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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,
MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. (DR.) JAGATH
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(The Hon. Bimal Rathnayake - Minister of Transport,

Highways and Urban Development and the Leader of the

House of Parliament)
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Petitions ordered to be referred to the Committee on Public
Petitions.
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asked the Minister of Public Administration,
Provincial Councils and Local Government:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) the amount that has been granted by the
Asian Development Bank to the Colombo
Municipal Council for the improvement of
the sewerage system in the City of
Colombo and the amount that has been
utilized, out of the said grant by now,
separately;

(i) whether he is aware that a portion of the
funds granted by the Asian Development
Bank has not been utilized and has instead
been deposited in an account by the
Colombo Municipal Council;

(iii)  if so, the said amount; and

(iv) the measures that will be taken in this
regard?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(24) BQsTCmed, sysir?

asked the Minister of Public Security and
Parliamentary Affairs:

(a)  Will he inform this House -

(1) the total number of mob violence or mob-
lynching incidents reported to the Sri Lanka
Police and the number of cases prosecuted
under the Penal Code or prevention of
terrorism or public security-related laws in
each year since 2020 to date, separately
provincial-wise;

(i) the steps taken to ensure uniform
implementation of laws and legal
procedures concerning mob violence across
all provinces, including any directives
issued to the Sri Lanka Police and local
administration;

(iii)  whether the Ministry has identified any high
-risk districts or areas vulnerable to mob
violence; and

(b)

244
(iv) if so, the interventions undertaken in such
districts/areas to prevent future incidents of
mob violance?
If not, why?

@G 3¢ Bedmc Pwm (Vv goem Y
8:8E8e®xIn »mOEn ¢@r1msn®))

(wreryll@g yerhs allGmure - QUITEHILESET LITEISTLIL
LHMID LITTTEBHLOGTD (EDICUSVBET S|eWLOFFIT)

(The Hon. Ananda Wijepala - Minister of Public Security
and Parliamentary Affairs)

OO DDBNBDROB, OO YE» @O BERSC 0®eldd.

@ 0
B> 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
ones| 8 [Pnes| g [ones| 28 lenes| »g [Pges| g [oaes| g
9D [506: | e955 | 510G | 985 1062 399 |10 6 [0 5106 esomen [0
[ol3ta] olta)] [ofm¥a] (Gloskal [olssta] GIbka) [elbsta) [lbata] [lbsta] GRssta) [olosial (aRoska
cag@c| 7| 5|6 |67 |77 |59 |4|4]2
adsnBs | 33 [ 16 | 36 |26 | 64 |30 |56 [ 22|51 19|51 8
Do 27 12213312045 (2238|1443 (19|26 5
oo 9 18107 (11 |8 |17 8 |13|7 | 4]0
&ad 8 |4 (201011 |7 229|129 |11l]2
oeonds| 11 | 9 [ 12| 8 | 6 [ 4|3 |3 14|39 |2
waceogo | 11 | 9 [ 14 [ 12 [ 18 [ 13| 19|11 |16 | 7 | 17| 2
Dw® 4 14151513 |11 (129 [13|5(|16] 5
oD 10|78 (420|669 |3[7]2
omnd (120 | 84 | 154108177 (102|180 | 87 |180| 76 | 145| 28

(i)

(iiif)

(iv)

0®um 0B gdo BB w1 BBw HwordOm
BBe® 5303w S0 Hwid®@m BIOO
a0as BB, Bewdn, cveced v ©w eusIdd
e SR, e s, ©BaEes
ecdned®in Bewdn ww osELeB
DDeCEo 08T wEwEd .

0.
200N O G361 WEE o B YOI

BHwo E5NEC w0 ey BB BDE DYC
DREwWsY Da8mr O VO WEBN @O GB.

o eI sErEBnS

emE® ¢nd, PMeTemD), KOs WL
@208t @D datswsIBe,

* e BEIEDS
#C83w, »0EE, ®EE ¥ S wHd
@208t @200wwsy BE ¢ OB §ecR
oy 080C emOLWWBIO e
o8 gows osizn O @ I
e8uiwe BBe® & grddens B am.

e B BB  w evedolm
TGOS 085 0wl Ded® ne
830N O GBSO BIsTenT ¢
WBIBY W @wouD Bg BHIO wewo wicE®
wmestes’ ¢ w5y 88D ©mIond
C ©B30.



245

2025 e2%0®a8 08 246

20Besy Bwond @uwcdmeRsl ¥
B0 wewo 8B0nnd 8O BHewes o
o8& aw B88acd adFuvens wo uy
Beso® 8¢ BBO.

ONSEBZIND, E €8T BOBD gesdid
8ERcH edur 085 ¢imds BB®.

@08t Dw®OE gadwwd mHHc; BHIO
eC o 8300, e0Y0 8300, T8
830000, 302518 830000 %0 o eBDE® 83020
2D G @wicdBsT vl @G B3 o
3doc8sY 800 e HIBO.

120 Dabm0 8 @B @0 BTOEO @coed
BB 850DCeHW WS @ @D
OO0 mOgn BB 00 & wewo Dewds
©®eny® HwiOm BBO.

0B nE v 8¢ O Bedrnnd
832 BSOSO ded8D LimusImd
O Bedyd cC oB8s s
3 aRD0 OB® ¥ Becdend wi®d
8O a0l e@ewwdsIms! @ et o
o OBHO devs Je.

Bectdond 8O deom O v e®CO
a0 OrIN WSO 05T
grNO0TE MOOBIBN @ISR0, OBy
BB a8, O et ndd vl3® 0o
928ed? 8¢ BBOO Bwudnd 83 gecd
DD o B®.

guool) Bewo BE @B W®™WIOBY
3 @00 OB® ey W om HWISm
w0 8@ Ewm eI OIOBnY
e3a8m B3.

guo Bewd B @B WGy
e OB3® wcw Behwd
B Om e ¥n »eB aoen ©cu®
e0BE B0 @m0z
omdemO  o8d gnwde® s
BEB5Y 830050® 6 5 IO.

380N OB 00D WE E 0@ EmBsY
¥ OFeds  SDd@mGDEY  w®®
0O BOF R CID (8 BES5Y
e OB w VST ¢’ gRe-ndd enn
33Ot 928un BBO 0@sI® OB
BES5T BEICO 0m0n0; G B3O
AR gor B @ BBO.

&e302WZO @cOEd TaYalel{crar)
¥ R0 0 Ov® BBEam gdesy
WO HWGRBTO BOTRO 0dIern oy
emy) WO VYT GG OsY BB
30ms gldmoen FdBw »R5SsY &
RBe.

BBesBH® 0D owmd ®»Om @
@MDDOEO &eed BEDBST cuece C
O B0 wiB  Om» w8  BBeB
©8ne®Ind IO eme D
DO BHO.

3.0 O 800D WEE 308 BsT
¥ 50O DY BB Beddd eces
com 0¥ odug 8¢ SOE@m@
BBO.

¢ o Dud® ng BHYD @B B
DESTBOSIOE Bueem HyeoEHsT,
8Boeno ydocws’ 8EReD omondy O
died BBO 0o Bmo 0ed8B w0 e eoBw
8eOCEHsY OIBIVO Bwdd oR®.

®  3BCNWGDBT W FBWCIVOEO wOPBID
3wedesy BB Beddd ecen g ©8sT
BCI® @ 5@hd 88acd yodned
8OS DGy, N8y BOC oy Godw
w28 B3O. P& em0nc R 01RO,
OOB® ww» ey EE & wdOIBTY
308 W) WO B2 wDsY 8¢ BBO.

*  gutdmoPsied »mEIHORO O
83» gdocwsy IO I8 a-a
OB5Y ©m070 @BNO0EHW WO O®
3eDEsI0 q® &, @PTed gudwiwid
©05)e0s5T Do Bwi@e OBe.

® 3.3 O GBCRWSOBY BEDED o
#BE womem BEAR I vddB
BT DO @®.

