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RULING ON QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE RAISED BY HON.
DAYASIRIJAYASEKARA ON 07.10.2025

@O0 QIBNBHD S

(orenTLll@ FUTHTWST Hjauider)

(The Hon. Speaker)

Hon. Members, I wish to deliver my Ruling on the
matter of Privilege raised by the Hon. Dayasiri
Jayasekara, Member of Parliament, on the 07" of
October, 2025, as the issue raised concerns the Privileges
of Parliament as a whole in terms of Standing Order
No. 29(1) of Parliament. The Hon. Member alleged that
the Leader of the House had misled the Constitutional
Council during the process of nominating a candidate to
the post of Director General of the Commission
to Investigate Allegations of Bribery or Corruption
-CIABOC- on 24th October, 2024, thereby committing a
breach of Privilege under Section 4 of Schedule A to the
Parliament (Powers and Privileges) Act. The Hon.
Member, therefore, requested that the matter be referred
to the Committee on Parliamentary Privileges for
investigation.

Having carefully considered the matter, I now proceed
to give my Ruling.

1938

Nature of the Constitutional Council

The first issue that requires determination is whether
the Constitutional Council - CC - is a Committee of
Parliament, so as to attract the application of the
provisions of the Parliament (Powers and Privileges) Act.

Under Article 41A of the Constitution, the
Constitutional Council is established as a distinct and
independent constitutional body. It consists of the Prime
Minister, the Speaker, the Leader of the Opposition, one
Member of Parliament nominated by the President and
several other Members who are either ex officio, from the
civil society or appointed by the President on the
nomination of the Prime Minister and the Leader of the
Opposition.

It is thus not a Parliamentary Committee established
under the Standing Orders of Parliament. The
Constitutional Council functions under the Constitution
itself and not under the authority of Parliament or its
Standing Orders. Therefore, any proceedings or decisions
of the Constitutional Council cannot be regarded as
proceedings of Parliament or of a Committee of
Parliament within the meaning of the Parliament (Powers
and Privileges) Act.

Applicability of Section 4 of Schedule A to the
Parliament (Powers and Privileges) Act

Section 4 of Schedule A to the Parliament (Powers
and Privileges) Act provides for offences in relation to
the misleading of Parliament or a Committee of
Parliament. Since, as 1 have already stated, the
Constitutional Council is not a Committee of Parliament,
the said provision does not apply to the acts or
deliberations of the Constitutional Council.

Accordingly, even if it is alleged that a Member of
Parliament made an incorrect or misleading statement
before the Constitutional Council, such conduct would
not fall within the ambit of a breach of Parliamentary
Privilege as contemplated by Section 4 of Schedule A of
the said Act.

Finality of Decisions of the Constitutional Council

Furthermore, Article 41J of the Constitution explicitly
provides that the decisions of the Constitutional Council
are final and conclusive, and shall not be called in
question in any court or tribunal, except by way of an
application made to the Supreme Court under Article 126
of the Constitution alleging a violation of fundamental
rights.

I am informed that, in relation to the said
appointment, three Fundamental Rights applications were
indeed filed before the Supreme Court, naming the
Members of the Constitutional Council as Respondents. It
is also noted that those applications had subsequently
been withdrawn by the Petitioners without proceeding
further.

This confirms that the proper constitutional
mechanism to challenge the decision of the Constitutional
Council lies before the Supreme Court, not within the
forum of Parliament.
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Ruling

In view of the foregoing, I am of the considered
opinion that:

1. The Constitutional Council is not a Committee of
Parliament but a distinct body established under
Atrticle 41A of the Constitution.

2. The provisions of Section 4 of Schedule A to the
Parliament (Powers and Privileges) Act are,
therefore, inapplicable to its proceedings.

3. The allegation made by the Hon. Member does not
disclose any matter of breach of Parliamentary
Privilege.

4.  Any grievance or challenge concerning the
decisions of the Constitutional Council must be
pursued only through the constitutional remedy
available under Article 126 of the Constitution.

Accordingly, I rule that no Question of Privilege arises
in this matter and hence, the issue raised by the Hon.
Dayasiri Jayasekara, Member of Parliament, will not be
referred to the Committee on Ethics and Privileges.
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asked the Minister of Finance, Planning and Economic

Development:

(@

(b)

©

Is he aware that -

)

(ii)

(iif)

a financial institution named Privelth Global
(Pvt.) Ltd. had been in operation in the
areas of Samanthurai, Kalmunai, Pottuvil,
Eravur and Marudamunai as at 05.02.2014;

Ahmed Shereem Muhammadu Shihab
(Shihab Shereem) and Fatima Farsana
Markar, who functioned as Directors of that
financial institution, have swindled 1,400
persons out of over Rs. 1,700 million; and

the above-named persons, who were
deported from India to Sri Lanka on 26"
December last year, are missing at present?

