLTLF1_G&l60 sneussiii L aflsn .
* Answer tabled:

(a) (1) omed 0del Ded BFwsws? Bt wie® &8¢Bwxa
D80 8 0220@». Yo 008 D1eD8 ®o®IcI® B
@oeme guc 880 ¢pond 83 m00s 8¢ we®
88w 2025 527008 @aes@l Dabmro B .

(i) ov» (a) (i) BEnC am® 6y 8w «:® BEICD
sBFeen »OGH eIE® O O wwd S8BT &g
DOB ¢ g0 OO uuen D50 eOV §@uNsC®n
R0 6599 1D.

(ili) & Cmed SEIRDE WITCHOW SO Grwns) By OB
gm0, OO BBHHOEO @OED BB BB G BE @
GIHB BB WO GD.

ode8 9 wdITTVewsY § Comn PO wddimw

BBe® 30eded mwwide &QeRe®B** wdendd
IO .

(q9) @cE ©0ed.

* ¥ gefmamoced mdr gr.
** pire) BlsweVIIGSBIs) 60615 LILIL (BETEN ).
** Placed in the Library.

208Ee®xsInd 2340

wYewrd DD : Bedmd

G&usner LuNTFRFIIeNS: LT
CULTIVATION OF OIL PALM : DETAILS

1160/2025

6. ©0; W Bmwm Owm (05 (DWDw) OE.O8.

3ed8n)® Owm edNDD)

(oresryflg  swreir  mers - wrasryllE  (Currdfwir)
61606110, HCuaildbr Friurs)

(The Hon. Gayan Janaka on behalf of the Hon. (Prof.) L.M.
Abeywickrama)

0188 wv Yy BOBE VPO GLIBRDICOBT &Y

ydme - (1):

(2) (i) »Ye®E De® W mYewE I8 GBS
BOE 00 D500 BRewsy nHHO »S Bed;

(i) § EmDO mYewmE onE wvwems BB
wewy B0 D@ Wom CIB &
OIS,

(i) »Ye®E DO OB® Gddw BBO wewo
8DB5) Dot WO,

(iv) »Q9esiE Do @y ©® onE BEsoems
08T Vewsy ded yhuTBw mDedc;

@53 O @O 800 BTV eBIC?
() oevndel5®, S ©xve?

Qu@pbGHTL L wHMID Feps 2 sl L ewwlil auFSHer

IwIFemrd CH L aflerr:

(o) (i) Qapusner (wsrens Comismil) LulTFCFiienas
wHmib GFbumer aflswsg @Mdb@Ld D dlwet
SHEILITLS)

QFNUILIL (HSITETST 6TEITLIEH S ILJLD;

FLL_SH5HT60 SHEML_

(i) QevBIDBSGSF Q&FibLiswesr 6TeusTl6woT 1L
@mab@wsl CFiauEDHTS  6u(HL GCIOTTMIHGHF

Qaevey Grinuliu@d  QFTews  sTeueusTey
6TEITLIEN S UU|LD;

(i) QaFbuenerL LT ERFIeH Hew W e
QILLUSD  Bleveyld  SewL ST  wiremey
6TETLIENS U |LD;

(iv) Qabuswer’ vuliFGFiens wLOHMID  LTD
6T630T (G 630TUI 2 DL Qg rLiilevmest
ST FTHISSS6IT C\&TETeN S WITG| 6TEITLIENSULD;

Ui @)dFFewLd@ Mlalliiuryr?

(=) @)eTCmev, 676817

asked the Minister of Plantation and Community

Infrastructure:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether the cultivation of oil palm and the
import of oil palm seeds are currently
prohibited by law;
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(i) the amount of money spent annually on
importing palm oil into Sri Lanka;

(iii) the obstacles of resuming oil
cultivation in Sri Lanka; and

palm

(iv) the policy of the Government on oil palm
cultivation and palm oil production?

(b)  Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. K.V. Samantha Viddyarathna - Minister of

Plantation and Community Infrastructure)
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1t being 5.30 p.m.., THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER adjourned
Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly until 9.30 a.m. on Thursday,
23rd October, 2025.
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