*  IATABNGICOD deBwsy NE®O
s@em» ylocwesy BEIeO @y
DTS @O @aowiwd BEICD
eD5® 0l BEBE owicds oy
Besd® B8O wo § oo ©wB8w ww
DTN OO  eBmn  e0mdsd
S Od®  O8s  ATVBNS  @ED
&8000 OREOD Bwdo o B3e.

o TN BEBT @y BBIBN Lod®
OB e300 sBteen
©clned®sind wy PYIB e OBsY
BBeCsent 0 e@m0n0 G ®B3O.

e Border Risk Assessment Centre - BRAC
- OB sy 00y ©O®ITIImIeHs
@08s5¥ mOgn BE.

o 0@ BEHOR gudind) SOEGHI®W wewo
B0 @B0oR) @O PF 8 BBO wH
9880l SDred BO8am ¢cdy BBE.

@E® 8 §uchxd) @mdwatsw - CCD
DE5NBS NS @GR @MW
De5NBC ¢ 301D DD
@m0 e §e300Q) @IDWIesW

DOBS 2630 GBCHR @O WP

OO ¢e300d) BOF@® & wWre®ws

(29) o e2S.

@G 6805Y ewedsIHEB Ovmo

(wresrflg mefoustt Qggwsabglrapissl)

(The Hon. Rajeevan Jeyachandramoorthy)

Qserrey  FUTHTWST HeuTHSem, 6T  (PHVTEUG]
Guevgls aflerreneuds gL dlesr@medr.

Qzerrey ewwssi euisGer, sHCUTH BrLeTTalws
Faluflev Gureng LIGLIT(HsiT LIT6UEHEITEm Lids
SLOLIUBSHIMSD G GDDEISmET YLD ED
e L& FOTTHILIS O|6uiTa6iT IO EAGEE G )



247

[061 68D5Y exswdsIcHEB @wma]

BLeUIgEmEH6T QBT L0 s WHPFFH jewL_cugiL 6T,
Qeuafluil_®
WTPLILITERT S F)60

BLDLIG 66w Wi LD @) (HSF ST TTSH6IT.
B ohsCurgla, Graw® - apsTml
BlTBIGEHSG (psirert, GOlLLTs SO BLCud  HmID
QETE@Gallsy Fhengseaflsy GUITensIGILITH6T FTIihs @LDLIVHET

ILTaugsmersF  CFgmabdleTper.  @euiser  @)bhsF
FHeNS G UbS EHHMNTH SHISTLMISS] B)(HHIDTTSH6T, HTHS
@) (hESmTisei. @) 51CGuretTm GDHDFCQF WS 66D

FHUBSSTDeUTHET g (BHHVTHEL CUTewsLIGLTHewer allHmi,

YSSITEPVLD  QUBHBHTD — LUTHWS BB ulighHGd
Qar@sgall B, euligll uesmsl  GumUSDHTSL
LsVGaumyLi L umrflw GDHDFCQFWSH e 6D FHUL (B

auSlaTorissr. @)g ewrenwullsy LGFflensulsy Geuaflhs
NUROETE]L
wrerl L gFlev sLHUuBSS Ceuawr®id. g CHrLiLmer
BL_6U1G &HENHEBET 6T6OT6T? 6T60T BHTediT BhL_&esTGme6dT.

@UUIQuITesT  FDLGUBIGEDST  WTLPLILITEST

@G g5 Bedue Owmo

(oreryll @ erhs alGmursv)

(The Hon. Ananda Wijepala)

OO OIEROB, a8 & B8ecd Bods admdwes ©w
DOV, Bedvows’ 38 & dBn meo, gedhRwBsy
cFeldn od BEIc Soam emddwmwe. & »ow
Sedvewsy @D 8D DHed® dmE Lol WO
cFBeme OB of 88acd ddsam 8¢ Wiy CI®D. &
20 RIS By ©88, wume wd®ITResny a8 Sods
2D 08 WO & »OGROEO kv BOn 8¢
DO,

®G O80T 08wedsIcGEB Dwvmo
(wrehr @ pefasr QewéspBrapiss)
(The Hon. Rajeevan Jeyachandramoorthy)
berM], CEsarreu HemwdFi HeuisGer!

8®e00, Jurined medD® v 8wy WL Vs
®»0W O 92RTO: DE®Ixd BB FOWG
Surenm LIGrib ST mi wHmIb CanL
RUITESEHS GHMISHTSHL LITVLD 9eMLDS S 6V:
SHCUTHSHW Blewsv
CONSTRUCTION OF BRIDGES ACROSS BRYANTHURAI

KANDAM RIVER AND HEDA OYA IN AMPARA: CURRENT
STATUS

1212/2025

3. ©G 98.8¢8. cg@reRded Bz

(omesrLyfl@ eTib.6TON. 2 GIoTGleVLIEHLI)

(The Hon. M.S. Uthumalebbe)

300D, @@ 8Y VOB wOEND GRIHBHYDree sy
& gdma - (1):

(@) (1) a@®®0 LdFmed, eumdd Hed@s eCm®
@0Med, Jusined meI® ©®® B
BCOR 98BBe® DrowaBle e W& Bw BE®
92BBe® DrasaBle sdBe cuw S85T gc®y
WOBY B¢ DO}

@® D530 OO E® 98BBe® DuwaBOR D&
DOGR B By B O,

o0& evosic?

(1)

208Ee®5nd

(g0)

@

(ii)

248

D E® oo 92RB80 WOgn OB
&108» BBOD Busdd eon Bed;

O e® oim 92R8e® vl Seds
2080 O RWOVHO aes BBOD Bwdo
osiesie;

@I O @O w5 DT esIe?
() odeEnd®,d @sie?

Curs@aursgl, QBB EpFTemeVS6T LHMID HET Ll HHs]
IemwsFenrd CH L aflerT:

(1)

(=)

@)

@

(ii)

SbuTenp wreul L gl Gurggialsy LrGss
Qweoreri Uflaflsy, LGy seasr oy Holer
GMISHTHL LTV WG  HHSSIL_L (LD
QapL.  gur YHOlST GMUSSTEL  LTeLD
9|H LD G LD H(HSSI_L_(pLb HL_bd
ST FTBIBES TV S riotilgssin’ L est
6TEITLIGN 11D,

@) siTmenailsy LIT6VBI56m 6T
BT Lo Teuwflds @b Liewsflas6ir
@)ewL_BB660 BIMISSLILIL (HETETSST 6T6HT LIS S W|LD;

GuprLig
HHSSI_L_migefler

Sjeui Wleurymr?

®

(i1)

Cupuy @rewr() uTeBIGeTsT  BITLOTENTL

uesflgener TR o ribLildss L 6eulyhenss
T()SSLILIL_(HETOTETOUT 6T6ITLIENS W|LD;

Sbs @rent(h) UTeVBIGENET  [BITLOTessilds @ LD
Lisssflaemenr aflGa_ NN E S
HHSSIL_L_SF60 Grirdas [BL_6ULG 56D &%

T(HSSLILI(HILOT 6TETLIENSHU|LD;

Sjeui @)dFewus@ Mlaliimrr?

@)TBmeD, reir?

asked the Minister of Transport, Highways and Urban

(@)

(b)

©

Development:

Is he aware that -

0

(i)

the project to construct a bridge across the
Bryanthurai Kandam River in the Pottuvil
Divisional Secretary's Division of the
Ampara District as well as the project to
construct the Heda Oya Bridge were
initiated by the previous Government; and

the construction work of the projects to
construct those bridges has been stopped
halfway by now ?

Will he inform this House whether-

0

(i)

steps have been taken to resume the
construction work of the aforesaid two
bridges; and

steps will be taken to include the projects of
constructing the aforesaid two bridges in
the Special Development Programme?

If not, why?
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(%) BTCDeD, eysir?
asked the Minister of Rural Development, Social
Security and Community Empowerment:
(a) Will he inform this House -

(i) the total value of financial assistance
provided to the public during the COVID-
19 pandemic in Sri Lanka;

(i) whether the Samurdhi Development Fund
was utilized to provide the said financial
assistance;

(iif)
(iv)

if so, the amount; and

whether the sum mentioned above has been
settled?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Agriculture, Livestock, Land
and Irrigation:

(a)  Will he inform this House the -

(i) criteria used to measure the production and
productivity of field crops other than paddy;

(i) provision that was allocated in the Budget
for the year 2025 for increasing the
production of grains and yams;

(iii) specific grains and yams of which the
production is expected to be increased with
these provisions; and

(iii) expected production quantities for each of
the above grain and yam variety in 2025,
2026 and 2027, compared to the year 2024,
separately?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Namal Karunaratne - Deputy Minister of

Agriculture and Livestock)
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(orenTfl@ rall &mewTTHTILSS)

(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Hon. Speaker, I seek your permission to raise the
following Question under Standing Order No. 27(2).