Will he inform this House -

)
(ii)

(iif)
(iv)

the action that will be taken against the two
individuals referred to in (a) (ii) above;

whether steps will be taken to return the
money these individuals have swindled to
its owners;

the measures taken for it; and

whether steps will be taken to ensure
credibility by conducting proper monitoring
over such institutions?

If not, why?
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asked the Minister of Health and Mass Media:
(a)  Will he inform this House the -

(i) number of persons infected with
leptospirosis and the number of deaths
caused by leptospirosis from 2015 up to
now in respect of each year, separately; and

(i) measures that will be taken to control
leptospirosis?

(b)  Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Plantation and Community
Infrastructure:
(a)  Will he inform this House-
(i) the number of tea factories which are
currently in operational state in Sri Lanka;
(i) whether he is aware that the Chairman of
the Tea Small Holdings Development
Authority has stated that about 225 tea
factories had been closed down during this
year;
(iii) whether the statement concerned is true;
and

(iv) whether the future security of the tea
smallholders and the tea industry in Sri
Lanka will be ensured?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Agriculture, Livestock, Land
and Irrigation:

(a)  Will he inform this House the -

(M)

(ii)

(iif)

contribution of the agriculture sector to the
Gross Domestic Product of Sri Lanka in
each of the years from 2015 up to now
along with its financial value, separately;

causes of the relatively lower contribution
of Sri Lanka's agriculture sector in its Gross
Domestic Product, compared to that of the
other countries; and

course of action that is implemented to
increase the contribution of the agriculture
sector to the Gross Domestic Product of Sri
Lanka ?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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2016 7.1 930,442 906,100
2017 6.9 1,069,075 889,557
2018 7.1 1,165,529 945,292
2019 6.9 1,154,540 949,582
2020 7.1 1,291,023 941,046
2021 7.3 1,548,117 950,548
2022 7.5 2,032,845 911,252
2023 7.9 2,227,561 925,822
2024 7.5 2,481,487 937,104
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asked the Minister of Finance, Planning and Economic
Development:

(a)  Will he state -

)

(ii)

(iif)

(iv)
V)
(b)

)

(ii)

(iif)

(iv)
V)

(vi)

(vii)

the number of graduate trainees who were
recruited in 1999 for enhancing the capacity
to implement the priority functions of the
Government;

the date on which the said trainees were
confirmed in their service;

the name of the institution that issued the
instructions/circular for confirming them in
their service;

the course of action that was followed in
that regard; and

whether a copy of the said letter of
instructions/circular will be tabled?

Will he also state -

the number of those who were confirmed in
their service, out of the said graduates in
terms of each Line Ministry, provincial
ministry, department and institution, and in
terms of each category of posts, separately;

the respective starting salary, salary scale
and salary code of each of the said
categories of posts, separately;

whether service minutes/ schemes of
recruitments have been prepared for the
graduates concerned after confirming them
in their service;

if so, the year in which those were prepared;

whether copies of the said documents will
be tabled;

if service minutes/ schemes of recruitments
have not been prepared, the reasons for it;
and

the procedure for promoting the said
officers according to the service minutes?

(¢) Ifnot, why?
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon THE HON. SPEAKER left the Chair, and DEPUTY
SPEAKER [THE HON. (DR.) RIZVIE SALIH] took the Chair.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Hesha Withanage Ankumbura Arachchi, you
may present your Private Members' Motion.

@G 885 0®cies Owmo
(revryfl@ Fedlg LICTwgTe)
(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

@6 Bewdss DN NEDROA, -

®0 Bewndss SOrzNGEHDO)
(oreirflg Wrdld surprusi Heuiser)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Yes, Hon. Leader of the Opposition?

o0 885 eg®cies Owmo

(oressryfl g sedls LNGrwgTen)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

@6 Boewdds »ONEDRHOB, DI ©O o
EDEOWO ¢glwdw C e¢BID). D1 OO e@mE
0 DBVO W) Peono. OO & BERAED DacwmO-8DacwmO
WD 0ed8. Y D108 adpE OO W® @m®
a8mm08. dodvewsi® e® mdems ¥ BesImO doxn.
OO, HB, B eI, WE, 080 oI Wens
odaes vWe Bo®Om BBO o osednEnd ©Ox
3BEweesI® dned. m o BDicwn B WS, ¢8
oo ICTDO BBy, HBw ax® DD, O® amd edd,
edm WOy 0 ©On DD Y odnED
seDEsY; yOIWwIOE & & 8 emONWBDE yEHDEO,
OOEDEO B0 Beed, guused Dwg® Creadmg
BeEo. BB, and®Dr¢e Hwod®m 05%05 Dimddend
BErens 80 ne Qv HB, 20d® odsic wievn wvxle
2Dos edsieny By wr.



1997 2025 adendad 10 1998

VIR ¢TI0, ot Yadewsy ed @® Jed BBDicw
9 D Bw @D, OHEEO Ve Y 08 Bum odasEns
sBOED B 0¢rne, eOHE ¥ e eDRNEDST &
83ed? ©® mE OPOIOE nE ©® C0d HBcw,
300w 9vEBI® Hwrrt®Om Hew. ®Ye, &J ¥ @@t
0000y eud BIed? gfn B OB 51O, & LHBDcw
Boos@m meg gmn® odnases ydwes. & Bw OO
8198ED BesImrd vy, 00m O afn ecwxm ©0ed8
Bom Om. 88 Eedry, 95I8wd Besiesd ecimed
Beadn) D0En® - [@1idr HE5@] ©0 S OBy g S
@), 0®m 9m® BDron. 9nIewd, YHBBIHDIcE
9 E5I® Bedn 0w ¥ Swd a8 wesTdmda.

@0 Bewdss 50965

(oreryllg Wrdld suTBTWST SjeuTssiT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Leader of the Opposition, I think you made your
point.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Okay, Hon. Leader of the Opposition, you have had
your time and made your point clear.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Leader of the Opposition, I am telling you one
more time that you have made yourself clear.

@G 885 0@ Owmo

(omevsr i@ #edlg LGB Te)

(The Hon. Sajith Premadasa)

D & & @O BOE YADHOEO Bug® Credmrens,
O 8¢ e05IH0 Doy gemw Woers, @® Jed “mmbed
§Bwm aBB08mO dewd® »ABITHO . & Bwo a8
yBeBOe Daews? €m0 dmwd. YT ©® FodE
Bedmy®®, 6® 060 &BowE 62Z90® B 6IOMBDED
D demIOeH, gFBeE 90 00O ©® Jed gemms
smmded §Bm ¢BBw cEEwme mosIH 880 Jrwr.

@0 (e00exs) »HBvT¢ BwBedes Dvmo

(wrerflg (weubglwi) paflbs ewgeven)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa)

O Bewd®s mONEDROB, DB Dwe wy endm
B8O gD edasIed vWE BHYHO BBO Bwr ewdsrndry
Os3B00ew 988u WO BYPe®, E» 90 WOH

B 838 nemes’ 0wl OIFOGsY Bwr ¢I0®, Sm
©d @00 8Eed®xIn MmOgn BEIC MO® w¥Ied
@D WO Besd, & Bwo g5y BeBEEO @ed ¢z’ »D
50 0ddE 819188 »OTD Gowrry e®m Sicws edmen. &
Beso @m0 88 & w®IBTRD ¢DEO wimdi IR OO
©wlEm00 om0, BN BwEo Bulg mOE.

@6 Berdss OB

(wrevryfl@ Lrdld FurbTwsi SjeuTger)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Hesha Withanage Ankumbura Arachchi, you
may present your Private Members' Motion. Your time
starts now and you have five minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Hesha Withanage, your time is up.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. Chamara Sampath Dasanayake. You have
five minutes to second the Private Members' Motion
moved by the Hon. Hesha Withanage Ankumbura
Arachchi.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Chamara Sampath Dasanayake, you have one
more minute.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. (Dr.) Janaka Senarathna. You have five
minutes.
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®©0 Boewdds »ONEm®B, & wced & oeny
@doe Bem, 0® sFes yloc Baewn. & mEed cdE
®ey Brie »OB 80 wB BBswmO »ED ©ICHYD By
80D §OY s @8 w0805 OB ¢ddg 1590 e
@Iy 8¢ oed. 00 & »H® Busim gdas »ywi. @i &7
SomEes @dec mer. 0@mDg? #REBIw wed&uw
00D e e Onwed 0wmOW wE B
CudBEDEST Bnow eoxtDE 8CEE B WO Beadmdo.
emdowe? G8weE e 7708 -68weE wsfewdd
DI CBBBH- BCE 00D BeadmDl, O OE »Ow,
OC P ¢BIes’ mpd. Yeuvd®d & wced ©ddE
s o ¢ @ed.

©® owldznd €80 WOy OFER® BDO, ®dd:s
200F weE @OIB BwEo. @O0 . IFmYJ SdfEmedd
3 ®medsy 808 1003, 200 amed 8B8Ec AT,
98 EODE BIFOB emenI®¢ Bw. wdeog Ono8
e Bedsies’. & Ded enn ©0DE Beadmdi. 200
@000 8EE s Beamn.