Twenty-five years ago, Sri Lanka and India took a
decisive step towards economic integration. The Indo-Sri
Lanka Free Trade Agreement was signed on the 28" of
December, 1998 and came into force on the 01 of March,
2000, the first bilateral FTA in our history. It dismantled
tariffs in stages and by November, 2008, both sides had
completed their liberalization schedules. Since then, India
has remained one of our top export markets and our
second largest source of imports.

The FTA’s core outcomes are clear: thousands of
tariff lines are now duty-free, with additional quotas for
key products such as tea and garments. Bilateral trade
multiplied in the 2000s and the Agreement gave many Sri
Lankan firms their first real foothold in a wvast
neighbouring market. But, the structure is now outdated
and there are non-tariff frictions - standards, testing,
logistics, rules-of-origin compliance - which often blunt
the headline preferences. An upgrade is overdue.

That upgrade is the proposed Economic and
Technology Cooperation Agreement, ETCA, a modern
framework to extend cooperation beyond goods into
services, investments, technology and mutual recognition
of standards and qualifications. Talks restarted in
November, 2023 after years of pause, but have since
drifted. As of late, in September, 2025, India had asked
Sri Lanka to appoint a chief negotiator to resume
structured rounds of talks; we have not done so to date.

Meanwhile, our trade gap with India remains widened.
In 2024, Sri Lanka's exports to India were US Dollars 884
million and imported goods worth US Dollars 3.76
billion, an exports-to-imports ratio of roughly 24 per cent.

Sir, when I was Minister of Trade, that particular ratio
was in the range of about 70 per cent to the advantage of
India and at that time, it was improved to the benefit of
Sri Lanka, but still, there is a huge gap that needs to be
rectified or corrected to the advantage of Sri Lanka.

We should be using an upgraded pact to push more
value-added exports, have easier access to services and
investment in supply chains that create jobs at home.

Finally, we cannot ignore the global context: India is
on track to become the world’s third largest economy by
2027. We appreciate and hope that that momentous gain
would certainly benefit countries such as Sri Lanka as its
closest neighbour. As this transformation unfolds, Sri
Lanka should position itself as a partner, influencer and
facilitator in India’s supply chains, logistics corridors and
services integration. By doing so, we would not merely be
a bystander; we would share India’s dramatic growth,
multiplying our own opportunities in trade, investment
and employment. The cost of delay is immense; the
benefits of timely engagement would be exponential.

Sir, I wish to ask from the Hon. Minister of Foreign
Affairs, Foreign Employment and Tourism - I do not see
his presence today - the following Questions:

L. Trade Balance Impact

Could the Hon. Minister explain why, despite the
Indo-Sri Lanka Free Trade Agreement being in
force for 25 years, Sri Lanka’s exports to India
remained only at US Dollars 884 million
compared to the imports of US Dollars 3.76 billion
in 2024, an export-to-import ratio of merely 24 per
cent, and what corrective measures are planned to
close this persistent deficit?

2. Non-Tariff Barriers

What steps has the Government taken to address
the non-tariff barriers and technical restrictions
such as product testing, standards certification and
Customs delays that continue to obstruct Sri
Lankan exporters from fully utilizing the duty-free
access granted under ISFTA?

Sir, you could see that owing to imposition of
tariff by President Trump, there is a huge potential
that exists for us to export our textiles to India
because the Indian middle-class population has
gone up to about 400 or 500 million. So, there is a
huge potential to take advantage of in the short
term.
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ETCA Negotiation Stalemate

Talks on the Economic and Technology
Cooperation Agreement - ETCA - were revived in
November, 2023, but remain stalled. Why has the
Government failed to appoint a chief negotiator
and establish a clear mandate for Sri Lanka,
despite repeated requests from India to resume
structured negotiations?

This Agreement benefits Sri Lanka, not India. So,
we need to take cognizance of that fact and take
advantage of it.

Strategic Leverage with India’s Rise

Given that India is projected to become the
world’s third largest economy by 2027, why is Sri
Lanka not positioning itself more aggressively to
integrate into India’s value chains, logistics
corridors and services ecosystem so that our
economy benefits dramatically from that
transformation?

Sir, if you take your mind back to the 1990s, that
was what Hong Kong did with China, and this is
the ideal situation for Sri Lanka to integrate into
the Indian market. I guess, being a close neighbour
and with a lot of strategic intent, that is what we
must try to obtain at this moment.

Safeguards for Local Sectors

What specific safeguards such as negative lists,
phased liberalization schedules or labour market
tests will the Government commit to in ETCA
negotiations to ensure that vulnerable domestic
sectors and professional services are protected,
while still enabling growth opportunities?

Investment and Technology Corporation

Has the Government outlined a plan within ETCA
to secure Indian investment into priority areas such
as renewable energy, digital technology, shipping
and logistics and higher education? If so, can such
plans be tabled in this House for scrutiny?

Mutual Recognition and Professional Mobility

Sri Lankan professionals, particularly in IT,
engineering and health services, often face barriers
in India due to lack of mutual recognition of
qualifications. Will ETCA include binding Mutual
Recognition Agreements - MRAs - and if so, by
when will those be finalized?

The Hon. Minister of Health is here. I am sure he
has a major problem with MRA, where he is
unable to bring medicines which are accepted in
India. So, this is a good time to ensure that mutual
recognition so that what is recognized in India
would be accepted here and then, you would have
procurements in the health sector done under
meaningful conditions. I can remember that when
you were in India, you had this problem. So,
ETCA could be an answer to that.

Accountability and Parliamentary Oversight

Why has the Government not tabled a
comprehensive review of 25 years of ISFTA -
India-Sri Lanka Free Trade Agreement -

performance, covering sectoral winners and
losers, net job creation, FDI flows and trade
imbalances before proceeding with ECTA
negotiations so that Parliament and the public are
properly informed?

9. Tourism, Ports and Banking Synergies

India is today Sri Lanka’s largest source of
tourists, a key partner in Colombo and
Trincomalee port activities and a growing force in
cross-border banking and digital payments. What
specific provisions would ETCA include to
deepen cooperation in tourism promotion, port
development and financial-sector integration so
that these critical areas translate into higher
earnings and job creation for Sri Lanka?

Sir, I look forward to an Answer, especially after the
President’s Budget Speech yesterday, which impacts on
neighbourly development. So, this is the way forward to
lead with immediate effect.
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Then, Hon. Speaker, what about exporters? What
steps have you all taken to safeguard the lifeline - the
exporters - that keeps our economy going? Beyond
celebrating your so-called success at US tariff
negotiations, how are you making sure that our exporters
will continue to be competitive? Since I do not want to
enter into another controversy over the Trump tariff, 1
will keep away from that discussion. But, let me tell you,
talk is cheap. Just last week, many of our competitors in
the region got super trade deals agreed with the United
States during President Trump’s visit to Asia. While most
nations are doing their utmost to support the export
industry, all what you all did was to remove the SVAT
from exporters and their suppliers. They promised a 45-
day refund, which is still a promise. The promise of a
parallel run was never fulfilled. With the cost of doing
business going up, the removal of SVAT and imported
inputs becoming cheaper than local purchases, we may
actually see a reversal of backward integration in the
export industry and that is really a serious concern.

Last night, I watched online a part of Deloitte’s
Budget Webinar. The Government representatives were
all gung-ho about the Budget and dismissed any impact
on SVAT withdrawal and instead, blamed the industry for
leakage. Actually, they did. But, the representative from
the Joint Apparel Association Forum was not amused, Sir.
He clearly articulated that there is a huge challenge in the
promised 45-day refund. He said that certainly there
would be much pressure on cash flow and margins and
that it would specifically be more pronounced for small
and medium enterprises.