©® 808 @dnw oxm®, 2018 gfcifed @® wews
feasibility study ©m= 6@ Bedmnth. & 8@asidewsy 89
247 Bedmy qOidn D8mdm Bedmr. @fdidemo
Gi8eE 8Bwum 6,000 850 DB8wxs »HRPD - HICORNEE
300 28008 @8vw 680 WS OB BwEs & Dabmed
ey eOmD. Em Do e, & meed ewddmn meg
DYRED- HFOHREE B qledd @bonw  wesTm.
81COQCeE & moed w8 evwn By e Busis a8 ¢slesy
sy & feasibility study dewd Bwmds, @®end interchanges
653 Dm0 Dowm 69,000 850 nd edmn wy 8O
D5 BeE) o® fowe B8 Bedsiesd mne ©;0®
2Dm»® Bednm yodawwm Hwd, 0d®m» @88m dacwsy
OB ecwn 88w & Dabmed conclusion dexfe ewd®zn
DO BedmDo.

s’ ©® ewldsnd 928u Wiy OIEn® e®m»
WO 988u Wer, @@ WBwO g8 MOWHD ed
Boc. o8, "esewens (O -cuus Ednem" Bwom
20l yBeB y®amed YOVHNO gHed qod adfem
D5y ©Yduwy, GoBId, 8w viB yowm eEdDeH,
@0 Bewdds mOnemn®B. 988 ¢®8w @bv, ¢ledd
®80, $8w @8e Ded® ewig YIwmB @8 Bug oddE
8¢ a8 wBEOY 0dmr. IO adas Bsic-Boem,
yBeB 0® 0580 0B8sY grimdo.

& Ded®, genddn 2701 ¢ "Daily Mirror" go= sx0
2ol c¥ed yOiwm OB B8xT 8y yIrwmO @y
8191880 Bwo Bedmryds, §10s5Iys al3ed8 @dved mHnid
80O 988w ¢x00 98B3B® 4160w WO DO. & Dred® & wewo
P0® gFur ®S OBO 0@ WmSenm w@mbd. WG,
9:88ed 8O mYCO wmy eO®L OBV BIWL.
5@, I O0n e BE GO Bedmd. EmO
feasibility study &= m»osIm ¢das @D Beadmdr. gm0
o¥nd c®@m8. e®@s¥m, 20182 mdy study 90 amd ewddn
@boe @@ map deow D Bedm. ©dm @O

208Ee®xInd

2004

Bosimdewssy e 05, 9o slVBe awc Bedm
@Sows. & Bw 988ed 8O oFHPC ¢ »O»
feasibility study ©=m=f m3Eo redesign moom @ e@dmda. &
200@®, 2018 ©® wCy®DE BI i MCHOE (@B
@8onw B8EAcd. ¢l o Ony @8 Boemw »C Bedmdo,
SFDYC ¢ O ¢®B8w @bvw evm D, & Bewo e®m
2 ®m design WSOsIm ©OmD; ©® expressway oot
BICY® e0mE WOHBID D Bedmo.

cOm»8 DOmwE Bustm vy, @® expressway o
R dneead #&8 Bwcs. 20228 0® o’mys aledd
@doed mOgn BT I 8L Hood vyBe cam oo
@® 00 dew ¢y 8w ©® GO PDeEMECITWIDVLO B WY
BenB. & Bewo OB @® expressway project 9z »HOs0sI5
8D Yoed.

MCHOE ¢®8w @dour IFmHyd SEYF DO @m®
Oros. do 19128 ofmys ¢ 98md, 19192 durnwm
e @2mo Beamd. m»@d, 19768 0® @dow a8xsY
DO, & aBsy »osie §E PJoadw OO 8Oy ¥R
3 @B00ewn. dned Swudhws ©y WD ¢ILOTB®
B&8wd BSwo.

®G Berdss HSOER)

(orenTyflg Nrdld FuTBTIST SjeuTssiT)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)on.

Hon. (Dr.) Janaka Senarathna, your time is up. Please,
wind up now.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon.  Shanakiyan
Rasamanickam. You have three minutes.
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0 Bewdss msnemn®A, we have said - I have
said these same words in this House earlier - that China is
not even welcome in the North and the East because they
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do not have the interests of the Tamil people on their
agenda. It is very clear that at the UNHRC also China had
opposed anything good that could have come through that
Council on behalf of the Tamil people, which is why we
say the Chinese are trouble in this country.

Having said that, Hon. Deputy Speaker, we would like
to urge this Government to increase connectivity to the
North and the East by developing the airports and
harbours there - the Trincomalee Harbour, the Batticaloa
Airport, the Jaffna-Palali Airport and the KKS Harbour.
At the same time, if those airports could be developed, we
would be able to generate funds or bring in the required
donations or grants to build our own highways in the
North and the East, only if the Government of the day
would allow it.

@0 Berdss mAOrBNGEHDO)
(oreirflg LWrgdld surprwsi jeuiser)
(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Rasamanickam, your time is up.

O B BRB5T CrxsyIBOsT Gres@rhmm® dnmo
(omessTyif@ FremTdhdlwest rTeoLSSrest @)rraLomentain)
(The Hon. Shanakiyan Rajaputhiran Rasamanickam)
Okay, Sir.

I would like to again thank the Hon. Hesha Withanage
for bringing in this important Motion. We are for the
District of Ratnapura getting a highway. At the same
time, we would like to urge the Government to consider
the priorities of the North and the East as well.

Thank you, Sir.

®0 Bewdss OrzNGEHDO)

(oreirflg Wrdld surprusi Heuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Shantha Pathma Kumara Subasingha.
You have five minutes.

[3.00. 11.39]

O @ID 8O H)C By Swmo

(oressTfl@ a3Ths LG GLTT FUFBIOD)

(The Hon. Shantha Pathma Kumara Subasingha)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Jeevan Thondaman. You have three
minutes.

[11.45 a.m.]
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(The Hon. Jeevan Thondaman)

First of all, Hon. Deputy Speaker, I would like to
mention that I support the Motion brought forward by the
Hon. Hesha Withanage on the Ruwanpura Expressway.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The next speaker is the Hon.
You have three minutes.

J.C. Alawathuwala.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. (Dr.) Prasanna Gunasena. You have 10
minutes for your reply.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Hesha Withanage, you have five minutes to

reply.
[¢.00. 12.04]

@6 e Ommed gomPOS §o6OS Owmo

(oreryflg Canagr allsrarGs oymi@oyT oredl)

(The Hon. Hesha Withanage Ankumbura Arachchi)

©0] Bewdss ®Onemn®B, G1O3E0 ¢8edd @bvw
»EDHEBY 98 WIBTH, OB 8OBT VBT Bws) ©wWILELND HOB
®® moeg. J 0weddrNd ©d DI®J s LD OEH®
d86 mer. & 0weddrsnd ©0axIVews’ o] BIHBB LY
G5y BOsT Goes@adntm® OB n®r, ©0; 05T emsIROsY
OBIBn®, 0 (eedes) “mym ewmNcEs O5IEn®), ®d
@I 8O R0 gyIBow O ER®o 5w ©S 8.8, eCOROE
OB O mEr. & Dred® 1o Bewdss y®Bn® SO
8EnCI G ¢uIvm.

& G WOy WY ¢TI, 0O ewdBrNd euedeEm
2010 007edsY WOY ewddrNd ©edAB, ewced
WOY @Iz 20. SedversI® 1o @BID 3¢® PSS
@8Bor OEROT -8 Imys dEEmed BBefysIo
Bodmy 0® ydme 0wecd ¢Deddd ®moensm Bedm B
OB 0® WOGYn WEMO® WO BwEd ¢ 0® ewd®zd
988 meg. ®o Bewdss y@Bn@ed c¥mde nEsY wy

2016

aod e me Bewddme o O5IGn® D5 ©d @Y™
8d® MO0 ©¥aBew ONER® Bwy 9F®O® O, ©®
@8® DBl 988wl BHwrt®m eI Bws) O EE
©OH»DH.

©0T Bewdds HOBROB, HHB O» Do® 08
2588 20 Bedmydr. e®ime, e® Ddvw eud wEH®
WO B Gmdews’ 8L OmD Bw®) ST
RN Bestesy snw. BEosiesy B edsim yods’.
T *® OPEBYOD DIFO Beamds Bwecy ©uF
B8usimdn. o®me, 9833w ¢ O OxaBe @
RN BESHD BOOH, OBz 990 SFHYSBO wrieny
ee®e, OFmYJews’ BCORECEY B8Ec 988wd
@WBYes’ eI Bw®) WCEND O 0 eDHEO
RINOBI0 Brig-Boen adenm tnnd &1 B @ @D
DO, OHOSO Becd®s 100z, 150 wesin yoosy
0Om e50edd a8 griesy Bum dmn ¢8 coimds. S¥myd
ST med Ss5ymd dZeedineds’ 8Om, IEE,
E@IGOE SEHHDOC B0 DCEeetnedsy B83m
DEIEBIEGHI DD 8ICHRE WO, @® Nbved D&
30®® WO yOOsY »O, Em ecim RO BwE OO
Bemn. g0 ge & omng 98w o5¥n Hew. o®me, ©0
Boewdess ¢@898 & 01 gmawes »e, ¢od e8ESmed
O & 01 ymrws mEr. @® DxsaBed D35m®
eFG® gdenn), @® DxwaBed G¢E 005 HBO ednedsy
©® 3edPOO god enedds gye DI o.