In the last Budget, the President spoke about RCEP.
That is, Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership
with ASEAN and five other countries. He talked about
strengthening trade relations with Asia and Africa. Sir,
but yesterday, he did not speak a word about the RCEP,
did not even mention the term "RCEP". Please, tell us
whether an iota of work had been done to achieve that
objective. The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake just now asked a
Question on ETCA. But, there was no answer. Why?
Because there is no answer to be given, Sir.

Like I said, talk is cheap. Both the Hon. President and
the Hon. Prime Minister, who is here, visited India this
year. But, none of them even mentioned about CEPA or
ETCA in their statements. The Hon. Prime Minister spoke
about many things, but she forgot to mention the two four
-letter words - ETCA and CEPA. Why is that? Because,
there is no real intention of integration with the region
and there is no political will to walk the talk. Madam, you
do not have the political will to walk the talk. All what
you people are doing is using flowery language to fool the

masses, hoping that God would create jobs for them. God
is not going to create jobs for us. Honestly, there had been
some 14 rounds of discussions between Sri Lanka and
India on CEPA and ETCA. After another two rounds, the
agreements could have been concluded. Why on earth are
you all dragging your feet? Talking about RCEP is pie in
the sky, Madam Prime Minister; it cannot be completed,
if you cannot complete ETCA. That is because there is
absolutely no way that you all would be willing to
liberalize trade in services to even think about RCEP.
Some of you all are living in a fool’s paradise.
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Hon. Member, your time is over now.
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remove barriers to trade, to liberalize the trade policy.

The National Tariff Policy approved in 2024 has been
implemented as at 01% of January, 2025. Yesterday, the
President announced that he will move from the existing
four-band tariff structure of 0 per cent, 10 per cent, 15 per
cent and 20 per cent plus para-tariffs to a four-band tariff
structure of 0 per cent, 10 per cent, 20 per cent and 30 per
cent, as planned. But, the complementary action to
remove the trade distortionary para-tariffs, which was
ongoing for Cess by one-third every year in three years
and for PAL, by one-fifth every year in five years, has
been postponed without a timeline, but, unfortunately, it
was said that the restart would be during the post-2027
period.
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The Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa. You have 20
minutes.
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Hon. Minister, you have another two minutes.
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Hon. Minister, you have one more minute.
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(The Hon. Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Chathuranga Abeysinghe. You have 12
minutes.

Order, please! The Hon. Deputy Speaker will now
take the Chair.
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Whereupon THE HON. SPEAKER left the Chair, and DEPUTY
SPEAKER [THE HON. (DR.) RIZVIE SALIH] took the Chair.
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Hon. Deputy Speaker, it is with great pride and
humble happiness that I use this opportunity to express a
few words about the Second Budget of the new
Government.

Sir, we have been able to bring financial stability to
this nation, which is the most critical foundation for
growth. For the first time in history, maybe, the first time
for the last two decades, Sri Lanka has achieved all its
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financial and macroeconomic targets and it is not denied
by the Opposition either. My good Friends in the
Opposition had never been able to achieve that. So, that is
the pain they are undergoing because they had never been
able to achieve the fiscal targets of any given Budget,
even from 2015.

Sir, as the Hon. (Dr.) Nalinda Jayatissa said, this has
not been achieved through somebody’s superpower or by
one single person; this has been achieved through sheer
discipline, focus and determination. When we have a
budget, even in a corporate, we have to stick to that. As a
team, we need to be disciplined enough to adhere to the
targets of the Ministry of Finance and do your work. So,
that discipline was what Sri Lanka was lacking and which
put Sri Lanka into a crisis. So, even the experts were not
able to achieve those targets without that discipline in this
country. Therefore, we are happy that we have been able
to achieve it now.

With the Budget we have presented, we are now
moving from stability to growth. We are expecting a
growth of 7 per cent of GDP or more and also to achieve
debt sustainability by 2030. There is an absolutely well-
thought-through plan for stability. Now, we are moving
towards predictability. That is what investors are looking
for. The economy has to be predictable and the variables
have to be stable. Policy directions, structures and
consistency are what we are going to bring about through
this Budget. That is the difference between the Budgets
that we had seen thus far and the Budget that was
presented yesterday.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Chathuranga Abeysinghe, you have two more
minutes.

O OQGo® edBow Owmo
(orenrfl@ FairBis HCuAnian)

(The Hon. Chathuranga Abeysinghe)
Sir, could I have two more minutes?
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wHmid CHAw HeLILTL(H SeDLOFFiT)

(The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Attorney-at-Law -
Minister of Justice and National Integration)

Sir, I can give two minutes from my time.
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(oressryfl@ sairnis HCuABian)
(The Hon. Chathuranga Abeysinghe)
Thank you.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Okay.
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(The Hon. Chathuranga Abeysinghe)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Chathuranga Abeysinghe, you have exhausted
your time.
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(The Hon. Chathuranga Abeysinghe)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Sivagnanam Shritharan. You have 22
minutes.
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(The Hon. Sivagnanam Shritharan)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The Sitting is suspended till 1.00 p.m. for lunch.
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Sitting accordingly suspended till 1.00 p.m. and then resumed.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Mahinda Jayasinghe. You have 12
minutes.
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(The Hon. K. Ilankumaran)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, what is your point of Order?
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(The Hon. K. Ilankumaran)

©® 8305 ©»® ¥® »® Quuwenr - [Fowr ufB)] APsTes
Ieuirser  eTereewl_w  Guwenrd  @GUIOUC G @) BBSTT
[B)wrufB)] Seuir  eremgyemLw  Quwenrds  GDILLL®
B wasAmri. [Rewr ufB)] srewills rsflewer FbubSLOTSHL
CuabGurg) stetenienL_w Guwenrd GBI B @) HbHDTi.

@G (000ex1) Cr®BNETT ¢8O s Bwmo

(oressrfl@ (sweusBlwii) @TrobrSHesT i)

(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Did he mention your name, Hon. Member? I did not
hear him mentioning your name.
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(The Hon. (Dr.) Ramanathan Archchuna)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Member, I did not hear him mentioning any
name. [ am usually on the lookout.

Hon. Mahinda Jayasignhe, you may commence your
speech now.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Hon. Deputy Minister, your time is up.
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(The Hon. Mahinda Jayasinghe)
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Next, the Hon. Wijesiri Basnayake. You have 10
minutes.
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The Hon. Anuradha Jayaratne. You have 14 minutes.
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Next, the Hon. Prime Minister. You have 20 minutes.
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Minister of Education, Higher Education and Vocational
Education)

®0 Bewiss ®Osnemn®B, Sod ©o; B50&eBn©s
2026 ©ed wew § g D@ 928un momemd a8 wnle,
Bute Bus & 08O 080D ewdOO gm wSE & IO
3ween 83w O, gmO® & 0D ned 928s ey
3w D0 nEey 88 BuEeernd® ¢ 0D, enn OBIH
@ahewd mOey mden Bgen D0 00 Sonmdr. o BJew
DO OO Bedmdr. & woie, & owldsn, &
800000 B8eEE 8ouw gm D1con GO Bedmd.
28 Bueeirn® & mren mdemn wy wadmeEan BJwses
Bodny & DD 0w€sy oo ® osimy T OB BeEo
OO ewddsn WO, BCHOMSens 3O B DO,
BB wn BB ©dseme BBO dmon 0s0edd, yBusA
o BB 98wud BwFOm Omemd QEHBDEVODNO
IO 8, ©CHOLYOnD, BHDWMHED, YEB
D@ ©w edRE® ODWE HBAD GHBHOW BCH®
WO YBROE o0sies’ emew®, 60 2yey DsIesy
@0e®; Bum mden BEIC v ewrec DD Sod
928w me 9® aw D ned, d gw D16 nE 938s ey

Ulrgio



323 208Ee®5nd 324

[0St (g008w) ©BA a®ceBw]

WOER ®Y BeAeEHD BJuws BAyewn. ©d Bewdes
BDONEDHROB, iy Im» »O8 0® DEed Oen
Osiery. @8 cu¥mdr, 0®w ©® ®edied OB gw W
eCE®® AD.