©01 (00des) dovw odmncdm OsIgn®  awms
0B BOD, OmBOEST O DR GG GO
Oty oy Bocs. & Bwe @0 e Beam &
©oeEan B8EACO 0dis owmiw IR BB
Bomds. omyd dfgEdmed O&aFOBsl ged OO
8@ GiC yDrmw O Bws) O BAEDHD ©w
O ged Jed PHOWE B OB YyE»WE. e@ime, Ol
OO O D3O MO V&S FBBEBDIWMGDO I
BOde 8@ 00 o€ »o» BOWE, BBwr vy & Beo
28 Bem»ds 50 o¥myed OGHBOEs] “HBm @igwd,
OeV® BFTHO BBIBD PHBO CH O SRE GO
Osery onw Be, 0O Bom S0 En ged Bwed
0 Be® ddew. @® 000 BmE gBBIND Foowd®, @8hEd
2060 ernensy »ESTne »OB &k DS E.
O DEITHeEE KHnuIns edegsiecs emg®O
3B, eGOCO B8BCE & 8cE voxlesy mBD,
Omygedsy s e oriey wrlm yodry B8Rwd @bv
s0E®O, SHO edas gy ©88dw W I® HOB Dol
Bem o8 00 Bustesl. dmemd 80 HBe ec®
D3  I¥myed ks »8iInwed, onE
DEQTHBO CeR8. asimy I »O8 Lod ewldzned
aymdone deoad. ©on® snd 0® sncE »ESTH®G NS,
O eDeg® oW el 00 Bwe®d wiedniud
3000 Ovesy oy B »HST ¥3 Bemdr »®, &
BEeminm 8O08E 000 B 2O 88 & o »dm »SE.

2Dwy D@ewsy o® ewddznd €30 WJY, ©®0; DI®C
©wO®u NG O FRO ©wdBENdD wHewsdna
3Dy Ba@ O8I0 IO, ©d Bewdws @80 ©®
EnBOID 0D, 0® ©wl¥zNd @D DO onf
WO, OB5Y0 SEHF®BO Onon 05008 e® VYD
G BaE DD HBw 0duTm, ©® owdBrnd
005edsY wyewrdns &y AR BeEes»d BB 0D,
®od 0Om BBww ¢dwsT WS,



2017 2025 adendad 10 2018

@G (e00exs) By BN v
(orerfl@ (sweusglui) gyeres GFesrmydeor)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Janaka Senarathna)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

What is your point of Order, Hon. (Dr.) Janaka
Senarathna?
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. Hesha Withanage is on his feet. Yes, Hon.
Member?
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Question put, and agreed to.

®S Bewdss D51 D©)

(oressryflg Wrdld surprusi Hjeuiser)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, Private Members' Motion - P. 40/2025 - to be
moved by the Hon. T.K. Jayasundara. You have ten
minutes, Hon. Member.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. Lal Premanath. You have five minutes to
second that Motion.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! The Sitting is suspended till 1.00 p.m.
for lunch.
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Sitting accordingly suspended till 1.00 p.m. and then resumed.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. Gayantha Karunathilleka. You have five
minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. (Prof.)) Ruwan Ranasinghe. You have 10
minutes to reply.
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(The Hon. (Prof.) Ruwan Ranasinghe - Deputy Minister of

Tourism)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. T.K. Jayasundara, you have five minutes to
make the wind-up speech.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Private Members’ Motion No. - P. 42/2025 - to be
moved by the Hon. Ruwan Mapalagama. Hon. Member,
you have five minutes.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. Priyantha Wijerathna. You have five
minutes to second the Motion.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. M. Nizam Kariapper. You have five
minutes.

[1.35 p.m.]
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Hon. Deputy Speaker, the Motion brought by the
Hon. Ruwan Mapalagama is, I believe, a good starting
point for a deeper discourse on future education reform.
Sir, I believe - I do not know, I am not sure - we belong
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to the same era where we studied Social Studies. It is not
just about teaching law and ethics to prepare students for
examinations and to become professionals; it is not for
that, I would say. Learning, as we did in our good old
school days, was part of a broader social studies
curriculum which went far beyond textbooks. ®d;
OIEnOB, VIR BDD gd OB @dsemw@ - Civics -
8&a¢D. It was not merely about maps and mountains; it
was about understanding who we are, where we belong
and how we relate to the larger family of nations. From
our earliest years of primary school, we were taught
history, geography, civics and moral values. We used to
have a scrapbook for social studies. We also engaged in
many practical exercises such as reading aloud in
classrooms, drawing and pasting pictures and displaying
our work proudly on classroom walls. Leaning was alive,
creative and deeply connected to our sense of identity and
belonging.