28 god g8 qw O 988sd weg 2025 goyE Swed
80 988 me B®O wewo. 00 Bye »IDOGH,
Smssindes, gl ed dmmdn O & adllc e®ewin
O ¢y acnw ww & adfcewrs emd) O8I gud @i
ed meew «8¢ Buem Om o ®» Qe
DEeMmetn B eewmmB e® J¥w DEHBO By
Poed. & @DedNed mth D19 JO @d OB @l gredt)d,
& gedE Dwed 8O 928 mE B®D weyr nO8 sgfedB
g O 9l8uy meg. @»O® Jod 98uy Yy
0 eEaD eMemde gedE 80 widn @8 ®we
300 BRen weameFam nEsl »O8 928ux Heoed. OO gw
O @t Im gu e, OO @i Vel wdyben Swe®
g0 ousim® WOTm yodsl edxler’ e¢w®d8 310.
Oew® ICHeO 88 syde w 6 ne doe yoBes e
DOens Bednrdo.

Bwe® BBe® yoBe Onow es»edd, e@® O 8LdJd
BBe® 11O ne §e1 Sran ¢nd 9O semwe BB,
2 BEDwmed 80D HOB Sod B5NIBBBR® &ud
eusIn® meg. @8 vy, dos ecwdsy e300 dw ee®
e g BeE 00 Bnmrdh. Im BEeomy »O8 98810 e®
8EACD mG MOBI® g0 ¥y ediesIs, Bedsy et
DO MO EBTIN® W6 OB ¥OOB edsIerI.

O Bewdss »ONEHROB, emged oems, e®
eI sy8we ®w 6 e B Bwwd 500 O&
Bwec®n ged gw Dol euIY® MO Bedmdr. ©® 98
®ow e BDE, @8 31008 ¢ eD»EWD & Bwe® o
D& 8 008 BwurEd a8 IEeediin eOmD. 0w,
@dhewd @DE00 ged procurements nd & Bwe ey
e OWm O Hwost®Om dxTmy ©0s eoeny
185008, VTemIDE DwdE. ez dEIDO tenders
900 @D s procure O & O ®OYR G060 Hood
AFenIRY - e200@IEOE. & emfmesny IEHHO B,
280 D B8 Brinsed vy Gw 2025 gw D1 o o
055 ZOOT BwEo OO Hnmo.

28 0® ®00®0 ©® J0 e eewI®e? g¢ Suuw:s
30 By, HIeF®mcw 83 9B8cr 885y Bwe. ¢esd 2.3
per cent primary surplus ¥m= 0z gODsY Hew. ewies
D¢ B I 01 58m Ondm »OsIm yoos). »H@s &
target ©2 &8 exceed mSE Bedmdi. e Smaen - fiscal
discipline - 8 s05De0s wmds. e® BWEE® 8w Hoed
200w ¥S8O e0edd. JDr gvd eNeddB. o Swc
80w, PO ©Bm weFOem YBIE. 08 Hnum
B83wd & »OB @8 eDEIed &8 9enm OB WY BY FOWD
DE @B SO,

g Ded® ged Ry 0OIHO HOOT CEH®S
Bedmrdn. ®D, OO BEedsy 83wn nO8 griesy. a8 duw
90 OO 00m PRl Ded ged BBLyrTensy grwnm
50D e Y|, eEODWHE SO @D o weg
NP 8OWS EOED EWO ¢sd god siE8mwesiennys

@l qusie ew. 18 o® 83 BE0S SFHO 0@
WOTesy BuE ¢od sm8mes’ et Bwy adudd 53B0
©5%0ed8. HY ¢ B E¢wr EBBTOTIHO Vo, Hew. OO
B WO @8 Em ousId Beadmds BwoE. 8
0SB0 BE, 3 BV nE VCHOBYOHD D@
WOEOD BB 6® s ewded @EIm OO BEB
DEROBODO, OO VVevd IO o YOOI O
Beadmdr By ¢8 dddiws m»OmDr. 0D 0053 BBy
5153 Bedmrydr. a8 30 D& miwese® edxImy dvye? ®D.
8O Dtn els D@ WO v, HOOBIE? RD. o
0uEDwe0 28 Dwe D198 OB clenys, A BT
80 08 0¢edB Di8mw e¢iesys, Gids eEdwd C1dxs ¥n
gemymn O0ywie, E0sn 8 ooy, & wewr o® g
1w RES Yo 005 WO BedsTess ¢B? s ewdw
8B BBOD, B5y500080 983wl evm WsI® sl ed@sa.

Bo® Bned o OB e @D Déh
BICHOBHOBDD, YEBDLBYOHD D WIOD Cotss eddwny
2s0 g0end. I» 0® eded Bwwd 100853 g0 gdas
D> Beadmd? . 0®@m HwdBwxw. 2025 dwed
S5DBOED D& g¢ O 80 - AWenddd Swwe O O -
220 SQ@dn evemmD. gud D@D, 2026 Dwd Ox 8O
50 D80 DA, O DE» Byends, SO Do OB B
2s0 g8 ®C 055 yoos! 008 BuEr. Jout Boam®n
wdme  0@mwe? & BoomdOm wdwme Oxlen,
NEDBOW W BCHOWHOD ®wDEND BwdEw a8
eued®E®D, 89 edNBED ¢08 € 0DNEDST ddd WO
DO 00D gdes 2yemd P OBO wewr WO
9300, 288 WmauE 0S80 B1RYOBYOBD VOB BB OW.
& 00 DD Gredi)d Dno eredd, el BESsY
8® B0 GO BB Beadm Bwo »OB gud o®
BBROR eusIOID HOOLY eDE Bedsless.

@O0 Bewdds ®ONemROB, 0®m BHwdEwex. ©®
By 8RO 005 Gredf) 9O WICevn BBy D& 8wy god
RO WO WOB GICWB BOED o8 TICHB WEIO ©®
eDE Bedd 0D, 0® 0085 8DAD 88DEmm® eI ®
OB . @8 0O i eoern emmBEIe Bem OB
20D WO ¢ud @1 HWBWO eBTG® VBB DW1.

©0T Bowdss mDnemnd®B, & Dr1ed® 88 e odm
ednd. I 88 5108ED Busim Avn. ¢8 o3 mE5D
owd eu9dOB® 6 BHLE OB, eBedOE® DB OB
0w N REWST GRIIBRWBY, OB O HOBOSwed
ego om OSAme WOonsIHY 0wl evednl®m odnwEs
308en Om ownd e0ed8 D18 WOsTen’. guvd 8w
Boadmrydn. & oCi¥® »edthw® 080 w8md weonx
S C1EO, GO W B wo WO, & Bw OB
208 1590¢0® ofGi® eom 9uiesy gud dJiey D&
OB, ¢l 510014 DOoRO Beadm 0. 88 & DoR®
980 WEI® OB & O w11 08V edrTery Bws) Om
o g0 BEO mdmex oy & gmd »O8 g8 OB
moeen wsies’. & gm0 Dwldsy Dwcd »OB a8 yBOGE
I RIafclag

®0; Bewdss DOizNemROB, ©@NC ©DEDD ®O
Benmd, gud dih duved gw ged Manifesto Oz @8®
0 Beamd Becs. I v Jod 89 g wv ode o
OB WmCevd onies’. OO »On» Omdx @m®
@eoews’ @n ®OsIm OBA8, Im ged ago S»



325 2025 e2%0®a8 08 326

OGO DO, I¥mO® Em afdy SO O em
GO, e®ime, g0 e® 0O o 88w BE» PO
Beadmdl. ¢8 8ue of sgfedd dwed m»OmDr BweEo
PO ewmedisly D WL ¢8 & Hw®nm »Om
eDown BedmryD. Jed nFTOG ¥wcdsI, W DI B
2BDB), (BB 0D BRe Gwen v8sY, BRww Byeed
0B SO 0B, & OB »ITOs ne BErems @OEs
Ben @800 ©wems 88 OOE 8 Secd®sy ws OB,
e®0m. Ded® wm VOBHW®E 8gfedB Dwd nE a8 WL O
em0wE Bedmdr. & D1ed® ecB dud ne WO OB
el Beamydn. J 86 »O8 god wicy® B ®m
edsier). Buewnd a8 Buesiey Mm©B8, e® afc 5
20wy Hew® »O& ged report card O VIO O
»3w0® BwdsIm yoosy Dxfesy Bws) ®CHG. ODHEMD
38 &m ©BO0en @DEmed B WO @D HBE. e®ime,
280 5B 9BOCeme OmDr. Omemd ged report card
O ®> N WMOSTD 00x7esT DO Dndw ©@0edE,
S5m000: & report card OO w»dr. OO Hmm BBwO
e 0® O 500 Db BEIC O I/ B
B8w0, yowldmww snd BBwO, arIs) eedisly &N
el odOE Bum demsy ¢IHO® O oy & Beo ged
005Y DRI Bedm 6O WICH BE YoITEHOY BBwO &sd
©® B8Dr¢w OB OOBT B & Hnmdo,

o0 Bewdss ®mOnemn®B, g cod OSeds
Boden, yhnsindicw agoned Becy, Y o6 ©O®
gonel Boc. 00 ISovessl qusimn OBE,
gD YDcs gD G 0D BedIesd eI
BaEo.

©® 28BedrIndd AIs @n Yen LR BEICO
0@yben BB cwDewsy yndd ¢8 Bwin®m edxfes’. ¢8
BBw Huost®m BB yhmsiy 8edidc? mGBce dcsTess
B BBw Hwod®Om BIO yLhosiy BeddBe? o®@mm
Bedm ydme Sme? DO emmme HEhnsIHDce
amnd0 W 00 Beasien’? Ay v HOG gmned G.
o238 ©NDS Bewddme 0D VIPOBTE O srfews
»SwO OWn €@ Y vz HO® evRed HOR. OBHEO
Py oFe OGS Y »OB. VIO BwREEN®
OMREOE OB 8B WER BedmrDr. Dev® N FDI® Y
se »Ow PIHOR goned cevs Bedrles’ Suweae.
RIROBIEO vsw i WS ©Im M8 B® Bewn & v
B0 BBEE Beadmrd. 80 vded ¢d dmn O,
50 vededd amBsT Omn 0OmDI, @B Owmn edmD. &
Ben 0@ 0ed Beanm Iy vule HOG GIFHO® e WSE
Bodsiery Dudewrd, ©d; Bewdts mONEDROA. e@im¢
SomEes0 M8 0dE) Beadnmd, nded ws gidmie
0 53D, HOSTeE BWS eDIND®I OBID). BHOTed sxies
BEBY BDD ¢remyd BRwWD, BHND Bewdsmw WOD
BBwO @d@ICHWE eMINDBIID G SO B &¢
Ced Ay ve HOBO gRIN Bedmrds 58, & gmnd GG
@0 Beasiesy Suvewsy. padi)dd den® mosin BB
OO0 By & Ded® g¢ud dm »OsTH DR
P e, a8 ICWO uy edE Bedsies’ Duwwwn
target mJens ©0e08. ¢8 ICLO ux Poed, o® ced
S5)00 eDNEDSI. @® O Wwem O, e® Jed “mmded
gDoumn 0yfean mOm O »HOB g8 adPey mOeHD
wstes’. & 005 @memO edamEH® OmE OHm.
B0 edRICHERE DRl O of edmed
e0dm. JIn »O8 ¢FHO® e@m» 8L 0085 Bedm

eC® wldinmw. @m damem dmaBed
comnw #BeOE Bedmdr. SO OH Omdn &
8106 BHOWY wrlesy oW YT En yhFeds »omo.
a3 & aes 0 0d@mED wodmaBe »3wed eFG® evs
Red ved & cdmE Om e¢wd gMOD ©BND o B
0Oeld® SFBeom guim mMEWE Y W PO BHO
amyneld »08. g Bw Y sFe nOs o DOH
RIS DR Bedmd BwE ©© O »OsiD
26)1@1@8.

o0 Bewdds ®»Osnemn®s, 00 oOmme
Beodvewrsi® Om O ¢dand, 0® aws D6 ne a8 oo
©(0y, ONBEmE W0y BB Hedpwew, BBO
DO N Bws 9. 9500 BEedgd, 9B 90
©® Jed Beadn yadm HBwWO VErNen®), ¢dEmON wdn,
dmOdens @das 85 DetHe® H3eD HEENev®, VYT
e0nedsy me viB ol wy 28 »E»O wme @n of
esgeEdds, & mIOE Bedmy DywNOm yudm Bwl®0
o @ B@bo o 8585 Do ne gud B»OBTH
godsy od 9m® ©EED, om® logicallyd ew»
BCYOBHOHD ©® agw D RED a8 98w WO
Beamdr. & Bw o® gw Dews’ BBO »Gies as90
B88Ec Beadmdr BwuEs quvd BesIm D 6O 8dS
Yend vdesd Sgo Buds ©Swd ded DEAmw R vsiesy
e, 83 988 88CEE Bedm wiedthmided §¢cE
3w HEOBOTmW I8 T B S5m0 e
e¢sTesy emew®e, 9283wl erdsim Beds) ®w erdDsIH
BICHO® WS 0TesT eIew®, @@NA 2 88®m adldc 30D
o O DeHOesy ewiew®e Bwem ©® BaEe o
Bocr 0® dwells 8 2026 dwdd gwne god wiCE®
98B8u1 mSE Beadma.

00 SodsowsI® Om WO Bz, & ne Soss
eED®WD, Cutds BRI, cuess »¥nwd ¢8 2 Beam
2DDmw BEACO. D198 OB B3O 0w 00edE,
YT 18 vy BBO wewr MEEOE ¢d@s CBMOe
eNNB®O, EBCECOED gdas Do eNBB®O Dred
s mcwn Bl Ben eds yadsm ©ensnOmO e
B0 a8 BEnS G € Bedmyds. & D1ed® mocwnl
Bedod BE&renes 00DD, D98 Bsdm dmedsy D198
e8w® - Wage Commission - sz m»6E 6o eeddas,
8ee® o ewdenr, 00 yowddmOn Om Coeds
0EDwE ¢ 0D WD GO SE Poewlsmw Ge
a0 D10 REMY 48 988u WC BPewn. & Dr1ed® e® gw
O nEMW a8 dw 988ur WS Bedmda.

dBwo 75,0008 2005 ¢5®m @DE) Bedmdr. I
Bastesy, 96D oB3® B y&rwme mOsIm Bednd.
28 & 30800 BmO® Icdr oo vy S B
packages ©;3w0 ©0ed8 o¢siesy. adas B yoswy
8o0® wew ©ww dgTed wBwdd odEders ecsIm
3o0sy SRWO Gids ewdwe ne 8 dBws gdeddr W
BedmrD. 9Bz, dovd® »OB evedDsIDn, BBHIDD D&
WO OOsy s eKder BESrews WO g8
$0wISEBIB WHOBIEST.

®0 Bewdds »ONEDHROB, OO 0O Jed s
Bl Bugecrnensy 9CEOHE momd. a8 v o®
®®esY 0BG O HOB D). Red DoRO® H3Zwkd edd
BBO wewo gd@s 8ud® vem, VPO gDRS ©YdDW



327 58B800x7nd 328

[0c (20008 w) HBA @®5eB8ws]

eI, A0 BDBD Bdew B0 gdes & woedwmaBw
Se5ed @wns RE VSIS a8 BoE cBwNeE ©BIHO.
O® Ben & 0D 0m0EmG D5 DD 85 edxI® BwWEo
©® QO OB OO gDNCewmw WO BB, gl
2@150:0DC D1 B8y ©®ITTVeWsT wImdB WIBIEZENID
5000 & BEReED Bedns mInIm yOOs.

3B g@msdBw »SWd V¥ v WOTTHO By,
CI® @fdided 8O Hwdem 0dx) Beadm yBw-Edmoen
wew g8 gdsmwd 0® gfdided edxy o Bednmy g
@;me 0. 080 WwuE gmemed 8O cwed gOsIBmG
e a8 wcu® o wdeonm JDO ades §eE
00xY mOevD B & Dr1ed® HEeEDE 9535 @D
w@un O» @G, BewEeBOGE mcws Bded
Ay ey 20d -gu DS Wedywmods
e0¢sY @DEOH- PO A @ BedrTesy givismed
Do D® ¢8 of6® orin Beni.