It is vital that our future generations are made aware
of our true geographical and historical realities. That is
why it has to be broadened without focusing only on civic
studies but also focusing on social studies as a whole.

Sir, we are now in a digital world and people think
that we are living in a virtual reality. But, there are
physical realities that we must be conscious about. Few
among us truly appreciate that throughout our long
history, there were South Indian kings who were trusted
and even revered by the up-country Sinhalese and
Buddhist priesthood. Tamil, at one time, was the language
of royal administration and high learning, a testament to
the deep cultural and linguistic harmony that once
flourished on this Island. Those rulers of South India did
not betray the trust placed in them and governed with
honour and unity. It was the colonial intruders, not our
regional kin, who divided and weakened us.
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have a right to walk with a walking stick swinging that, but it
stops at where it touches the other man. ®w ®Ped DHRO.
Those things that we learnt in the past are still in our mind.
And, these are very vital things for us to understand.

Then, we talk about Fundamental Rights. e:ed@mn®
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88D, ag OB 0@ 2dENed ©wed YL
IO On@ied »O BweE © OO o®m» Bwexm. That
Article speaks about freedom of expression, freedom of
association and so on. w®BE ©cxOF ©» Own ©DEd

208Ee®xInd

2036

WOBRE 3-8, 80O, vBw 88HD) 0O ged
a8Ben. Jod O e O mwi. IO evNg»
OB ©8OHC OB ¢ amD@s y&ids» @® EEed®xsInDO
O E R BedsTeny.

Sir, I want to conclude my speech by just saying that,
as we reflect on the past, it is important for us and our
great neighbour India to remember that our destinies have
always been intertwined. India has long stood as a pillar
of strength with links to our culture, civilization and our
religions and with a historical background, of which we
did not know fully. Our country must not be an isolated
nation, but a member of this particular region we are in. It
is important for us to understand ourselves, both in terms
of our rights and obligations, and I really welcome the
Motion that has been brought in by the Hon. Ruwan
Mapalagama. It gives me great pleasure to support it. |
would request this to be expanded to have a larger scope
so that these could be taught from the primary and not
merely as a subject to pass examinations and for students
to become professionals.

Thank you very much, Sir.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. (Mrs.) M.A.C.S. Chathuri Gangani.
You have five minutes.
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(The Hon. (Mrs.) M.A.C.S. Chathuri Gangani)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. Ajith P. Perera. You have five minutes to
speak on this Private Members' Motion.

Order, please! Will an Hon. Member propose the
Hon. Chanaka Madugoda to the Chair?
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(The Hon. (Dr.) (Ms.) Kaushalya Ariyarathne - Deputy

Minister of Mass Media)

Sir, I propose that the Hon. Chanaka Madugoda do
now take the Chair.
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(The Hon. Ajith P. Perera)
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Seconded.
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and
THE HON. CHANAKA MADUGODA took the Chair.
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(The Hon. Ajith P. Perera)
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(The Hon. Ruwan Mapalagama)
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“Urgent Parliamentary Intervention Required to Preserve
Constitutional Independence of the National Police Commission.

A troubling development requires immediate legislative
action. Powers are being transferred from the National Police
Commission to the Inspector General — of Police, fundamentally
subverting our constitutional architecture. This is not an isolated
incident - the Executive has repeatedly attempted to undermine the
Commission’s authority through various means. Constitutional
Council must intervene without delay.”
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya)

On the day the Eighteenth Amendment to the
Constitution was brought in to take away the Independent
Commissions, you were absent. - [Interruption.] Maybe,
let us hope so.
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seriously, had there been, at least, one or two of those
Hon. Members with you to support. Unfortunately, that is
not happening. That is what is very clear.
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Please take my time and answer because I have plenty of
time to answer since you have no one to speak on your
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Thank you, Hon. Prime Minister. I am more than
capable of listening to you by myself and holding the fort
for the Opposition.
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I am sure you have the capacity to do that on your
own, but I think -

@6 BBeg abds 1980 edmnown Swvm

(oreryllg s Lssrent ojregver &efou Crardlmnian)

(The Hon. Arjuna Sujeewa Senasinghe, Attorney-at-Law)

& D000, D 68398 06D BwesId) BedmDr. O]
©BIZNI®REF 3Jed Bewd®s ¢g@imusdiewn D& @D
@535,

oG BBeg yBE DOOE Dwmo
(oreryll@ FLLSsrent] gevflsd sul’ L s6v)
(The Hon. Sunil Watagala, Attorney-at-Law)
»3, 8. ® ¢8 T HO.