©0; Bewdds mOsnemnd®B, 00 Bnm 88w, @8
g80iden nE DDE yoBew eusIdr Beadmd. wiedth®mide
88 988 Buwr Bucr 2088e@5ned yme mOnTsy gddnsy
DO @G deBsy vy ¢ BED cvemIm yOOLT Hewo
Bestes? I» ¢8 @ doe Seguvmen. dumes AE®O
2000 DO O® 288w WOYn BEIE ¢ @BOSw e o
0¥y 8Oy emvn o5y, In® Sedvwws e, OO &
e B8EoxTm B8R 00 Om® 0® Bnm B8O e® &g
D Bedn edmed ecim indicator dm=. @® & BdDed
glocess o o). ylocs g8 onBs Baey.
0B FID, MO O ¢8 BO1de wed 05T WEmd
Bom Om o BBO wwen v, & 00» »O8 @8
wstesy. O® Bw HEIC OB By BNV ©O OTFOG B,
e® gfcg 5 adwmedd ged reportcard Om 88 EH.
O»@20 RIDOBTEIO EBo 050edlB, @® 6D B85y
0 Cmen @5 gOEGD dmr. 80 O Bddend, 48
I onEsI® @ed @050 Bw(o.

©e® &FHABE.

®6 Beradss mAOzEmR O

(oreryflg rdd surprwsi Sjeuissr)

(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. (Prof.) Ruwan Ranasinghe. You have
12 minutes.
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(The Hon. (Prof.) Ruwan Ranasinghe - Deputy Minister of

Tourism)

Hon. Deputy Speaker, I am grateful for the
opportunity to speak on the 80™ Budget of the
independent Sri Lanka.

(e300

In fact, this is the first time our Government
introduced a full-scale Budget for a year. It was just for a
nine-month period that we brought in the Appropriation

Bill for this year. It was really challenging to put the
economy destroyed in every aspect back on its correct
path. We have enough global examples to show that it
had taken years or decades to put bankrupt economies
back on track. But, our Government, with the correct
measures we took, particularly with financial discipline
that has been excercised, has been able to bring in or
establish macroeconomic stability within an year. This
time, we need to focus our attention on continuing this
macroeconomic stability for decades to come and
maintain a stable economic growth of around 5 to 7 per
cent so that we can reach the expected development goals
in the coming decades. So, that is the key focus and the
strategic objective of our Budget.

We can see what has happened to the other economies
in the region. As I mentioned, this is the 80" Budget of
the post-independent Sri Lanka. Yet, in the past few
years, our economy resulted in bankruptcy. But, if you
take India, with digitalization, high-tech agriculture,
industrialization, pharmaceuticals, energy and so on and
so forth, they have acquired substantial economic
development during their post-independent period.

The Hon. (Dr.) Harsha de Silva was talking about the
Government's political philosophy, economic ideology
and said that he is in a dilemma. Well, from time to time,
due to measures introduced by different governments led
by your masters or representatives over 77 years resulted
in the country going bankrupt. So, the country that we
took over was in chaos, full of mismanagement,
corruption and with issues of economic discrimination
rampant. We need to pull the country from that chaos and
steer it in the right direction, and we are focusing on that.
In fact, the Hon. President, yesterday, proposed the way
forward, which we will work on in the coming years to
put this destroyed economy back on the right track.
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

Next, the Hon. Nishantha Jayaweera. You have 12
minutes.
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(The Hon. Nishantha Jayaweera - Deputy Minister of

Economic Development)
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(The Hon. Deputy Speaker)

The next speaker is the Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara.
You have 18 minutes.

Order, please! The Hon. Deputy Chairperson of
Committees will now take the Chair.
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Whereupon THE HON. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and

DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON OF COMMITTEES [THE HON. (MRS.)
HEMALI WEERASEKARA] took the Chair.
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(The Hon. Harshana Nanayakkara, Attorney-at-Law -

Minister of Justice and National Integration)
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Excuse me, Hon. Minister, with all due respect, let me
just carry on. - [Interruption.] No, Hon. Minister, one
minute, please! You are older than me and I am trying to
give you that respect. - [Interruption.] Just give me a
minute, Hon. Minister. Once my speech is completed, I
will listen to you completely. I gave you the same respect.
I hope you would return the same respect.
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Hon. Presiding Member, to preface my arguments on
the Second Reading of the Appropriation Bill, I would
like to quote from a publication by the ODI, a think-tank,
where among the contributors are, former Governor of the
Central Bank, Dr.Indrajit Coomaraswamy, Dr. Nandalal
Weerasinghe, the current Governor and also prominent
economist Prof. Shanta Devarajan. This book titled “Sri
Lanka: from debt default to transformative growth” states,
I quote:

“These improvements in the economy can be traced to a
combination of decisive stabilisation measures, the IMF programme
and interim Indian aid...”

Together with that, they further say, I quote:

“The country’s 17th IMF programme has brought in the
toughest policy conditionalities and austerity measures so far in Sri
Lanka. It focuses on revenue-based fiscal consolidation and seeks to
significantly raise tax revenue and increase utility prices; control
inflation by raising interest rates, eliminating monetary financing
and ensuring an independent central bank; rebuild foreign exchange
reserves through a flexible exchange rate and other measures;
safeguard financial stability by ensuring adequately capitalised
banks and a new banking act; and reduce corruption risks through
better fiscal transparency and public financial management.”

This was also stated in the IMF Report in 2023. So, all
these had taken place before this Government took over;
the most difficult job had been completed by the previous
administration. This book also states, I quote:

“...Sri Lanka sought bridging finance and aid from India to
finance essential imports of food, fuel and medicines. In the first six
months of 2022, Indian aid worth $3.8 billion flowed to Sri Lanka,
through credit lines and deferred loans and grants. This meant this
was India’s largest bilateral aid programme to any country in recent
times.”

So, if not for that, we would have been in dire straits.
But, all these things happened before this Government
took over. And, now, the Government is continuing to
abide by the rules set by the IMF, very obediently
following their dictates.

Sir, earlier, I have talked about cost-reflective pricing
formulas. The CEB started increasing electricity rates to
go along with the cost incurred. Originally, in 2022, as
the Hon. Kabir Hashim mentioned, their loss was Rs. 298
billion. However, in 2024, there was a profit of Rs. 1,044
million. So, from a loss of Rs. 298 billion, a profit of Rs.
1 billion had been declared in 2024. With that, what did
the President promise to the consumers? During the
election he said, “We will reduce the electricity rates by
30 per cent.” Did it happen? No, because the IMF will
not allow you to do that. Much worse than that, the IMF
insisted that you must add on the legacy debt. So,
whatever debt that had accumulated has been added onto
the consumer and the consumer is paying for all that! So,
what the President promised, he never did. Of course, a
very flourish speech was made yesterday, but promises
were not kept. So, that is one issue.

Speaking about the CEB, I would like to move on to
another important factor. Now, in the public domain,
there is a discussion regarding an issue relating to the
grand theft of our nation’s power. It is arguably the most
brazen, calculated and unconscionable raid on the public
purse in the history of this Republic. What we are
witnessing, Sir, is not a mere accounting anomaly. I am
talking about the grand theft, an orchestrated plunder of
the Ceylon Electricity Board executed over decades by a
cabal of 15 individuals led by one U. D. Jayawardena,
who weaponized insider access and fiduciary trust to
siphon billions from the State. This is not conjecture, Sir;
on those findings, discussions are going on in this
Parliament now and this is in the public domain.

Now, Sir, let me talk about the anatomy of this theft.
In 1980, the CEB founded the Lanka Transformers
Limited to serve public interest. It was a State-owned
entity with 70 per cent of its shares held by the CEB.
Over time, foreign shareholders wanted to exist from the
company. Then, what happened? Instead of the CEB
reclaiming its rightful stake, the Board, chaired by Mr.
Nalinda Illangakoon, declined to purchase the shares,
citing cash flow constraints. It was worth a mere Rs. 500
million. The CEB said, “We cannot pay this money. We
have cash flow constraints.” Then, what happened? Then
came the betrayal. Mr. Illangakoon, wearing two hats as
the Chairman of both the CEB and the LTL, facilitated
the transfer of those shares to a private trust - LTG ESOT
- controlled by the very insiders who orchestrated the
scheme. That trust, now renamed “Peradev (Pvt.)
Limited”, is 82 per cent owned by that robber gang of 15
engineers. They, now, beneficially own almost 30 per
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cent of LTL Holdings without investing a single rupee!
How is this happening? This is a very serious matter, Sir.
The value of this almost 30 per cent stake is estimated to
be between Rs. 34.4 billion and Rs. 64.5 billion, as per
independent valuation done by the NDB Investment Bank
and the CT CLSA Capital (Pvt.) Limited. Sir, I table* a
few documents related to this issue.

Sir, since 2018, this gang has pocketed almost Rs. 5
billion in dividends. All of this was enabled by leveraging
the sovereign strength of the CEB without public consent,
transparency and without a shred of accountability. What
did they do? They did not even commit themselves to the
audit done by the Auditor-General; they filed action after
action in courts. And, it is a shame that the Member in the
Cabinet who filed action against that withdrew the action!
He withdrew the action after filing it in Supreme Court.
So, that also happened. Why did he withdraw the action?
They call it a management buyout, but it is a betrayal of
the people.

We must demand a full forensic audit of the LTL
Holdings and its share transfers, make an immediate referral
of this case to the Commission to Investigate Allegations of
Bribery or Corruption and bring in a legislative reform to
prevent any future abuse of State-owned enterprises and
employee trusts. So, this is not just about recovering stolen
billions, but about restoring public trust; it is about sending a
message that no one, however powerful he is, can loot the
State and walk away unscathed. Therefore, this is a very
important exposure.

Sir, in the past, we boldly challenged the e-visa scandal
taken place during the last regime. We went to the Supreme
Court and today, the Controller General of Immigration and
Emigration has been punished and is in jail for contempt of
court, for not obeying the court order, and the case had been
taken up recently. An Hon. Member of the Government
pointed it out as if it is their achievement. But, it is us,
Members of the Opposition, who went to court and
challenged it and finally, got the tender, which was awarded
without any transparency and which was to rob the country,
cancelled. Almost one-third of the entire IMF bailout would
have been earned by them, if we allowed the contract to
stand. Therefore, we went to court and challenged it. Of
course, the arguments are pending in that case.

Then, Sir, I would like to refer to some of the
Proposals in this Budget. Particularly, there was a lady
Member of the Government who spoke about the new
Community Development Councils to be established in
every Grama Niladhari Division to identify the real
development needs and opportunities of the people. Now,
steps are being taken to plan regional development
programmes of the Government according to the
development needs identified by those councils. How are
these councils created? Now, in some areas, those
councils have already been started to be created;

* gedmmied md ¢o.
* s Blewevw G S0 sweus s (Hersngy.
* Placed in the Library.

Government Members are forming those councils. In
order to implement the Integrated Rural Development
Programme Island-wide under the National Campaign for
Eradicating Poverty, the President said that he is
allocating Rs. 20,750 million in addition to the existing
provision of Rs. 4,250 million, which is almost Rs.
25,000 million in total, for the Praja Shakthi Programme.
So, all of these are included. And, these councils are now
being formed and the Government Members are
appointing their defeated local authority candidates as
chairmen of those councils. How can this happen? Where
is transparency? You all are using your own defeated
candidates to chair those councils. That is happening in
Akkaraipattu and Addalaichenai. So, that is this the way
in which it is being done. If State funds are to be spent,
there must be a proper legal mechanism created through
an independent selection. But, that does not happen at the
rural level. You all are again going to let your own
defeated candidates, who are doing political work having
lost at the Local Authority Elections, control
development work, sidelining all the elected local
authorities from being involved in development of the
area. So, that is another issue I would like to highlight.

Having said that, Sir, I would now like to deal with some
of the other issues they spoke about. For 2026, there is an
allocation of Rs. 150 million made for an indoor Sports
Stadium in Kalmunai. That same Rs. 150 million was
allocated from the Budget of last year, but not a single cent
has been spent. That is what the Hon. Kabir Hashim pointed
out. So, last year, Rs. 150 million was allocated, but not a
single cent has been spent and again, Rs. 150 million has
been allocated for 2026. Actually, out of the entire money
that had been allocated last year, there has been only a 30
per cent physical progress and not even a 20 per cent
financial progress. That is what has happened; that is what
the assessment states.

Of course, we must thank the President for having
allocated Rs. 300 million for the half-finished auditorium
in Nintavur; we appreciate that. That was something for
which we spent another Rs. 400 million and at that time,
since the Government changed, we could not complete it.
Now, this Government has come forward to complete it.
So, we congratulate and thank the President for that. But,
we do not know whether the same thing that happened in
Kalmunai would happen again in Nintavur with this Rs.
300 million. So, please see to it that, at least, the
implementation part is properly supervised and carried
out to complete the work. Otherwise, all these monies
allocated would be meaningless.

In the meantime, also see that there is some
transparency in having the rural development work
implemented. This morning, the Minister of Health and
Mass Media said that all of us, the Opposition Members,
should participate, contribute and assist the Government
in doing the district development programmes. But, in the
meantime, they are keeping out the local authorities from
any development work done.

Meanwhile, there is an Adjournment Motion to be
moved by the Hon. Kabir Hashim today, where this same
issue and the use of Governors to stultify the actions of
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the local authorities will be taken up. So, all of these must
change, if proper development in the country is to happen
and an authoritarian tendency is not to develop.

With those comments, Sir, I conclude. Thank you.
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1t being 6.00 p.m., Business was interrupted, and the Debate stood

adjourned.
Debate to be resumed on Monday, 10th November, 2025.
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It being past 6.30 p.m., THE HON. PRESIDING MEMBER
adjourned Parliament without Question put.

Parliament adjourned accordingly at 6.35 p.m. until 9.30 a.m. on

Monday, 10th November, 2025, pursuant to the Resolution of 23rd
October, 2025.
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(24) @)SHTCMeL, ereir?

asked the Minister of Youth Affairs and Sports:
(a)  Will he inform this House -

(i) whether there is a plan for the maintenance
and renovation of the Kalutara District
Sports Complex (formerly known as Raja
Samaranayake  Stadium) located in
Bandaragama;

(it)  if so, the maintenance and renovation work
to be carried out at the said sports complex;

(iii)  the estimated cost thereof;

(iv) the amount of money that has been spent on
the maintenance and renovation of the said
sports complex during the year 2025;

(v) whether he is aware that the grass of the
turf has died resulting in the exposure of the
underlying gravel on a section of about 100
metres along the 400-metre track of the
stadium and in several places in the middle
of the stadium,;
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(vi)
(vii)

if so, the steps that will be taken to resolve
this issue; and

the steps that will be taken to prevent
rainwater from accumulating in the
stadium?

(b)  Ifnot, why?
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(The Hon. Sunil Kumara Gamage - Minister of Youth
Aftairs and Sports)
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A plan has been prepared for the
maintenance of the Kalutara District Sports
Complex.

Outlined in Annex¥*.

Rs. 39.80 million (Rs. 40,614,586.92 with
VAT).

No payment has been made yet.
Yes.

The repairs will be carried out by the
maintenance contractor in the future.

The repairs will be carried out by the
maintenance contractor.

(b)  Does not arise.

* gedmmeed D g».
* BI6D BlensViIS B0 e BLILIL (BTN,
* Placed in the Library.



e571.49.
©®® Ddmed gwiy §eonw 1w BORW WDOE BD108 me @n s’ ¢om 88 OB sY 8z BOunxs eom

B0 mE @r @6 8 18E0 ey @m0, 8Osnm 18 ecunBen @5ng®©ds
©(257e508) wotdTI™ 0D READ e DDwW YRG.

ey

2 miiflesri swgl 2 ewgullest @mugl ugilih QFwelHoyh Lewy Smsshisemar g Lrsluilsd Qgeafleursds &nlss!
IBewerll Lileny HwmSsIuLTs Ulrs) Slewl_s5 @)(H eurrhiseher aneraFrl ugiurd il ms @ ojeiiyss0 Ceuaist(HIb.

NOTE

Corrections which Members suggest for the Final Print of their speeches should be clearly marked in their copy and
sent to the Editor of HANSARD within two weeks of receipt of the uncorrected copy.
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