@6 (99028w) BB g®ceyBes
(wressryfl@ (SvTBlS) apfeshl owreEsMw)
(The Hon. (Dr.) Harini Amarasuriya)
& @8 9CosInd.

GeowonGied o0 OEReB, & amd o® owdBsnd
eDRedrY gog NAG@®ES, DicoTmO®sT »OB g evB
83, Buew ded »Ogn omwmcm Om o a8
DBDHOIY @O0,

Yeowz0nGie) 00 BB, e@m mD Sy BIwWO,
PEYDO  Os0ENeds 8D, @@Qp® Ondddd
CCCumIe D5 BB ecwn 0D o BeD O 9

2114

5101888, 0B eB8w® wOITVON Serwd®d. e®mmE
CoONden Joens oumidh Beams. Police Commission
OO dCw Beamn to delegate its authority to the IGP. &=
OBDELNHCEE. 08 BEO ydmwew . & wCemws
2Ceom 053 Suew @® Mmoens 53 Or WOBIesT, @®
BED 0B emBu®0 Bedmy ICHE SOEC BOHHD
Bo. 88, d D0 mostms!, & Gy @0 BT -
OO eOm» A & Bedsies! L ©6; BBO
DOTHE. YRowsnsie) 0] OTEROA, dmemd I »e
@I ewEe emBue®I® e¢x guidelinesdEo ¢m®.
80 O wx¥m 8w o & Ded® m»O&, & m»S»
B0y @0, & oz¥sn Bdew, IGP oz¥sn Boew &
&bendsednadcd 861dd m»® appeal mOmE & wo w@im
230G 3 Bedmdr. 08t 08808 3 On Omdw
appeal oI ooy, S OB, Yev® FH, vBEs
a8w0dy BBFDs aBm0wd appeal @mosim  HyOOI.
@ mm®, FR dnd c@sioe goos. 9By, e®
BED edOr, emmm®ON alBDBmOR (SO O©
el cCRe»E 5O owd edsvesy Wi IGPO »B ©mwd
PBedssy IS Wi YETO ¥y Hw me @en
0208 e08u® BB® smdm cam guidelines 5. &
guidelines®cE0 @m0 ®8wd BwidOm Hood v B
O owd Benmds m»®, SO decHO appeal RBSed®
B0 Beamda.

oG BB abzys 980 eudnrBown Swmo
(oressryfl@ L Sgrent ieguer sgfou GFardlmian)
(The Hon. Arjuna Sujeewa Senasinghe, Attorney-at-Law)

298 8Seddes.
STUPBSITI .
rose.

@07 (9008w) 03B §®5eyBes

(oressrfl@ (STBld) apfesf owreEsMw)
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Yes, Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe, please speak.
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Thank you very much.
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(The Hon. Arjuna Sujeewa Senasinghe, Attorney-at-Law)

I am more than capable of handling it. Thank you
very much.
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also allowed. This is not the first time this has happened.
This had happened before also. The Commission has the
power to delegate certain authorities and to provide
guidelines on how that authority is delegated.
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EnBOsim  eOmds.  Legally, it can be done; morally,
considering the situation, it cannot be done. That is what we
are saying.
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In an emergency situation, it is allowed, but there is
no emergency here. We are not disputing the law.
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You are making a moral point, is it? Very good. We
are very pleased about that.
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Yes, a moral point and why the Commission had been
established. The purpose of establishing the independent
National Police Commission is not to delegate power
back to the IGP. That should not be done. So, why are
you all doing it?
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I would then suggest, Hon. Member, that it would
have been far more useful had the Opposition brought in
a Motion to amend that constitutional provision which
delegates authority. If you think that that is the problem,
that the Commission should not delegate its power, why
do you not bring in a Motion to amend the Constitution
so that that cannot happen?
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Can I have the mike, please?
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(The Hon. Arjuna Sujeewa Senasinghe, Attorney-at-Law)

That provision is for an urgency, Hon. Prime Minister,
not for you to do it ad hocly. If there is any situation
where that power should be delegated, it can be delegated.
You all have not given us good reasons as to why it has
been delegated now. So, please tell us why it has been
delegated? Since the Commission had been established
for a certain purpose, why it is delegated back to the IGP?
There is no necessity at all.
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Let me finish my thought. Then, you can have my
time again.
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It being 5.30 p.m.., THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER adjourned
Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly until 9.30 a.m. on Tuesday, 21st
of October, 2025.
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